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TO THE READER. 



The necessity of a holy life, as flowing 
from a sincere faith in Christ, is earnestly 
inculcated in the following Discourses, which 
are written in plain language ; and it is hoped 
they will be found useful to those persons who 
are desirous of promoting in their families 
this important doctrine. 



Woodford House, 
Woodford, Essex, 
September 25, 1824. 
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SERMON L 

THE BI.IND LBABIUG TJrfE BLIND. 
INFIDELITY* 

If the blind lead the blinds both shall fall into 
>the ditch. — Matt. xv. 14. 

That the mind of man is incapable of 
being led by its own efforts to form correct 
notions of the Deity, and of that worship 
which is due to him, is evident from the ob- 
scurity and uncertainty in which the nations, 
most distinguished for their siibtilty and depth 
of reason, were involved. 

The schools of the Greejc philosophers com* 
menced about four hundred years before the 
Christian era — a period sufficiently long to 
prove what unassisted reason can effect, yet 
how deficient the knowledge was, which it 
presented^ either with regard to the sovereign 
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Ruler of the Universe, or of a future state, is 
evident from the remains of those writers who 
were most celebrated for their learning and 
the number of their disciples. 

Sublime sentiments, on those points which 
are most interesting to us as immortal beings, 
are indeed interspersed in their works, and ap- 
proximate, in some instances, to the truths un- 
folded by revelation. But these scintillations 
of intellect afford no certain light to guide 
the pilgrim through this vale of misery. We 
shall find but a faint and imperfect resem- 
blance in the Deity, as represented by human 
wisdom, to the God of all consolations re- 
vealed in the sacred page. That providence 
of God, as the Creator and Preserver of the 
Universe, on which the Christian reposes, is 
either feebly as^rted, or positively denied, by 
the lieathen philosopher; — that happy and 
blessed immortality which animates the for- 
mer^ is rather wished for, than expected by 
the latter. The most inveterate enemies of 
Christiatiity may be challenged to produce a 
single writer of antiquity, on whose senti- 
ments they can build a consistent system of 
belief.-— Contradiction and uncertainty are the 
prevailing features of the heathen philosophy. 
Could it, therefbre, be proved, that the Bible 
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is the work of impostors, we should be re* 
duced to that wretched state which existed 
previously to the period when the glorious light 
of the Gospel was diffused over the world ; 
in the language of the inspired writer, we 
should " sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death /^ Our views of a future state would 
be confined to the same narrow and uncertain 
limits wrth those of the heathen. We should 
be involved in the same uncertainty respect* 
ing the Deity. 

The Bible is, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, a resting-place for the sole of our 
feet. It is the basis on which all our hopes 
are founded. While the sacred Scriptures 
afford the noblest precepts of morality, they 
encourage a due obedience to them, by a 
lively assurance of that reward which will be 
bestowed upon the good and faithful servant. 
While they inspire the most sublime and aw- 
ful ideas of the Deity, they insensibly lead the 
mind to love and adore that unspeakable 
goodness which is unceasingly watchful over 
our present interests, and does every thing for 
Us consistent with the free agency we possess, 
as intellectual beings, to secure our eternal 
happiness. No other writings, of any age 
or nation, contain the important information 

B 2 
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conveyed by the Scriptures. No other writ- 
ings, of any age or nation, can be put in 
competition with them. The conviction of 
this truth would induce an unprejudiced per- 
son to inquire whether they are, what they 
profess to be, an inspired work. If this be 
proved, in addition to their other excellen- 
cies, they possess an authority which re- 
moves every doubt, which might arise in the 
mind, respecting the important subjects re- 
vealed in them. If it be inquired of the 
Deist, on what authority he can anticipate 
a future state of existence, he has none to 
which he can appeal. The assertions of the 
most enlightened imagination, respecting so 
important a subject, delivered in the clearest 
and most eloquent manner, howevei* specious 
they may be — ^^however ingenious — ^however 
to be desired,— are destitute of what alone 
can give them value, if there be no divine 
sanction, to which they may be referred, in 
vindication of their truth. Whatever may be 
advanced on so interesting a topic (and what 
can be more interesting than whether we shall 
hereafter live or not ?) being unsupported by 
any authority but that of the speaker, carries 
no conviction to the soul, is no better than 
*' sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal/' The 
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same mode of argument may be applied to 
the Deist with respect to the providence 
of God. It may then be demanded of the 
Deist, upon what grounds he can satisfy us 
that the Deity is concerned about our con- 
duct here; or that there is a future state of 
existence, in which he will reward or punish 
us, accordingly as we shall have been good or 
evil in this life.. It. might farther be de- 
manded of him (since he denies that the will 
of God is revealed), where we are to look for 
a standard of good and evil? . Whether this 
is to be determined by human laws, or by the 
arbitrary dictates of our own will ? In short, 
there cannot be imagined a more discourag-* 
ing view of human society than to suppose it 
deprived of the aids of revelation. 

The Deist may, perhaps, endeavour to ex- 
cuse his rejection of the inspired writings, by 
pleading that there are other religions which 
pretend to a divine origin. But the assertion 
that Confucius, or Bramah, or Mahomet, have 
many thousands, or even millions of followers^ 
who are equally zealous in support of their 
respective tenets, is an argument more spe* 
cious than satisfactory, substantiated as that 
revelation is, which we possess, by so many 
pfiiracles, by so much internal and extetnat 
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evidenbe. Tte Deist in ^sdn endtiavoui^ to 
excite a stistpicion against Christianity. None 
but those Whbse deeds Ate evil, and who, there- 
fore!, as Christ declares, "love darknfess rather 
than light,*' can read with the same indiflFer- 
ehce the wild effusions df Mahotnet, a:ttd the 
calm, but impressive pages of the Gos)[iel. 

Superstition, prejudice, indiffferencie, and 
the s#ord, have assisted in supporting reli^ 
gions evidently false. Remove these obsta- 
cles to examination, and whatever is false 
cannot estape detection. But, becau^ the 
Almighty, fot reasons which human wisdom 
cannot penetrate, permits the existence of 
those religions which are fklse, are we, there- 
fore, ^authorized in deny itig that God has ever 
made a revelation of his will to mankind ? 
The evidence td the cohtrary is so great, and 
Extends in so matiy incontrovertible and ex- 
ttaotdinary instances, that before M^e can re* 
tt^unde it, all record*^ of history, sacred 6r 
prbfkne, mnst be annihilated ; the sublimest 
writings that ever were composed, the most 
pfdte feiid elevated fiiorality that ever ivas 
iatight, the noblest sentiments that eter wdre 
C&tfcfeiVed of the Deity, the only solid assu- 
fatit^e we have of a future state, and th6 jtrdg- 
ib^tit to come — must be regarded as ^^ tun- 



Digitized 



by Google 



nii^lyHievlse^ fables/' The writings of the 
moM; learned and unprj^udioed m^^9 of dif-* 
ferent ages and countries, who have supportied 
the same faith, who have spfiered persecution^ 
and even death, for the great truths they 
taught, must be rejected with pontemptj as 
the work of impostors and cheats. 

All the evidi^ce, however, which can be 
adduced of this oatnre is rejected by the mo- 
dern infidel. The external proofs which pre- 
sent themselves, as an insuperable bulwark of 
the sacred Scriptures, ar^ passed over with 
Uttle regard. The attack is made on the 
Bible itselfi as unworthy the Deity, " Whenr 
ever we read^'' says a modern writer, " the 
obscene stories, the voluptuous debaucheries, 
the cruel ajid tortorous* execMtions, theunre^ 
lenting vjndictivenesp with which more thaa 
half the Bible i^ £Ued, it would be more con^ 
sistent that we called it the word of a demons 
than the word of God/' 

It is hardly possible to imagine that the 
person from whom such a passage proceeded 
had ever read the Bible. Can the writ^. pro- 
duce a single sentence, either from the Old 
or New Te9tameiit, which encourages vice or 
vindictiveness ? Ypt how many thousatidsof 
passages ^^ there of an opposite teiRc^en^ ? 

* The word vmA by the Autkor. 
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Nor can the writer produce a single instance 
recorded in it of immoral tendency, which is 
not at the same time mentioned with repre- 
hension, and threatened with due punishment 
from the Almighty. ' If, in the narration, any 
oflfensive expressions occur, the apparent vio- 
lation of delicacy must be attributed, not to 
the inspired writer, but to that change, in the 
application of words, to which all languages 
are liable. . , 

Profane writers have left us sufficient evi- 
dence of the enormous wickedness and cru- 
elties which once pervaded the Babylonian, 
the Egyptian, the Greek, and the Roman 
empires. In the sacred Scriptures the ven- 
geance of God is repeatedly denounced against 
them. The infidel may consider the extirpa- 
tion of whole nations for their sins, as a mark 
of unrelenting vindictiveness : but if the Al- 
mighty threaten vengeance by the mouth of 
his prophet, or if he execute his ven^ance 
upon a guilty and depraved people, shall his 
dispensations be represented as cruel and 
" tortorous'' executions? 

The just vengeance of the Almighty brought 
a deluge on the world of the ungodly; fire 
and brimstone consumed the cities of the 
plain ; and the same justice sent the sword of 
the Israelites to extirpate the seven nations 
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of Canaan . The excessive wickedness of these 
people is sufficiently shewn in the remarkable 
words addressed to the Israelites at the com- 
mand of the Almighty :—'* Defile not your- 
selves/^ said he, " in any of these things; for 
in all these the nations are defiled which I 
cast out before you. And the land is defiled ; 
therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon 
it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inha- 
bitants/^ This awful declaration was made 
before the Israelites had entered Canaan : 
they must therefore have regarded themselves, 
not as unjustly invading a country which did 
not belong to them, but as the executors of 
divine vengeance agains£ a guilty people. 
Moreover, to prevent: their presuming upon 
any merit of their own, a charge was given 
them, " That no man might say in his heart, 
for my righteousness the Lord hath brought 
me in tb possess this land ; but for the wick- 
edness of these nations doth he drive them out 
before thee/'—*' Not for thy righteousness, or 
for the uprightness of thine heart,'' said their 
inspired leader, *' dost thou go in to possess 
their land ; but for the wickedness of these 
nations^ the Lord thy God doth drive them 
out from before thee. Understand, there- 
fore, that tibe Lord thy God giveth thee not 
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this land to ^osse^ it, for thy righteousDesv 
for thou art a stiflF-nccked peoplfc/' It amy 
further be observed, tbati however severe the 
vengeance of the Almighty was against the 
idolatrous and sinful nations of Canaan, his 
justice was equally strict with regard to the 
Israfdites who were selected as the ministers 
of his wrath. They had been detained forty 
years in the wilderness, in consequensc^ of 
their murmuring and distrust in his provi- 
dence ; so that all the men, from twenty years 
and upwards, to the number of more than 
600,000, had been gradually consumed. — 
Other instances of a more limited severity 
might be mentioned. Even Moses and Aaron 
were not exempt from the punishment they 
merited.- " The Lord spake unto Moses and 
Aaron, because ye believed me not, to sanctify 
toe in the eyes of the children of Israel, there- 
fore ye shall not bring this congregation into 
the land which I have given them.^' 

The Deity is the arbiter of life and death. 
Whateviwr may be the nature of his dispensa> 
tions among mankind; whether he destroy 
them by the sword, the pestilence, or famine, 
surely w« must say ^ith Abraham, ** Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right V To 
imnish sin is cotnsistent with the justice of 
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Gi^d ; and it is equally ccmBistent with liia 
mercy, that fee may prevent the influence of 
vice from extending its empire ; and, that hk 
Ibrbearance and his patience may be no lon- 
ger insulted, by one awful visitation to extir-* 
pate those nations which have lowered them«- 
selves, by their profligacy and excesses^ be- 
neath the beasts that perish. He that *' is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity,"' oaH only 
be pleased with his creatures when their con- 
duct is regulated by the precepts of virtue and 
morality. God did not create the world to 
be a theatre of sin and vice. Were this the 
<^se, or were he indifferent to onr actions, 
not Only the arguments of the Deist, in deny- 
itig revelation, but even those of the Atheist^ 
would claim some respect* But the miseries 
of this present life, the mortality which awaits 
us, and that corruption which will follow^ are 
evidences, not of any imperfection in the 
work of tlie Deity, but of that justice which 
ekacts the penalty due to the violation of his 
fetws. 

The Bible teaches us that the human race 
is subject to disease, aiid misery, and death, 
becatise of sin.— " By sin death entered into 
the wc^rld/' The Deity may be charged wkh 
severity in thus implicating the whole of the 
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human race in the sin of their first parents : 
yet it may be replied, had the case been other- 
wise, had every man been free to live in inno- 
cence, or to fall ; who is there that can answer 
for himself that he should not have fallen? 
Who is there that can presume to say, had 
he been assailed by temptation, that he 
should not have forfeited the happiness of 
Paradise? . 

Severe as the sentence may appear, it is 
tempered with mercy. The mercy far exceeds 
the severity ; for, as the Apostle observes, 
". Not as . the offence so is the free gift. By 
one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin ; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned/' But not only is 
this one offence pardoned, by that propitia- 
tion which the Almighty has provided by the 
sacrifice of Jesus, but every other sin is par- 
doned, if followed with penitence and faith. 
Hence the believer, conscious of his own in- 
suflSciejncy, and relying on Him who is his 
surety, in the midst of the calamities of this 
present world, can look beyond them, to a 
better and eternal state of existence: ani- 
mated with faith and hope, he can approach 
the gloomy borders of the grave with the song 
of victory and triumph. But where shall the 
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infidel look? Wherever he directs his viewsi 
clouds and darkness press upon him : he can 
only say, with the philosopher* of antiquity, 
who had nothing to guide him but the sug- 
gestions of his own unenlightened reason — - 
" Whether the soul be immortal I know not; 
suffer me, however, if I am mistaken, to en- 
joy, while I live, the pleasing delusion/' 
Unassisted reason cannot go beyond this. 
A perusal of the writings of the philosophers, 
previous to the introduction of Christianity, 
will shew that, although they frequently ^ ex- 
pressed their sentiments respecting the im- 
mortality of the soul in the ardent language 
of hope, it seldom amounted to confidence. 
Since that period Philosophy has lighted her 
torch at the shrine of Christianity ; and the 
very infidel of the modern day, who spurns 
the despised Nazarene and his humble follow- 
ers, is indebted for that assurance of immor- 
tality with which he is encouraged, and. the 
ardent language in which he asserts his claim 
to a future and happy state hereafter, to their 
doctrines. and writings. 

That infidelity is extensively spreading, h 
but too apparent. Luxurious habits, dissipa- 
tion, and the breach of the Sabbath^ together 

* Cicero* 
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with ike Defect of private prayer^ and public 
attendance in the house of God, lay the raifi^ 
open to the most blasphemous insinuatipus, 
and prepare it for the reception of the most 
impudent misrepresentations of Scripture. 

I shall briefly direct your attention to a few 
of theip. 

The first I shall notice is the assertion, that 
the female children who were preserved from 
the slaughter of the Midianites, were delated 
to the most dishonourable purposes. Can it 
be imagined that any such intentions were 
indulged, when it is recollected that in the 
matter of Baal«peor, when the Israelites were 
seduced, through the impious policy of Ba^ 
laam, from their duty to God, to indulge in 
impure rites, twenty-four thousand were de*- 
stroyed by the plague ? Surely the same jusr 
tice^ which punished the crime of the Israel- 
ites in the one case, would not allow it in the 
other. The thirty^two thousand female or- 
phans were distributed in a «tate of capti«^ 
vity among the Israelites^ and formed with 
them but comparatively a small number— 
ih^ Israelites amounting to above a million 
and a half. 

AQpther misrepresentation is, the asserting 
that the God of the Israelites dwelt in a box 
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of Shittim wood. Surely no book so strongly 
announces the omnipresence of the Deity as 
the Holy Scriptures, — " Will God indeed 
dwell on earth?*' says Solomon. *^ Behold, 
the heaven and heavens of heavens cannot 
contain thee, much less this house that I have 
made.^ It is no where said that God dwelt 
in the ark. In the ark were deposited the 
two tables of the law, the rod of Aaron, and 
the pot of manna. 

The ark was kept in the most holy place; 
and it was from between the cherubims that 
were above the ark, that the invisible God is 
said to dwell : not that he was less present 
elsewhere, but that from thence his will was 
delivered. It was commanded Moses, ** And 
thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the 
ark: and there I will meet thee; and I will 
commune with thee from above the mercy^ 
seat, from between the two cherubims, which 
are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things 
which I will give thee in commandment unto 
the children of Israel.'* 

To these misrepresentations which have 
been mentioned, it may be sufficient to add 
one more.— The infidel writer to whom I have 
alluded, mentions the Old and New Testament 
as two wills. ** A« if,'' says he ^* there could be 
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ttvo M^iHs of the Creator/' Surely that man 
must be very incompetent to attack the Scrip- 
tures, who does not know that by the word tes- 
tament, is to be understood a dispensation of 
the Almighty ; and that there were two dispen- 
sations, not at variance from each other, but 
the former typical of the latter in its various 
rites and ceremonies; and the latter as natu-^ 
rally flowing from the former, as any two suc- 
cessive acts, referring to the same effect, can 
possibly be.* 

The misrepresentations which have been 
adduced, while they shew the weakness of the 
assailants, tend to strengthen that f^ith in the 
sacred writings which they would destroy. 
; If any man can be induced, by the falla- 
cious arguments of the sceptic, or the sneer of 
the infidel, to renounce his faith, he will only 
take the blind for his guide. The sad eflfects 
which would result, were infidelity to gain an 
ascendency, it is impossible to contemplate 
without horror. The mind can form to itself 
but an imperfect idea of that corruption 
which would deluge the world. A general de- 
reliction of faith would be attended with the 
most fatal consequences. Then may we ex- 

* See the Setmdn foUowinfj^ 
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pect the existence of those perilous times 
foretold by the Apostle, " When men shall 
be lovers of their ownselves, covetous, boast- 
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to pa- 
rents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, in- 
continent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, traitors, haughty, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God, men 
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 
faith." 

It is to the Holy Scriptures, and the influ- 
ence of the principles of Christianity, that 
mankind are indebted for the greater part of 
that morality which exists among them ; and 
for that degree of benevolence and charity 
which is so generally diffused. It is indeed to 
be lamented, that so many, who profess the 
Christian name, are unworthy of it. But 
whatever deterioration of morals may appear 
among those who are called Christians, every 
excess is most prevalent among those who 
have renounced their faith. Wherever the pre- 
cepts and instruction conveyed by the Bible 
are suffered to have their due influence, there, 
and there only, every virtue that can adorn the 
nature of man, will flourish: there *' the heaft 
of stone is exchanged for the heart of flesh :'* 

c 
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there ^^ the deisert shall rejoice ftnd blossom 
HP the ro^e/^ 

It 1$ pot the Bible, as h^ been impiously 
asserted by the infidel, that brutalizes man- 
kind ; but the neglect of the Bible, the ne- 
glect of its holy admonitions and precepti^. 
The* seven nations of Canaau had no Bible to 
brutalize them — they were not indebted for 
their impurities, their injustice, their cruelty, 
to the Bible, Great as the vices and crimes 
are which exist among many of those who bear 
the Christian oamet what are these when com* 
pared with the mass of corruption and iniquity 
now prevalent in India, among those nations 
where the Bible has but lately commenced a 
partial and muqh-obstructed influence ? Are 
the idolatries, the impurities, the cruelties, the 
horrid immolations among them, to be attri-r 
buted to the Bible? It is only by the Bible, 
by disseminating its holy precepts, that the 
4ood of ungodliness can be checked* This 
is the light that must lighten the nations. 

I^et it, then, he the endeavour of every one, 
whP^e faith is established on the Holy Scrip-- 
tures, by a frequent perusal of their impor-^ 
t^nt ponteots^ to fortify his mind against those 
sipphistries which would shake his confidence 
in them, Jjet him sanctify the I«ord God in 
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his heart) that he may be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh him a 
reason of the hope that is in him; remember- 
ing the awful declaration of our Saviour — 
" Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of 
my words, of him shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, 
and in his Father's, and of the holy angels/' 



c 2 
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SERMON II. 

THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 

Let US holdfast the prof ession ofourfaithy with-- 
out wctvering; for he is faithful that promised. 
— Heb. X. 23. 

An acknowledgment of the existence of 
God, necessarily includes a belief in those 
attributes which we cannot but suppose to 
belong to the greatest of all beings. The very- 
idea of God implies a Being possessed of infi- 
nite power and wisdom, unchangeable in his 
nature, and in his plans and counsels. But 
if infinite wisdom is an attribute of the Deity, 
it cannot be imagined that he would ever de- 
viate from what he has once purposed — that 
he would ever alter any decree which he has 
once made. Such a degree of uncertainty is 
more applicable to the weakness of human 
nature. ^^ God is not man, that he should 
lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent. Hath he not said, and shall he not 
doitr 

The wisdom of the Almighty is apparent 
in the works of his hands.— The visible things 
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of God, both in the earth and in the firma- 
ment, proclaim the perfection from which they 
proceeded . Hpw, tbf nr^all "^e imagine any 
defect in that wisdom which the same Al- 
mighty Being has exerted ibr the eternal sal- 
vation of his reasonable creatures ? The im- 
mutability of the Deity is asserted by St. 
James (K 17), where he says, ** Every good 
gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and 
<ppm@tb 4owp fppn^ the Father of I^igbt; with 
whom K QQ variabl^^Mf neither shadow of 
twrning/' The king of Israel also, the wise«t 
of the jjons of m^n, wjs, " I know ^hat wh^ 
8ww«r Q()d doeth, it ih^U be for ever; no- 
thing c^^Q. be pat to it, nor aqy thing taken 
fstm it/* 

The p¥rfi?ction of the Peity necessarily im- 
pli<9s, t^f£>re, an unch»ngeablenefu» in bif^ 
will, A modorn infid^ has, npon this prin^ 
capje, dared to awert,, that th? OW and New 
Testament cannot be an inspired work, be- 
cause Qod cannot have two wills. The in- 
Qdfil, in consequence, reject^ the whole of 
the Scriptures* as a cunningly-devised fable. 
Upon tbo wme principle the Jews reject the 
NewTestament; asserting, from theunchange- 
^b)^9e«s of the Ddty, that the ritea dnd oere- 
mooief, which were established under the!Mo- 
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saic Iftw, cat! never be abrogated ; and, conse^ 
quently, thart; the N6W Testament can have 
tid ckiffl to divine airthdrity . In repljr to the 
objeetiofis, both of the itofidel and of the Jew, 
I shall endeatottr to ihew that the Old and 
New 'Testattieiit are parts of the Sam6 plan ; 
that the latter is the completion and perfect- 
ing of the former; andj consequently, that, 
as they are not at variance with eadh other, 
and as they flow froni the satne divine source, 
no argument can be advanced which will mi- 
litate agaimt that attributedf the Deity, which 
consists in the immutability of his counsek; 
and that onr tinfeigned faith m the Otd and 
New Testament^ as containing the revealed 
will of God^is jfustly demfanded— that we may 
reasonably and Cdnfidently ^< hdld fast the pro^- 
fession of Oiir faith, without Wavering/^ 

The language of our blessed Saviour, and 
of the Apostles, ftflly shews that their doc- 
trines did not introduce a dispensation which 
might be strictly called new ; btrt that the 
system which they introduced was the pef^- 
fecting of that which preceded it; the latter 
being shadowed in types and figures by the 
former^. The jealousy of the Jews, therefore, 
with regard to the Mosaic ceremonies, had 
they not been actuated^ in the observance Of 
. the vafrions* rites they performed, by thejetter 
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more than by the spiritual meaning, would 
have been entirely removed. Our Saviour 
himself said to the Jews, " Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law or the prophets ; 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For 
verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot, or one tittle shall in nowise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.'" These 
words our Saviour delivered in his sermon on 
the mount. He had, moreover, previously 
said to John, who hesitated to baptize him, 
" Suffer it to be so now; for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness.'' Our Saviour 
would have justly excited the hatred of the 
Jews, had he offered himself as a founder of a 
new religion ; if he had presented himself as 
a person who came to abrogate whatever had 
been said by Moses and the Prophets. But 
his declaration was, that he came " not to 
destroy, but to fulfil.^' Had the Jewish reli- 
gion been false, or of human invention, there 
would exist no reasonable motivcL to prevent 
its being changed. Thus the Apostles preach- 
ed to the Gentiles to quit the vain worship 
which they paid to their idols, and to turn to 
the living God. They did not address the 
Gentiles with words such as these — "Your 
rehgion is partly false, and partly true \' but 
shewed them that the whole was involved in 
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error ; that the gods whom they worshipped, 
were no gods. 

Thus St. Paul and St. Barnabas said to 
the men pf Lycaonia — " We are men of like 
passions with you, and preach unto you that 
ye should turn from these vanities unto the 
living God, which made heaven and earth, 
and the sea, and all things that are therein.^' 
But the arguments advanced by the Apostles 
towards the Jews were of a very different de- 
scription. — To these they did not represent 
themselves as promoting another religion: 
but the tenor of their language wa^, " Those 
things which have been hitherto shadowed in 
ceremonies, now receive their completion. 
Those things which the Prophets foretold, 
are now come to pass.'^ 

To understand this the better, it may be 
necessary to mention, that there have been 
two covenants between God and Man — the 
one of works, the other of grace. The former 
was made with Adam, ivho, had he obeyed 
the commandment pf God, would have en- 
joyed eternal happiness : but, as he violated 
the commandment given him, he would never 
have escaped the eternal punishment due to 
his transgression, had not the mercy of God 
supplied the means of forgiveness, through 
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that Saviour who wad then promised to the 
human race. For to that salvatiou, which 
depends on faith, are to be referred the words 
addressed by the Almighty to the sef pent— 
^ I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed : 
it shall braise thy head, and thou shalt brcfise 
his heel/' The covenant of grace was es- 
tabhsbed in consequence of the sin of our 
first parents. It wai^, however, at first, only 
obscurely intimated ; and those sacrifices in- 
stituted, in the performance of which, every 
victim was a type of Ghris^t. But, as the ori- 
ginal intention of thosfe sacrifices observed by 
Abel, , Noah, and others, was gradually lost 
among mankind, it pleased the Almighty to 
select a particular people to be the depo^ 
tories^ of his oracles : and, to keep them in his 
own worship, and free from the vices and ido- 
latries of the surrounding nation^r he bound 
them to the observance of those various cere- 
monies which constitute the Mosaic law. 
" The law was added because of transgres- 
sions, till the seed should come to whom the 
promise was made/' (Gal* iii*. 19.) But as 
this law was in itself deficient amd imperfect, 
all the Prophets and holy men looked forward, 
by faith, to the arrival of that day, when all 
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the things which were shadowed by it, should 
be perfected and accomplished. 

That part of the Scriptures in which the 
coming of Christ is foretold, is usually called 
the Old Testament; that part in which the ac« 
complishment of those ceremonies by which 
he was foretold, are revealed, is called the 
Nen> Testament. The latter, therefore, is not 
contrary to the former ; but is the completion 
c^it. 

It has been urged, that the Old and New 
Testaments do not unite in the same plan, 
bc^imuse the promises of the former were of a 
temporal, the latter of a spiritual nature; 
because the former promised to the faithful 
servaAt^ of (xod an earthly Canaan, and the 
latter promises a heavenly. But it will be 
^ident that there is no inconsistency in this 
respect : because the land of Canaan itself 
was a type of the kingdom of heaven^ whick 
is prepared for the righteous. Thus St. Paul, 
in reference to the typical nature of the coun- 
try of Canaan, says., " If Jesus/' i. c. "if Jo- 
shua had given them rest, then would be not 
afterwajxl have spoken of another day/*^ It 
may» miOteover, be observed, that had the 
Jews no object beyond an earthly possession, 
all the ceremonies of the Mosaic law, as they 
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would, in this case, terminate in temporal 
things, would be vain and unprofitable. But 
if all the ceremonial observances be referred 
to Christ, as the antitype ; if they all be di- 
rected to that sacrifice which Christ made of 
himself for the sins of the world ; and every 
purification of any corporeal pollution be con- 
sidered as a shadow of that purification from 
sin which Christ has made by his own blood — 
then, indeed, the Mosaic institutions will pos- 
sess a considerable degree of importance. 
Then every ritual performance will be free 
from that obscurity with which it must other- 
wise necessarily be involved. Then, also, it 
will be evident that the grace of God towards 
the human race is the same, both under the 
Old and under the New Testament. 

The Messiah was prefigured by various ways, 
partly by persons, as Noah, Moses, David, 
and the High-priest; partly by things, as 
the ark, the rock in the desert, the brazen ser-^ 
pent, the paschal lamb; partly by places, 
as the land of Canaan, the cities of refuge, 
and the temple of Solomon. 

These methods may not, in every particu- 
lar, perfectly prefigure Christ : they had, how- 
ever, indirectly, at least, a reference to that 
salvation which Christ would eflect for man- 
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kind. Thus, no one will deny that Moses, 
who was the leader, the legislator, and the in- 
tercessor for the people of Israel, was a type 
of the blessed Jesus, the captain of our salva- 
tion, our instructor in the most pure and ex- 
alted precepts of morality, and who inter- 
cedes for our forgiveness with his heavenly 
Father. It would be unnecessary to mention 
other instances ; a due consideration of those 
which have been already stated will suffi- 
ciently shew that the ceremonial law was vain 
and useless, except so far as it prefigured the 
Saviour of the world. But, since he has suffered 
on the cross, and been offered up a sacrifice 
for us, the Mosaic law is fulfilled; and conse- 
' quently is no longer necessary. " The sacri- 
fices under the law could not make the comers 
thereunto perfect.'' They only availed to the 
purification of the body, but could not avail 
to the purification of the conscience. It is 
through the perfect sacrifice of Christ alone, 
that the pardon of sin is obtained. Thus, St. 
Paul says, " If the blood of bulls and of goats, 
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un^ 
clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, 
how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God.'' 
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The imperfectian of the ceremonial law 
with respect to the conscience, is fiilly shewn 
by the prophet Micah. — ^The tinner exclaims, 
** Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myself before the most high God ? Shall 
I come before him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves of a year old ? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil? Shall I give ray first-bom for 
mj transgression; the fruit of ray body for 
the sin of my soulf* To whom the prophet 
replies — ^* He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good : and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy Ood T* At the very 
period, therefore, when the ceremonial laws 
were in the highest estimation ; justice, and 
mercy, and a due obedience to the command- 
ments of the Almighty, were preferred before 
them. But the imperfection of the ceremo- 
nial law may be more fully shewn from the 
words applied to the Messiah in the fortieth 
Psalm ; in which, where he is described by 
David as making his entrance into the world, 
he is represented as saying, " Sacrifice and 
offering thou wouldest not ; but a body thotr 
hast provided me, in which 1 may render thee 
a more acceptable service : in whole bamt- 
offerings and sin-offerings thou hast had no 
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{Measure. Then said I, Lo ! I come : in the 
volume of the book it is written of me, to do 
thy will, O God T' From these words the im^ 
perfection of the ceremonies under the law is 
evident. These were taken away, that the 
will of God might be established — namely, 
that sacrifice which Christ made of himself. 

Chris t, therefore, having taken our nature 
upon him, and, in obedience to the will of hit 
heavenly Father, having suffered for i»; has 
made our peace with God. The Jews appear 
not to have clearly understood the meaning 
of those sacrifices which they offered day by 
day continually : but their meaning is fiiUy 
revealed to us by the disciples of our Lord. 
The high-priest himself, the victim, and the 
ceremonies, were all directed to Christ.— 
Until he came, their continuance was neces^ 
^ry. But, the great antitype having come, 
there is no occasion for the type. The su- 
periority of Christ over those particulars by 
which he was typified, is evident : but there 
was no type by which he was prefigured in a 
more solemn and impressive manner than thq 
high^priest ; which is fully demonstrated by 
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The superiority of our Saviour might be 
shewn in many other particulars. But, had 
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the office of high-priest among the Jews, 
and the various ceremonies of the law, been 
perfect in themselves, there would have been 
no occasion for an j' thing to supersede them. 
But they were in reality only so many sym- 
bols of good things to conie ; they were so 
many means employied to keep the Israelites 
from the pollutions of the Gentile world ; and 
to prepare them for the reception of the 
Messias. 

The imperfection of the Old Testament is 
not only evident, from its being a figure of a 
better; but from the very Hmited manner in 
which its ordinances could be complied with. 
They were mostly of a local nature, and must 
necessarily be confined to a small extent of 
country. For had all the nations of the earth 
become proselytes to the Jewish religion, it 
would have been impossible that the precept, 
which enjoins that all the males should as- 
semble at Jerusalem three times in the year, 
could have been obeyed. Many other pre- 
cepts might be enumerated, which would 
prove that the Jewish pohcy could never have 
been intended for the reception of the whole 
world. It must, therefore, of necessity, have 
a termination; otherwise those predictions of 
the prophets, which foretold the coming of 
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that period, when all nations should worship . 
the true God, and be united in one family 
with the Jews, could not be accomplished. 
It may be adduced as a further arguoient, 
that the Old and New Testamenti; are parts 
of the same system, that all those passage^ in 
the Prophets, which the Jews refer to the 
Messias, have received their accomplishipent 
in a most wonderful manner in the person of 
Christ — a circumstance which demands the 
serious attention both of the Jew and of the 
infidel. 

Let, then, those who think that God has 
never revealed his will to mankind, and that 
the Scriptures are " a cunningly ^devised fa- 
ble,^' consider whether such a wonderful agree- 
ment of so many extraordinary circumstances, 
and extending through so many ages, could 
possibly be the work of imposture. The im- . 
postor Mahomet vainly attempts to lay the 
foundation of his fraud on the Old and New 
Testament, and to prove that he was sent from 
God to. finish what Moses and Jesus had be- 
gun. But there are no types, no ceremonies 
to .prefigure him : there are no prophecies 
which designate him as sent from God. The . 
false Christs who have appeared, at various 
periods, althovigh they might . in one or two ^ 
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particulars impose upon their followers by a 
resemblance to the true, endeavoured in vain 
to unite in their own persons all the circum- 
stances predicted by the Prophets as notices 
of Christ. . In Jesus alone these various cir- 
cumstances unite; and shew him, from the 
manger to the cross, and from the cross to his 
ascension, to be the promised seed in whom 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed. 
All the types and symbols of the Levitical law 
being fulfilled in Christ, and all having the 
same important objects in view, namely, the 
salvation of the human race, what greater 
evidence do we require that the Old and New 
Testamentjre so far from opposing each other, 
that they equally shew the goodness and mercy 
of God? By the former, men were led, from 
the intimations given in the performance of 
various rites and ceremonies, to expect the 
advent of the promised Saviour. By the lat- 
ter, we feel assured, that what was predicted 
in the former, is fulfilled. 

If the Jews can prove that what the Pro- 
phets declared respecting Christ, does not 
receive its completion in him, then they might 
have some excuse for rejecting his mission. 
But the exact fulfilment of the prophecies can 
be shewn by so many instances, that none but 
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the most prejudiced mind can reject Uieir 
authority* With regard to the infidel, even 
should he be convinced that the Old and New 
Testaments do not militate against each other; 
yet it would still remain to convince him that 
they are a divine revelation. But this may be 
shewn by so many arguments and by so much 
historical evidence, that it may be fairly pre- 
sumed that the progress of infidelity arises, 
not from want of evidence of the truth of the 
Scriptures, but from want of an unprejudiced 
examination. Our Saviour has told us that 
men ** love darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil :" and he has warned 
us not to cast our " pearls befone swine, lest 
they should turn and rend us.'' 

That difficulties occur in the sacred Scrip- 
tures, cannot be denied; but those things 
which most concern us, as rational beings, 
who are to live for ever in a state of reward 
or punishment, according to the righteous 
judgment of God, are fully revealed to us. 
Infidelity can only tend to the disorganization 
of society ; to the overthrow of every moral 
and religious restraint ; to brutalize the heart; 
to deprive it of all natural affection. The 
Christian may be exposed to calamity and 
distresses in this life; but they are lessened by 
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the glorious and blessed hope which the Scrip- 
tures inspire. The infidel, whatever his riches, 
whatever the briUiancj of his genius, whatever 
his rank— destroys those blessings which the 
kindness of Providence had prepared for him. 
The paradise around him, by his own destruc- 
tive hand, becomes a wilderness. He is the 
victim; of his own pernicious principles. 

Let, then, my brethren, the imperfect at- 
tempt I have made to shew the connexion of 
the Old and New Testament, induce you to 
examine them closely. They will bear the 
test of the severest criticism. Suffer not your 
belief in them to he shaken by the sophistry 
of the infidel. They record the dealings of 
God with men. They will lead you to rely 
on his providence for the blessings of this life, 
apd eternal happiness hereafter. The Scrip- 
tures have a greater tendency to promote the 
welfare of society, to niake men what they 
ought to be, as rational creatures, than all the 
writings that cian be accumulated of infidels 
and deists. *' Hold fast, therefore, the pro- 
fession of your faith, without wavering; for 
he is. faithful that promised.'' 
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SERMON III. 

PREACH THE GOSPEL. 

Woe is unto we, if^ I preach not the Gospel! — - 
1 Cor. ix. 16. 

The certainty which we possess, froin the 
sacred writings, of a future state, and that our 
happiness or misery in this state will be deter- 
mined before the unerring tribunal of the 
Almighty, must necessarily excite a consi- 
derable degree of anxiety in eviery reflecting 
mind. If there be a judgment to come, if 
eternal death will be the certain wages of a 
sinful life, and if eternal death consist, not in 
the annihilation of our existence, but in the 
suffering of thoise torments which are prepared 
for the devil and his angels; and if the fire 
that never can be quenched, and the worm 
that dieth not, await the sinner, — surely it 
cannot be an unimportant inquiry to ask, 
" What shall I do to be saved r By those 
who are just entering into life, and are not yet 
convinced, from experience, of the vanity and 
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emptinessofallhuman things, thisinquiry may 
not, perhaps, be regarded with that attention 
which is due\o it; or they may imagine that 
it may be deferred until they shall have ad- 
vanced fartheir in years, when the pleasures and 
amusements of life shall have lost their relish. 
But those, whose experience and whose con- 
science testify to them that here " all is va- 
nity and vexation of spirit;" who have seen 
many of their contemporaries, the friends of 
their youth, the sharers of their pleasures and 
their sorrows, committed to the grave ; who 
have seen the ambitious, the proud, the rich, 
the thoughtless, and the avaricious consigned 
earth to earth, and dust to dust ; who have 
seen that neither wisdom nor talents, nor ho* 
nour, nor any human virtue or excellence, can 
supersede that decree which has passed upon 
all men ; who have wept over the departure 
of venerable age, or lamented the^ untimely 
loss of flourishing and amiable youth ; — surely 
these, convinced that there is nothing really 
valuable in this world ; surely these must raise 
their thoughts to that future state to which a 
few^ years will transmit them: surely these will 
anxiously inquire, " What must I do to be 
saved T Ob ! how shall I ^^ flee from the wrath 
to come T But, alas I this is far from being 
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generally the case : too frequently, those who 
yielded to the instigation of the world, its 
vanities, and its follies, in their youth, have, 
when advanced in years, with all the evidence 
and conviction before them of the danger of 
their situation, still found excuses for their 
sins. Alas! they have become habituated t6 
them : they are either restrained from quitting 
them by the ridicule of their companions, or 
they revert to the plea, urged in the com- 
mencement of their career, •* There is yet 
sufficient time before me; I am still strong and 
healthy ; I can promise myself many years/^ 
Thu$ do men deceive themselves; thus do they 
suffer themselves to be deceived by others; 
thus do they turn the very blessings and for- 
bearance of • God into arguments to disobey 
his commandments. !l$ut what is it that shaU 
awaken the sinner? what shall rouse him from 
that torpor which renders him blind to his real 
state, which makes him careless and heedless 
on the very brink of eternal destruction?—* 
what but the voice of revelation ? what but 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

The Apostle, saw the infatuated crowd 
around him rushing to their own ruin. He had 
himself been stopped by a voice from heaven ; 
he bad obeyed the gracious call, and was 
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commissioned to preach to others those means 
of salvation which he had himself embraced. 
" I am/' says he, " debtor both to the Greeks 
and to the Barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the unwise. So much as in me, I am ready 
to preach the Gospel. Necessity is laid upon 
me ; yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the 
Gospel." 

What, then, is the duty of the Christian 
minister? Is it not equally incumbent on 
him, with the inspired Apostle, to preach the 
Gospel ? Shall he not, though at an humble 
distance, imitate his example, and consider 
himself as a debtor to all he addresses? Shall 
lie not fear lest a woe be denounced against 
himself if he preach not the Gospel? 

What, then^ shall we understand by the 
preaching of the Gospel? what but the de- 
claration, authorized by the Scriptures, and 
which alone can be our guide, that Jesus 
Christ has suflfered for us ; and that, if we ac- 
cept him as our atonement, and endeavour, 
by his grace assisting us, to walk in all holi- 
ness, purity, and honesty, we shall be saved? 
There is nothing in this declaration which is 
contrary to our reason, nothing revolting to 
the mind. This is a declaration obvious and 
intelhgible to the humblest capacity, which 
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he that runneth may read and understand. 
There is nothing here to encourage enthusi- 
asm, or to excite despondency ; nothing but 
what the wisest, as well as the most ilHterate, 
may adopt with thankfiilness and 'gratitude. 
Whoever preaches this doctrine, whatever 
obloquy he may incur— however he may be 
exposed to the censure of those who, en^ossed 
by the cares and pleasures of the world, have 
never inviestigated it with the importance 
which is due to it ; however he may excite 
the ridicule of the profaneand the.irreligious, 
— has thus far dorte his duty. The subtle dis- 
tinctions on various points of doctrine, which 
many, who would be wise above what is writ- 
ten, and who endeavour to level the word of 
revelation to their own preconceived theories 
and vain imaginations (as they tend to make 
men neither wiser nor better, but only engender 
a captious and contentious spirit, although they 
may be partially supported by unconnected 
and broken texts of Scriptures, either misre* 
presented or misunderstood), form no part of 
his creed. He is satisfied with pointing out 
to his hearers their sinfulness, both by their 
nature, as the descendants of sinful parents, 
and the further pollution they have incurred 
by their intercourse with a sinful world. He 
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pofints otit to his hearers the justice, the 
mercy, the goodness, the forbearance of God — 
his justice in punishing the violation of his 
conamandments — his mercy in appointing the 
means of our reconciliation with him — his 
goodness m providing for our happiness, both 
here and hereafter — lAsforbearance in waiting 
for our return to him — and the various means 
which he employs in callitag back every sheep 
that is lost to the fold. He inculcates on his 
hearers the importance of repentance and 
newness of life, as the necessary fruits of a 
smcere faith. He assures his hearers, that the 
Holy Spirit of God is ever ready to assiiSt the 
sincere believer in every good work, that he 
may indeed become a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. Let uS 
briefly consider whether this be the doctrine 
of St. Paul. 

The inspired writer, in his Epistle to the 
Romans (ch.i. 16, 17), declares •* the Gospel to 
be the power of God unto salvation, to every 
one that believeth ; to the Jetv first, and also to 
the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith.'' i. e. as the 
Apostle explains it in another place(ch.iii. 22), 
" the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus unto all, and upon all them that believe; 
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for there is no difference." " The Gospel/^say i| 
he, ** is the power of God/' Now the power 
of God may be employed either to punish or 
to save. But the Gospel is the power of God, 
not for the punishment of transgressors, but 
for their salvation. 

The condition to be fulfilled by the sinner^ 
before he can obtain the benefits offered by 
the Gospel, is to believe in Jesus Christ, whom 
God has sent. By the simple act of faith, 
salvation may be obtained by all ; " for there 
is no difference/' It is by this act of faith in 
the sinner, that the righteousness* of God is 
revealed. The sinner is condemned — self- 
condemned : what can he plead before God 
to avert the punishment due to hfs offences? 
He has no merits of his own ; his very best 
actions cannot bear a strict scrutiny; or, if 
they could, how can they expiate the sins he 
has already committed? But, although bus- 
man wisdom might not be able to suggest a 
method by which sin might be punished, and 
yet the righteousness of God remain unim* 
peached, this has been effected by infinite 
wisdom. God has sent his Son to die for us. 
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, without spot, 
and without blemish, has died, the just fcnr 
the unjust; He has become our surety; He 
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has ^aken our offences upoh himsplf : " by his 
stripes we are healed ;'' '• he has taken upon 
himself the iniquity of us all :'' by his death 
he has cancelled the debt which we could not 
pay. 

In his First Epistle to the Corinthians, in 
that chapter which every sincere believer must 
read with fresh interest at every perusal, the 
Apostle directs our attention to the same 
divine plan which ha* been formed for our 
redemption, and to the root of that evir which 
prevails in the world. " By man," says he, 
** came debth ; by man came also the resur- 
rection of the dead. As in Adam all die, so 
in Christ shall all be made alive. The first 
man is of the earth, earthy; the second Man 
is the Lord from heaven. The sting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law : but 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ/' In these 
words we perceive the weakness of the sinner; 
his insufficiency to save himself; his natural 
corruption and death, in consequence of the 
fall of our first parents ; his condemnation by ^ 
the law— by that law which he has trans- 
gressed in a thousand instances : and the only 
method by which he can escape the penalty 
of the law— the only method by which he cah 
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rise victorious over death, obtained for him 
by the Lord from heaven, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
the Apostle says, " God was in Christ, recoa- 
ciling the world unto himself; not imputing 
their trespasses unto them/' " Ye know," 
says he, *' the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might b^Yich/' In these expressions the same 
principles are inculcated-r-the misery of man 
by nature, the spiritual poverty in which he 
is involved, and the means of gaining those 
true riches which shall never fail. Jt would 
intrude too much upon your time,* to adduce 
even the most important passages in the writ- 
ings of St. Paul, tp shew what that Gospel was 
which he preached. Not only may it be un- 
derstood from the general tenor of some of his 
Epistles, but incidentally from those expres- 
sions which occur, where he is not immediately 
discussing the leading principles of his doc- 
trines. ., 

Thus in his Epistle to the Ephesians he al- 
ludes to the regeneration of the believer, ", God , 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love, where- 
with he loved us, even when, we were.dead in 
sins, hath^quicke.ned us together with Christ: 
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by grace ye are saved/' In his Epistle to the 
Philippians he intimates the humihty of Christ 
in suflfering for the human race, " Let this 
mind be in you which was also is Christ 
Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God ; butmade 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men ; and being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even unto thtf jdeath of 
the cross/' In the same Epistle the Apostle 
points out the importance of becoming a dis- 
ciple of Christ, and of an implicit reliance on 
his righteousness^ ^* I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and count them but dung, that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the fmth 
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith.** In his Second Epistle to Timothy 
he says, ^^ God hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began; but is now made 
manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, w1m> hath abolished death, and 
biatb brought life and immortality to Ught/' 
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Without advancing any more passages, these 
may suffice to shew what the sacred writer 
meant by that Gospel which he preached. 
The same sentiments pervade all his epistles; 
all tend to shew the corrupt and helpless state 
of man by nature, and the means of his reco- 
very by the sacrifice of Christ. This is the 
important doctrine which every where ani- 
mates the pages of thoApostle — he never loses 
sight of it. It was to preach this that he en- 
dured every affliction ; it was to inculcate this 
that he exposed himself to the fury of the 
whole world; for this he suffered bonds and 
imprisonment, and finally gave up his life. 
That he might faithfully preach this, he ear* 
nestly and frequently entreated the prayers 
of his Christian brethren. " Pray for me,^' 
says he, " that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to 
make known the mystery of the Gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in bonds, that I 
may speak boldly as I ought to speak/' He 
calls it ^* the Gospel of Christ,'' « the Gospel 
of God," " the Gospel of the ever-blessed 
God.'' Not only was he thus zealous in 
preaching the Gospel, but so fully did he fed 
convinced, and assured, and confirmed in the 
importance and in the troth of what he 
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preached, that he says to the . Galatians, 
"Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you, than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed/' 

These passages fully shew what St. Paul 
meant by preaching the Gospel. The same 
sentiments prevail in the writings of St. Peter, 
^ of St. James, and of St. John, the beloved 
disciple of our Lord. Nor are they less ap- 
parent in the writings of the four Evangelists, 
who record the words of our Saviour himself. 

To whichever part we direct our attention 
in the sacred volume, the same truths press 
themselves upon our notice. What I have 
hitherto mentioned, r^ards the depraved state 
of man,; and his acceptance h^reaftejr, in con- 
sequence of his faith in the great atonement. 
But there is another circumstance always con- 
nected with these important truths, and which 
cannot be separated from them — the necessity 
of the sinner's conversion, that his faith be 
productive of good works. For however con- 
vinced you may be, my brethren, of your 
natural depravity, and. however full of the 
glorious hope of a blessed immortality, through 
the merits of Him who has died for ^^ow, "you 
must become new creatures;'- " you ^ must 
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live worthy the vocation wherewith you are 
called/' It is requisite that in all your words 
and actions you imitate the example of the 
blessed Jesus; that you regard yourselves 
not as belonging to this world, but only as 
pilgrims and sojourners passing through it 
to a better; that, with this view, you "pu- 
rify yourselves even as he, which has called 
you, is pure ;*' that ye* " put off, concerning 
the former conversation, the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lust, 
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness/' My brethren, ye must remember 
that ye are called upon to renounce the world, 
its follies, and its vanities; that if ye love the 
world, ye are not of Christ ; that the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life cannot consist with a true and saving 
faith. Ye must remember that, except the 
Spirit of Christ dwell in you, ye iare none of 
his. " If his Spirit dwell in you, then are ye 
the temples of the living God f then ye must 
of necessity, bring forth the fruits of the Spi- 
rit.'' What these are, the Apostle abundantly 
shews in the fifth chapter of the Epistle to 
the Galatians, "The fruit of the Spirit is 
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kive, joy^ peace, long-Buffering, gentlenesfi^ 
goodness, faith, meekness, tempertnce/' If 
we abound in these, then we may ^sure 
ourselves that our faith is neither that of 
the hypocrite, nor of the self*-righteou&, nor 
formalist. If we examine our hearts, and 
our hearts condenm us not^ then may we have 
confidence towards God. But if we live in 
the commission of sin, while we profess to be 
the followers of Christ, and to have faith in 
hkn, we only deceive ourselves. " Not every 
OBe that saith unto me. Lord! Lord! shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he thai 
doeth the will of my Father which is in hea^ 
ven. 

Surely^ young and old are equally cou^ 
cerned in these important truths; all are 
called upon equally to examine them for them- 
selves. They are not speculative, tiie result 
of human wisdom and ingenuity; they ema- 
Bate from the God of all consolations, the 
fountain of light and truth, " with whom there 
is no variableness, nor shadow of turning.'' It 
is his exceeding love for us which made him 
send his only Son to die for us. If we draw 
nigh to him, he will draw nigh to us. Let lis, 
then, remember that nothing is hateful in the 
sight of God but sin; that, if we would please 
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him, we must avoid every thing that may beaia 
occaskm of leading us into any sin, however 
venial it may appear in the eyesof otiiers; that 
those amusements, which have a tendency to 
withdraw our hearts from the duty we ow*e 
to God, and our obedience to his commands 
ments^ should be rejected, however dear they 
may be to us. Our chief anxiety should be, 
never to lose sight of that future state which 
awaits us; to have it constantly before our 
eyes; to excite in our hearts a constant sense 
of its importance, by a frequent perusal of the 
Holy Scriptures, by a careful and conscien- 
tious observance of the Sabbath, and a parti- 
cipation, whenever an opportunity offers, of 
the memorials of Christ's sacrifice. 

I have thus given a short and, I fear, an 
imperfect view of what is meant by preaching 
the Gospel. To obtain a complete view of 
it, recourse must be had to the sacred Scrip- 
tures, accompanied with an anxious desire to 
have a right understanding in those things 
which concern our salvation ; and prayer to 
God that the word of truth may shine into 
our hearts. To these sacred Scriptures I must 
refer you ; to these more particularly should 
you direct your attention on the Sabbath day. 
These will speak for themselves : these contain 
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that Gospel which Paul preached : these will 
shew that faith and works must accompauj 
each other ; the latter being the fruits of the 
former. I shall, therefore, conclude with the 
declaration of the Apostle — " If our Gospel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost. We 
preach not ourselves^ but Christ Jesus the Lord; 
and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.*' 
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SERMON IV. 

THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST. 

He hath made him to be sin for usy who knew na 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. — 2 Cor. v. 21. 

Whatever disputes may arise respecting 
the origin of evil in the world, we must be 
folly sensible, that we are in this life very 
far from enjoying that degree of happiness 
which might be expected, were we in favour 
with God. There must necessarily have ex- 
isted some cause why the human race is ex- 
posed to misery, to sickness, and to death ; for 
the goodness and mercy of God are such, that 
we cannot imagine he would de]irive his crea- 
tures, without an adequate reason, of that state 
of felicity, which we naturally conceive was 
prepared for their enjoyment, at their first 
formation. We need not, however, wander 
in unnecessary speculation, since the mystery 
is fully unfolded to us in the sacred writings; 
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from which we learn that the miseries of man- 
kind originate in the transgression of our first 
parents. A command was given them, and 
a penalty annexed to the violation of it. The 
command was broken ; and thus sin entered 
into the world. And hence the successive 
generations of men, a prey to contending pas- 
sions, and struggling with infirmities, sink, 
after a few years, into their kindred dust; and 
death and the grave are triumphant: for, " by 
sin came death/' 

But the evils arising from sin do not termi- 
nate with our mortal life. " It is appointed 
tmto men once to die, and after this the judg- 
ment \' and then where will the ungodly and 
sinner appear? But as we are led by those 
ideas which we derive from observing the 
works of God, to conclude that man was ori- 
ginally created happy; so also we might pos- 
sibly be led to suppose, that the Almighty, in 
his infinite mercy, would also jprovide a me- 
thod by which man might be reinstated in his 
faTour. Revelation unfolds to us the good- 
fiess of God in this respect also. " He hath 
sent Mm to be sin for us who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.'^ Or, in other words, God hath 
sent his Son to be accounted guilty for our 
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sakes, and to suffer the punishment due to 
our sins, that we through him might be ac* 
counted righteous in the greatest and fullest 
sense of the word. 

The benefits arising to the believer, from the 
sacrifice of Christ, are the forgiveness of sins, 
the comfort and support of the Holy Spirit 
during the conflicts of this life, and the resur- 
rection to a state of eternal happiness, where 
he will receive the reward of holiness and 
righteousness. But, that we may be enabled 
to form an adequate estimate of the sacrifice 
of Christ, it will be necessary more fully to 
ix>nsider the actual evils which have resulted 
6rom sin. 

If its sad effects were only traced in the 
eixistence of sorrow, of disease^ and death, 
there would be sufficient room to lament our 
fdlten state. But, exclusively of these evils, 
we must refer that depravity which pervades 
the worlds to the deviation of our first parents 
item the paths of rectitude. Hence we have 
to lament the miseries arising from reveng*, 
from hatred, from avarice, and the Oth^r pas- 
siotis which debase the human heart. Hence, 
if tve refer to the page of history, wc shall 
find little that will afford any real gratification. 
A ^ries of crimes and wars arrests t^ atten- 
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tion in every age. We trace the bloody strides 
of ambition ; we see " nation rising against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom/^ Nor 
is this alL Who has not dwelt with a melan* 
choly pleasure on the struggles of virtue, and 
mourned the persecution of those who have 
been most distinguished for their beneficence 
to mankind, and fortheholinessof their lives? 
Who can enumerate the many suflFerings; of 
saints and martyrs, of whom the world was 
not worthy? Who can forget that the Son 
of God himself, who exerted his miraculous 
powers to relieve the body and to reclaim the 
soul ; whose whole life was employed in acts 
of mercy; of whom it was emphatically said, 
that " he went about doing good" — that even 
he " by wicked hands was crucified and slain?*' 
Let us next observe how hateful sin is in 
the sight of God. And how can this — not to 
mention the punishment for sin which is en^ 
tailed on the descendants of Adam — ^more 
strongly appear than in the sacrifice of Christ? 
For the Son of God was not only exposed to 
the effects of sin, as far as regarded the hatred 
and persecution of a wicked world; but he 
also " suffered the just for the unjust/' Be- 
hold, then, the blessed Jesus in the garden of 
Gethsemene, when, as it were, great drops of 
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blood fell from him. — Hear him exclaimingon 
the cross^ " My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me T Whence this agony ? — why 
this exclamation ? Had Jesus a less degree of 
fortitude than has often been displayed by 
others at the prospect of approaching death? 
Did he no longer confide in his heavenly 
Father? Surely it could not have been any 
insignificant reason which rendered the death 
of our Saviour necessary. He did not suflTer 
merely as an example to us of patience 
and resignation. The words he uttered on 
the cross indicate something farther — " It is 
finished !" These were his last words. What 
was finished? Did he refer merely to the 
close of his mortal existence? Was that of 
importance sufiicient to engage his thoughts? 
No, surely. Can we doubt, then, that he 
referred to that expiation which he was then 
making for the sins of the world? — that he 
then satisfied thedivine justice, and triumphed 
over sin on the cross? Doubtless this was the 
awful period in which he was sin for us — in 
which hCy who had never known sin, saw him- 
self forsaken — ^in which Ac, who had always 
enjoyed the approbation of his heavenly Fa- 
ther, beheld him as an inexorable Judge, 
armed against him with all the vengeance due 
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to sin. This was the hour in which he^ who 
had never been checked by the voice of coo* 
science, how felt the anguish of those sins 
which others had committed. Hence the 
sighs, the groans, the tears of Christ. 
. It was necessary, to totisfy the divine jus-' 
tice, that sin should be punished. It was pu^ 
liished in the person of the innocent Jesus on 
the cross. The sacrifice that Was made, in 
him, for the sins of the world, was in every 
respect perfect. Jesus was also a willing sa* 
orifice. Had he desired to escape the malice 
of his enemies, " could he not have prayed to 
hi& Father, add he would have given him more 
than twelve legions of angels f' But could 
he then have redeemed mankind? It was his 
I'ather's wish that he should drink the bittet 
cup^ Hedraukit: but for whose sake ?^ — For 
ours. What shall we plead, th^, •* if we ne- 
glect so great salvation?" 

It is vain to expefct forgiveness, ot to build 
our hopes of eternal happiness on any other 
foundation than that of Christ crucified. 

Do we plead our own merits?— It ii in vain. 
It is only through the meritii of Christ that 
thfty can be accepted. Alrfeftdy under the 
condemnation of sin, both as the d^scendantb 
of Adam, and from our multiplied transgres- 



Digitized 



by Google 



69 

sid»s, we cannot cancel the debt we owe. 
Adraitiing that, after we have attained a pro- 
per senfee of our duty, it were possible for as 
to live in the greatest degree of purity and 
mnctity ; yet how can this expiate our past 
offences ? ** We are still our Lord's debtors ; 
we are unprofitable servants/' But, alas! so 
far are we from conforming to that knowledge 
which we have of the will of God, that not 
only the Scriptures, but daily experience tes- 
tifies the sinfulness of man. We are therefore 
condemned in the sight of God, not in one 
instance only, but in many thousands; nor is 
it possible for us^ independently of the atone- 
ment of Christ, to obtain reconciliation with 
God, with regard to any one sin. 

It is contended that we may rely on the 
mercy of God for pardon. Then, let us. rely 
On that mercy as far as the authority of the 
Scriptures will allow us. There is abundant 
mercy offered to all mankind; and it is offered 
in the sacrifice of Christ. '' In this was ma*- 
nifested the love of God towards us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
^ world, that we might live through him. Here- 
in is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins/' 



Digitized 



by Google 



60 

' It is contended, that it is of little import^ 
ance what creed we adopt, if our lives are 
regulated by the precepts of morality, and 
directed to the benefit of others. Were this 
position true, the sacrifice of Christ would be 
rendered unnecessary; and every religion, 
which countenanced morality, would be on 
a level with Christianity. God will, indeed, 
as the Apostle intimates, " render glory and 
honour and peace to every man that worketh 
good :' not only to those who have had the 
advantage of revelation, but to those also who 
have never heard of the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. " For when the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, these, having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves/' But if we live where we 
have the advantage of fully knowing what 
God has revealed to mankind, and if in that 
revelation we find the conditions of our recon- 
ciliation with God, does it not betray a vain 
attempt to put our finite knowledge in com- 
petition with his infinite wisdom, if we receive 
with indifference what he has revealed ? 

Were we indeed to judge by the negligence 
which so generally prevails, with regard to God, 
and what he has done for the world, — a sus- 
picion might naturally arise, that God had 
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never revealed his will to mankind ; that he 
had never shewn them by what means they 
might be reconciled to him : it might be ima- 
gined that we were "still walking in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death/' But " the day- 
spring from on high has visited us/' but the 
marvellous light of the Gospel has shone 
throughout the world ; but the Almighty has 
sent his Son to die for us, and to call us to 
repentance and newness of life. " Hear ye 
him." Thus spake the voice from heaven, 
" Hear ye him/' What! shall we rather listen 
to the suggestions of our own fancy? Shall 
we rather bewilder ourselves with vain specu- 
lations how we can be saved without Christ? 
Jesus saith, " He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life/' — Shall we then not believe in 
him? or, professing to believe in him, shall we 
live as if we believed not? Jesus saith, " I am 
the good Shepherd/' — Shall we then refuse to 
be of his fold ? Jesus saith, " I lay down my 
life for the sheep/' — Shall we then " count 
the blood of the covenant an unholy thing?" 
Christ has suffered " the just for the unjust/' 
He invites us to come unto him. If we go not to 
him, to whom shall we go ? — He has the words 
of eternal life. What voice but his can heal 
the wounded conscience? What voice but 
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his can call us from darkness to tight? ^^ If 
a man abide not in me/' says our Saviour, 
" he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered/' 
"There is none other name under beavdn giTen 
among men, whereby we may be saved, but 
only the name of the Lord Jesus ; neither is 
there salvation in any other/' 

Christ came that, by satisfying the divine 
justice, he might justify sinners, and that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
him. ^' There remains no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus/' to them, be 
it observed, *' who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit/' The justification and 
the forgiveness^ of the sinner, through the $a^ 
crifice of Christ, does not give any encourage^ 
ment to sin ; for *^ Christ is not the minister 
of sin." If we are desirous of forgiveness 
through Christ, it is presumed we are actuated 
by a sense of repentance ; that it is our reao^ 
lution, through the grace of God, " to lead a 
new life; to become new creatures; to put off 
the old man, with his^ deeds, and to put oti the 
new man, which is renewed in knowledgi^ after 
the image of him' that created him/' 

To profess that we have faithiin the saori- 
fiee of Christ, while our acjtions^are contcary 
to that pattern of holiness which he has^set us, 



Digitized 



by Google 



63 

i* but to render oui^sdves more culpable, by 
adding the sin of hypocrisy to our former sibs* 
'* Faith without works is void /' it is ine0iEK> 
tive, It is so far from justifying, that it ne* 
cessarily adds to the guilt of the pretehded 
believer. If our liaith be not a mere profes* 
sion, we shall imitate the ei^ample of our 
Saviour; we shall keep his sayings; our whole 
conduct will prove that we are anxious *^ to 
let our light so shine before men, that they, 
seeing our good works, may glorify their Father 
which is in heaven:'* we shall be careful lest, 
through inadvertency, or the seductions of 
temptation, ** we should in any way grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed 
unto the day of redemption.'' *^ If/' says St. 
Paul, *^ we sin wilfully, after that we have re* 
eeived the knowledge of the truth, there jr»r 
maineth no more sacrifice for sin ; but a cer- 
tain fearful looking-for of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adverSa^ 
ries/' 

But further; to shew the necessity of a good 
life, let us reflect that " we are not our own ;" 
that ** we are bought with a price;'' that, 
*** although we once were the servants of sin, 
we are ransomed from that bondage, and are 
beeome the servants. of Christ;" and not only 
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servants, but '^ friends, and brethren, and 
coheirs with him of eternal glory/' We are 
part of that mystical body, of which he is the 
head ; we are, in the expressive language of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, " members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones/' We are 
therefore bound, by every sense of gratitude, 
of duty, of relationship, by the dread of for- 
feiting these glorious privileges, by every pre- 
sent hope of the blessing of God, and of 
future happiness — to live in obedience to his 
precepts. If Christ has been offered up as 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him; and if, through hitn, our past 
offences are forgiven, we ought not to consider 
ourselves ^^ as though we had already attained 
unto the resurrection of the dead, either were 
already perfect/' but " to press toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus; working out our salvation 
with fear and trembling/' 

Nor is the believer instigated by these motives 
only to cultivate a life of holiness, and toexett 
himself, to the utmost of his ability, to pror 
mote the happiness of his fellow-creatures. He 
is encouraged by the assurance that a reconi- 
pence is attached to his imperfect endeavours 
to do good. He is excited by the promise of 



Digitized 



by Google 



65 

a future reward. This is fully evidenced by 
the parable of the talents, and by numerous 
expressions throughout the whole of the New 
Testament. Thus St. Paul tells us, that " God 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds.^' And in the Revelations of St. John^ 
after a voice from heaven had expressed the 
blessedness of them that die in t|ie Lord, it is 
said, " their works do follow them.'* 

If, in addition to these excitements, and 
this encouragement, the believer in Christ is 
supported, in all the chances and changes of 
this mortal Ufe, by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit; if that secret power prompts him to 
a faithful discharge of his duty — checks him 
when he would deviate from it — strengthens 
him in adversity — and comforts him in the 
hour of distress ; surely every thing is done, 
consistently with the free agency of man, 
which can minister toward his eternal salva- 
tion. 

Thus actuated, and thus influenced, the tri;ie 
Christian, while he reposes on the sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God, for the forgiveness of his 
past offences, and for his acceptance here- 
after, will live soberly, righteously, and godly. 
While he acknowledges the necessity and the 
importance of a good life, will yet acknow-^ 
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ledge, with all humility, his own unworthinesa» 
Relying on the strength of Him who hath said, 
** I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee," 
he passes through these temporal scenes with 
a sure and certain hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life. He regards himself as a pilgrim' 
and a sojourner in this world, and» by the 
grace of God, neither yielding to its tempta*^ 
tions, nor daunted by its menaces, looks for* 
ward to that world, where he shall be for ever 
in the possession of " those pleasures which 
are at the right hand of Grod/' 

How glorious a prospect ! What is there 
which the fashion of this world, which so soon 
passeth away — what is there which the tran- 
sient and fading pleasures of sin — what is 
there which this present existence, exposed as 
it is to misery and disappointment^ can offer 
in competition with so exalted a hope? 

It is indeed much to be laitientedt that so 
few are impressed with a due sense of what 
may. befal them in a future state ; that so few 
live as if there were any God iu the world, or 
as if any degree of responsibility werte at- 
tached to their. conduct; that many, instead 
of considering what Christ has suffered for 
them, are totally indifieredt to do important 
a subject ; instead of considering thiat Christ 
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has bean made sin far them, that they^ in bioi^ 
might be made the righieQusnessi of God« 
9eem to labour to drown every serious thought 
in the dissipation and hurry of the world. 
Jesus has '^ brought life and immortality to 
light;" but they prefer the wages of «ia. 
Jesus, by his own resurrection from the grave, 
has given us the strongest evidence that w^ 
shall also rise. Have they, then, forgot the 
words of our Saviour, that ^^ the hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the graves 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
come forth; they that have done good* unto 
the resurrection of life j and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damna^ 
tion?" Jesus warns us of theday of judgment 
— wiU not that day come?—- will the wicked 
be able to escape the tribunal of God ?r-rrwill 
a total disregard of revelation, and an igno- 
rance, in consequence^ of the will of God, 
plead in th^r favour?-- will a series of crimes, 
and vices, and folUes be able to shelter them 
in the day of wrath ? These things will surely 
testify against them ; and then will they b^ 
hold that Jesus who was crucified for tbem-rr 
not interceding in their favour-^but con- 
demning them* Then will that irrevoc4blie 
sentence be pronounced against them9 ^' Ptt- 
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part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire !" In the present afflictions of mankind, 
we have the constant testimony before our 
eyes, that God does punish sin in this world. 
What hope, then, can we cherish, that he will 
not execute his threats against it in the next? 
Let, therefore, those who •* forget God" — ^let 
those v^ho have not yet reflected on the value 
of Christ's sacrifice, consider how great will 
be the happiness of the faithful disciples of 
Christ in that awful day, when •* the dead, 
small and great, shall stand before God/' 
Let them consider the terror and the anguish 
which will assail the faithless and disobedient. 
The vengeance of the Almighty threatens 
them; but there is none to intercede for 
them. Whither can they fly? — ^They cry in 
vain to the rocks, *' Hide us,'' and to the hills, 
"Cover us." — ^Their portion is eternal misery, 
" the worm that dieth not, and the fire that 
is not quenched/' But the followers of Christ 
are caught up to meet the Lord in the air — 
their hopes are completed — their salvation 
accomplished — their joy fulfilled — " their 
robes are washed, and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb;" and they are without 
fault before the throne of God, and complete 
in Christ. Then will the righteous rejoice 
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that, when in a world of sin and sorrow, they 
had believed in Christ, and had " fought the 
good fight of faith/' *^ They shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more ; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat: for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes/' 

Let, us, then, if we profess to believe in 
Christ, to accept him as our sacrifice, and to 
acknowledge him as " the shepherd and the 
bishop of our souls," speak as if we felt the 
truth of what we asserted. Let us live as if 
what we professed had an influence on our 
actions. Then shall we be of the Israel of 
God; — then shall we adore the Almighty for 
that revelation which he has vouchsafed us, 
and shall thank God for the great things which 
he has done for us; — then will Christ not have 
been offered for us in vain— he will not have 
borne the cruel insults and the mockery of 
his adversaries, nor suffered for us on the cross 
in vain ; — then shall we be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him, and through him be ad- 
mitted to " an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for us/' 
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SERMON V. 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED. 

We preach Christ crucified. — 1 Cor. i. S3. 

To preach Christ crucified, is enforced by 
numerous passages of Scripture : but, plain 
as thijs doctrine inay appear, much disputa- 
tion has arisen with respect to its meaning* 
The whole of the New Testament, which refers 
to the glad tidings of Christ, the Saviour, by 
whose propitiatory sacrifice our sins are for- 
given, and on which our hopes of immortality 
are founded, sufficiently, it might be imagined, 
point out what is intended by this important 
doctrine. There are, however, too many, who 
bear the Christian name, who, by an incon- 
sistency for which it is difficult to account, 
contend that a moral life is the basis of salva- 
tion ; thus virtually rendering the sacrifice of 
Christ of no effect. 

Before we can duly estimate the value of 
Christ^s sufferings, we must be sensible of that 



Digitized 



by Google 



72 

sinful state in which we are, not only by na- 
ture, as derived from Adam, but from the sins 
which we have actually committed. If we 
are pure and undefiled in the sight of God — 
if we are perfect in our moral character — we 
have no need of a Saviour; the gates of hea- 
ven will open to receive us immediately on 
our departure from these earthly scenes : for 
Christ did not come ^' to call the righteous^ 
but sinners to repentance/' If, however, we 
examine our own hearts, and scrutinize the 
whole course of our past lives, we shall find 
that we f^ll infinitely below the standard of 
purity and holiness which is requisite to make 
us acceptable in the sight of God. We shall 
find that we do not possess that degree of 
moral rectitude which will ensure our salva- 
tion. The oflences we have committed by 
thought, word, and deed, will appear so nu- 
merous, as to deprive us of any confidence in 
ourselves. Such a scrutiny will lead every 
man to inquire by what means he may obtain 
salvation. Were the transgressor, in reply to 
such an inquiry, referred to the Decalogue, he 
would find, in the commandments there pro- 
mulgated, the strongest proofs of his condem- 
nation. But it is not a proof of his condem- 
nation which is the object of the sinner's in- 
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quiry ; his earnest desire is to know, by what, 
means he can escape the dreadful senteuce 
which threatens his violation of the holy com- 
mandments of God ; to learn what method 
there is, by which he may escape the wrath to 
come? ** The Christian minister, therefore, in 
x&p\y to this important question, will unfold 
the glad tidings conveyed in the New Testa- 
ment. He will not only lay before the sinner 
the enormity of his sins, as an offence against 
God and man; but shew that the immense 
debt he has incurred may be cancelled, by a 
reference to him who has died for our x)f« 
fences — who is the Saviour of all those that 
believe in him; that his pardon may be sealed 
in heaven, by faith in Him who is his surety — 
by reliance on the merits of Christ. 

To state to a person, thus circumstanced, 
that the precepts he has broken are the basis 
of salvation, would be to drive hiip to despair: 
he could find no consolation in language of 
this description. But inform him that Christ 
has died for all men — that ^^ though his sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wooV if he will believe in Christ;— re- 
peat to him the gracious words of Jesus, 
** Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 
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heaven, laden, and I will xefresii j30u''t~or th^ 
words of St. Peter, " Whoever ibelieveth in 
him shall receive remission of sins;'^---^then, if 
the sorrow of the guilty person, for what he 
has committed, be skicare, tlie rays of conso- 
lation will pervade his soul — he will ^rceive 
that the word of God is indeed the word pf 
comfort — his sorrow will be turned into joy — 
he will find that the Gospel of the blessed 
God is the Gospel of truth, of peace, of saK 
vation. 

It might be urged by some, that the sacri-* 
fice of Christ may be misunderstood or mis- 
applied ; that, for the generality of mankind, 
it would be better to enforce moral precepts, 
and to leave the doctrine of the atonement to 
the investigation of theological disputants, as 
either being unnecessary, or void of truth. 
But such sentiments are a virtual denial of 
Christ; although many, who are influenced 
by them, are not probably aware of their error. 
Moral precepts cannot be too strongly en- 
forced ; but, that the desired effect may be 
produced, they must be enforced, not as the 
basis of salvation, which they cannot be in 
sinful man ; but as the fruits of faith— as the 
strongest and necessary tokens of a grateful 
heart They must be enforced, although not 
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w the grounds of salvation, yet <as might be 
shewn from the parable of the talents, and 
many other portions of Scripture) as entitled 
to a future reward, through the merits of 
Christ. All men have not violated the laws 
of GocT to tlie same extent; but all are guilty 
before God ; all have need of repentance and 
a Saviour. The cross of Christ must therefore 
be preached to all. 

The doctrine that our salvation results from 
&ith in Christ, and his sufferings, is consi- 
dered by many as dangerous and erroneous* 
That it is not erroneous, may be shewn by 
almost every chapter in the New Testament. 
What, therefore, is the word of God cannot 
be dangerous : it may be perverted to a bad 
lEise, hke many other blessings of Divine Pro- 
vidence. But if the doctrine of salvation 
through faith in Christ be the doctrine of the 
New Testament, who shall have the boldness 
to deny it? 

The great Apostle of the Gentiles, in his 
£pistle to the Romans, first points out the 
depravity of all mankind, and their justified* 
tion by faith: he then inculcates the purest 
morality Uiat ever was enjoined. The Chris- 
tian minister will find in this a precedent for 
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hipfi^elf. He will first preach the Gospel of 
salvation : he will point out the means of for- 
giveness for past offences ; and then inculcate 
the precepts of morality, as flowing from faith. 
He will exclaim, with the Apostle, " I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the. Jew first, and also to the 
Greek/^ He will say, "Thereis none thatdoeth 
good ; no, not one/' By the deeds of the law^ 
whether moral or ceremonial, shall no flesh be 
justified. " The righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, which is bj^ faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all theni that 
beheve ; for there is no difference/' With the 
same Apostle he .will reply to. the question, 
" Shall wie continue in sin, that grace may 
abound V — " God forbid . How shall we, that 
are dead to sin, live any longer therein?*' The 
Christian is commanded to regard himself as 
alive from the dead — as having crucified the 
old man — as having become the servant of 
righteousness. Hence all his actions will be 
corresponding : the glorious privileges to which 
he is entitled, through the Captain of his Sal- 
vation, will engross his mind: he will be fear- 
ful of forfeiting them ; and ever pray to God 
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that, by his grace, he may so pass through 
things temporal, that he finally lose not the 
things eternal. 

The morality enforced by St. Paul, and the 
other disciples of our Saviour, far surpasses 
that which was taught by pagan writers; yet 
that of the latter is far from being so defective 
as many may suppose. They possessed many 
excellent and golden precepts. Their effects, 
however, on the world were very insignificant. 
The great mass of mankind must be influenced 
by something stronger than a mere precept. 
" I know that in me, (that is, in my flesh,)*' 
says the Apostle, " dwelleth no good thing. I 
delight in the law of God after the inward 
man ; but I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin/' 
This language, which the Apostle applies to 
the law of God, is applicable to every moral 
precept. The goodness of the precept is 
allowed ; but what shall subdue the rebellious 
principle within us, which prevents our com- 
plying with it? Except this principle be sub- 
dued in the mind, the inculcating of moral 
precepts will be like sowing seed by the way- 
side. The Apostle felt this infirmity in him- 
self: he was sensible of his corruption by 
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natiAre, and the difficulty he should have 
in obeying those commands which he ap- 
proved. " O, wretched man that I amT' 
«ays he, "who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death r 

The seat of the disease is in the soul ; this 
must be first healed. As long as the soul is 
diseased, the actions of the man must partake 
of the disorder: his whole conduct will be 
influenced by the irregular impulse within 
him* He must, therefore^ be born again; he 
must become regenerate ; he must put on the 
new man. 

The change here alluded to cannot be ^- 
fected by a bare enumeration of moral pre- 
cepts, or by the liveliest pictuite of virtue. 
This change can only be produced by the 
Spirit of God; by the sacred influence of that 
Holy Sph-it, by whose suggestions the true 
believer is led to a faithful obedience to the 
commandments of God, and by which he is 
«anctified« But it is only a sense of our own 
insufliciency, of our own sinfulness, which can 
lead us to ask our Heavenly Father for the'aid 
of his Holy Spirit. It is the conviction that 
Christ has died for us, that he is our propitia- 
tion, which vtiW evince the depravity of our 
hearts, the defectiveness of our morals^ and 
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lead us to rely on the ments of Christ, and 
to pray that we may be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man. To 
such, the cross of Christ and his sufferings 
will ever excite the liveliest sorrow for their 
past offences, and be the strongest motive to 
imitate the purity and holiness of their Lord 
and Master. Such will adopt the words of 
the Apostle, **God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of Christ/* To such, the 
emphatic language of the Prophet Isaiah will 
be full of consolation, " Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I 
am God, and there is none else. Surely, ^hall 
one say, In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength. He was cut off out of the land of 
the living : for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken/' 

It is contended by a modern writer, that 
^' the only advantage procured for us by the 
death of Christ, is the pardon of original sin: 
that having ascended into heaven, he now 
sitteth at the right hand of God, making inter- 
cession for the many sins and omissions we are 
daily committing, and furthering the accept- 
ance of those confessions and prayers which 
we offer up to the throne of grace/' Such an 
interpretation would leave no atonement for 
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the sins of actual commission. But St. John 
does not inform us that the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from original sin only ; but asserts, 
that it extends to the cleansing of every sin — 
** The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin/' The interpretation to which I have al- 
luded, deprives Christ of the greatest part of 
his glory. It would appear from it, that, ex- 
cept original sin, all sins are remitted, if at 
all, not on account of the sacrifice of Christ, 
but on account of his intercession ; which is 
directly contrary to the declaration of Scrip- 
ture, " Without shedding of blood, there is no 
remission of sin.'' " Christ, by his own blood, 
entered in once into the holy place,** that is, 
into heaven; where he pleads the merits of 
that sacrifice which he has made for the 
sins of the world; having obtained eternal 
redemption for us. If, then, the intercession 
which Christ makes, be considered as referring 
to that sacrifice which he has made of himself 
on the cross, it will be evident that the blood 
of Christ cleanseth not only from original sin, 
but from all sin. In fact, except the blood 
of Christ cleanseth from all sin, what meaning 
can we attach to the Scripture doctrine, which 
says, " He is the Son of God, who loved us, 
and gave himself for us — he is the propitia- 
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lion for our sins — he was sent into the world 
that we might live by him'' — " The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law ; 
but thanks be to God> which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the GospeP? — 
What interpretation shall we give to these, 
and many other similar and iniportant pas- 
sages, if all sins are not forgiven for the sake 
of Christ? What consolation will it be to 
the sinner, to be told that Christ has merely 
procured pardon for original sin ; or, in other 
words, that the death of Christ merely admits 
him into the Christian covenant; but that all 
the sins he has since committed are without 
expiation ? Let the sinner be comforted with 
better words than these — let him be assurea 
that by faith in Christ every violation of the 
law which he has committed is forgiven. 
Christ has once suffered for sins, " the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God/^ 
" Christ hath redeemed us from the ciirse of 
the law; being made a curse for Us, that lie 
might reconcile us unto God by the cfoss/^ 

But let not the view, which has been here 
given of the Gospel scheme be cbnsidered as 
an encouragement to sin, " Thy sins are for- 
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given thee: go and sin no more, lest a greater 
evil befal thee/' id applicable to every sinner 
who professes to repent of his past offences, 
and to believe in Christ. The injunctions to 
righteousness, and hoHness of life, are innu- 
merable in the New Testament ; and fre- 
quently united with a reference to the atone- 
ment of Christ. Thus St. Paul, in his Epistle 
to Titus, says, " The grace of God that bring- 
eth salvation hath appeared to all men, teafch- 
ing us, that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; looking for that 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.'' 
The same Apostle also says, in his Epistle to 
the Corinthians, " Ye are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which areGod's/'—And St. Peter 
says, " As he which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation. 
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were redeemed 
not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lanib without blemish and without spot.'' 
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Who^vet, thet^fohe, receives Christ as his 
Saviour, must become an imitator of hi* ho-» 
Irness add purity. While he fenouncei all 
tnerit df his oWd, all rieliatide cm his^ Owjt 
#orks-^y6t, intfuenced by gratilodfe fot h*si 
Saviour's kifadfleSS ill dying fOi Mm, aiid * 
hatred of sin, he becomes si nritt creature — 
his a£fi^ctions are s6t on things above; he livfeJs 
as a citiaeri 6f that ne^ and heiavenly kingdom^ 
Of the happiness of which he aspirfes to be a 
fifattaker-^as belonging to that better vrortd 
ttt which he rtiust ere lotig be transferred. 

If, thetl, it can be clearly shewn from th^ 
aiilfiority Of the! SaCred Wrttirigs, that our sinS 
could not be J^ai-dOhed without soii^e expia- 
tiori, and if Christ is thdt Expiation, the twii 
Of Christ should be our glory. Whfit He hai 
d6ne aid suffered for our sakes, sho/uld b6 Ae 
fi^feqiient subject of our m tditatiotis. Nor cati 
it be too strongly impressed upon our niihdsf- 
that we fc^afinot be saved mfhout Him. If thi4 
contrary b^ admitted; the door to numeroiii 
add fatal errors is immediately opened } ahd 
a specious; philosophical reKgibn would^ M 
iiirtroduced; \frWch, while ii mCulcatfed' mordl 
pirecepts, wouM leave the heart destitute of 
true devotion, and that ardent loV6 and gratis 
tude to the A^lmi'^ty , whith i^ dlie to hih^if ai 
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our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer. If it 
be allow;able to expect similar effects from 
similar causes, it might be anticipated that, 
as the grossest impurities prevailed amongst 
the Pagans, and disgraced some of the most 
enlightened of their moral writers, a great 
degeneracy in moral conduct would exist, as 
soon as what are now regarded as vital doc- 
trines were rejected from the Christian creed. 
One s^t of Christians has already denied the 
doctrine of the atonement ; and many, it is 
to be feared, to avoid the charge of enthu-. 
siasm, or the ridicule of the infidel, either 
totally abandon, or regard with indifference, 
every reference to the sufferings of Christ as 
the propitiation for their sins. And many, 
while they affect to regard the scriptural 
doctrine of faith in Christ as the source of 
error and wickedness, are themselves the 
servants of sin. It may be retorted, that 
many who profess the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, are a discredit to the Christian name* 
The infidel himself, without morals, will not 
gain much by the concession. For although 
it may be lamented, that they are not all 
Israel who are of Israel — although it may be 
regretted, that there are some spots in every 
Christian community, some clouds without 
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water, some trees whose fruit witbereth, some 
raging waves of the sea foaming out their own 
sfaame, some wandering stars ; yet the charge 
does not apply to all. As in the time of Eli- 
jah, when he pathetically bewailed that' he 
alone was left of the true worshippers of God, 
the Lord said unto him, "Yet I have left me 
seven thoi!isand in Israel, all the knees which 
have not bowed to Baal, and every nibuth 
which hath not kissed him ;"" so let us rest as-* 
Isnired, that there are many worthy the Chris- 
tian name, whose actions do not discredit 
their professions— many who have washed 
their robes, and made theno white in the 
blood of the Lamb — who ascribe " blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb." 

The necessity of more fully asserting the 
doctrine of the atonement, and of pointing 
out the value of Christ's sacrifice, was perhaps 
never more apparent than at the present pe- 
riod. To the neglect and obloquy with which 
this doctrine has been for a long time at- 
tended, may with some justice be attributed 
the prevalence of deistical sentiments, and 
the fatal eflFects of which they have been pro- 
ductive. For when the death of Christ is 
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S^an^fthe i^eripliures gr^ulually lose their jam- 
4]^pjty ft6 the revealed (will of God»^and the 
gloomy >aqd uqcertaia principles rof the deist 
^ejintrodV(Ged< To pi^eaoh Christ orvrcified 
jl^l^Cpmei^ th^irefore, a most important dirty c^ 
4bP )Chri9<»9n n^inister. Nor should the doc- 
Arin^ of the atooement which Christ has 
;^rpughi #or us 00 his oross, be regarded as a 
^n speculation, which may be adopted, or 
jpi^eicted, as a matter of indifference* It must 
i^p embraced and accepted with all humility 
I^n4 gratitude. Finally, tlet it be remembered^ 
that '^ the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto them tbat 
Me smeA it is the power of God/- 
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SERMON VI. 

THE SABBATH PAY. 

And God blessed the seventh day^ and sanctified 
it : because that in it he had rested from all 
his work^ which God created and made. — 
Genesis, ii. 3. 

It has been asserted by many, that t^ 
iobservation of the Sabbath day is an in^ti^ 
tution which should rather be considered a6 
belonging to the ceremonies of the Mpsfuc 
law, than of any general obligation. The 
words of the text, however, ^sufBcientiy shew^, 
tkattlm day whick immediately followed the 
six days of creation, was blessed and sanctified 
iby Ood himself: the command, Itherefore, 
given to Moses, respecting the Sabbath day, 
may be regarided as the revival of a custom 
which bad become neglected. The keeping 
of the Sabbath day must not be cixnfowidied 
with the Levitical ceremonies* The ^sa]|^3 
reason is given for the institution of the Sab- 
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bath, at the close of the fourth commandment, 
which is given in the words of the text, namely, 
that ^' in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord 
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it/* 
We are thus informed of the reason for the 
appointment of the Sabbath day. 

If we refer to the second chapter of St. 
Mark, ver. ?7> 28, we shall find /or whose us^ it 
was appointed. A^s our Saviour went through 
the corn-fields on the Sabbath day, his disci- 
ples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of 
corn; upon which the Pharisees said unto 
bim^ ^* Why do they, on the Sabbath day, 
that which is not lawful V Our Saviour, in 
reply, instanced the example of David, and 
said unto them, ** The Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath;*' a reply 
which, while it points out the object' for 
which the Sabbath was instituted, presents a 
safeguard against a superstitious appUcation 
of it. 

It may be objected that, at present, the 
first day of the week is observed instead of 
the seventh. This change was made by the 
primitive Christians; the first day being called 
by them th? J-ord's day, as a constant memoir 
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rial of that confirmation of all their hopes, 
—the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 
The observation of the first day being ap- 
pointed for the same purposes for which Ijbe 
seventh was instituted, and upon the hi^ 
authority of the Apostles, and immediate fol 
lowers of our Lord, it is equally incumbent 
on all who profess to believe in Christ, to 
keep it holy. To them it affords a constant 
memorial of that new creation which they 
receive in Christ Jesus. Whether the first 
day of the week, or the seventh, be observed, 
if the same good effects result, it would be an 
idle waste of time to dispute about the pro- 
priety of the peculiar day. We may, how- 
ever, draw this conclusion, that it is the will, 
and the command, of the Almighty, that a 
SEVENTH part of our time should be allotted 
to his service, and for the improvement of our 
spiritual interests. The first day of the week 
is, by the general consent of all Christiaq 
communities, established as the Sabbath, that 
is, as a day of rest. Presuming,, then, that all 
who are now assembled, must regard the Sab- 
bath as of divine appointment, 1 shall proceed 
with offering some general remarks on the 
necessity of keeping it holy. 

Every violc^tiop of the Sabbath is in defi^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



m 

mce^ the positive oomraandof the Almighty. 
He that said, '' Thou shalt not kill, ttou sbak 
not stieal, thou shall not commit adiAtery/' 
h» ^Iso said, ** ilemember that thou keep 
b^ly the Sribbaith day/' It is Temaikable, that 
this commandment precedes all the moFal 
commandments ; as if the observance df this 
were a security against a violation of Vlhose 
that followed. And, indeed, it may be easily 
imagined, where a stated time is not fi^ed to 
bring 'back the mind to a consideration of its 
duties; if the mind be not recalled, at r^u* 
lar periods, from the concerns and pleasures 
of the world, to w'hich it is too ready to devote 
itself; that it may become so far immersed in 
<ihem, as totally to lose sight of the great 
objects for which it exists. The religious 
principles imbibed on the Sabbath day, may 
be regarded as a holy aliment to support the 
mind against the temptations and trials of the 
succeeding week. If this heavenly support 
be not renewed, doubtless, the mind will be 
less able to resist the temptations with which 
it may be assailed. The more, therefore, the 
Sabbath day is neglected, and the more it 
becomes a day of idle amusement and plea- 
sure, the more it may be expected that the 
moral virtues will be enfeebled. A great 
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practical evil must^ therefore, be the necessary 
resdlt of violating the Sabbath. The mass of 
jDankind (have no other day on <which they can 
be instructed in the rdative duties they owe 
to God, their neighbours, and themselves. 
Ty« is the only day in »vhich they can be 
taught what sinfal creature they are by m^ 
ture ; the necessity of an atonement for their 
sins ; and the mercy and kindness of God, 
who has sen^t his Son to die for tiiero. I'his 
is the only day in which they can be com- 
forted with the assurance that, if they live 
in all holy conversation and godliness, they 
wiM, through the naerits of their Saviour, be 
received, after all their troubles and sorrows 
here, into the enjoyment of tiiose pleasures 
which are at the right hand of God for ever- 
more. This is the only day in which they 
can be in^pressed with the great trudis con- 
tained in the Scriptures, of a judgment to 
come ; of a state of eternal misery, prepared 
for the wicked and disobedient; and of eter- 
nai happiness for the good and faithful. Not 
only the poor and iliitemte require to have 
tfheir minds refreshed witfe the knowledge of 
these truths, but also the rich and learned. 
The contemplation of these truths is necessary 
for all ; and as they are conveyed in the 
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Scriptures, our Church has wisely ordained 
that several portions of the sacred writings 
should be publicly read every Sabbath day- 
So that, to a constant attendant at church, 
not only a gr«at proportion of the historical 
and prophetical parts of Scripture! must 
come under his notice, but those invaluable 
selections from the Gospels and Epistles, 
which convey the sublimest moral and reli- 
gious information. Nor must we forget the 
devotional spirit and reliance on God, which 
the perusal of the Psalms must inspire. 

Hqnce appears the necessity that particu- 
la:r places should be appointed, and parti- 
cular services instituted, to assist the mass of 
mankind to keep holy the Sabbath day.- To 
neglect the public worship, therefore, shews a 
disregard to the will of God, and a defiance 
of his commandment, to keep holy the Sab*- 
Imth day. The Sabbath day is not kept holy 
merely by a cessation from labour; it is neces- 
sary that the thoughts and affections be 
turned to God, our Creator, and the con- 
sideration of those things which he has done 
for the promotion of our eternal interests : for 
on him we depend for every blessing we hope 
to enjoy in this life, and from him we have 
received every blessing we have enjoyed* 
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But the person who neglects the pubUc 
worship of God, may perhaps contend that 
he can study the Scriptures at home, and 
pray in his closet. It is very true that he 
can; but will he do it? Or, if he has a sincere 
intention to do so, is he sure that no inter- 
ruption will occur from unforeseen circum- 
stances to prevent him ? Will not the person 
who absents himself from church, be liable to 
constant interruptions from the intrusions of 
visitors ? Or will he, if free from these, be able 
entirely to discard from his mind, his anxiety 
for his worldly affairs, which every objectabout 
him will recal to his recollection ? To tJiose 
who habitually neglect the church, it will be 
difficult to shut out the world on the Sabbath 
day. The leisure hours thus torn frona the 
Sabbath will most probably be consumed 
in the discussion of worldly affairs and 
worldly amusements. Thus the very time 
which God has appointed to wean them from 
the world, and to teach them to withdraw 
themselvjes from its vanities, will be directed 
to the production of an opposite effect; to 
brnd them more strongly to the world; to 
make them indifferent to all religious duties, 
and, ultimately, to every moral obligation. 
For he who shews a disregard to the law of 
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God will hate little regard for the laws of 
mad. The neglect of public worship almost 
necessarily draws with it a long train of vicei^, 
anfd eVen Crimes. 

Where will stich a tfian, if he be aflSicted dr 
poor, seek ftit Consolation ? will he seek it, 
where he^ only ought td look for it, in the 
ftierciftil protection of God ? Alas ! he has 
probably for a long time never had God in 
his thoughts. To what, then, \Vill he h^Ve 
^ecoiirse ? Alas ! how often is rdief sdught 
fbt by such^ for thfeir afflictions, in dninken- 
rtess and fclcess, and for their poverty, in 
ai tifice and dishonesty \ The fear of God then 
began to lose its influence dil their hearts, 
*rheh they ceiased to keep the Sabbath day 
holy. The observation of the Sabbath day 
did not originate ^ith man — it arose frorii 
the goodness and msdom of God, who best 
ktidws what is fbt our real welfare. Inquire 
<tf those who have violated the laws of socieiy, 
or, I should rather say, the laws of God, and 
the greater part will coilfess that theit de- 
pravity btiginsited in their neglecting the 
public worship. Inqtiind of those whd haVe' 
been guilty of theft or murder, and dther 
dreadful crimes, and the greater part will 
confess thiat they did not become thus cill- 
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paiblfe from Uny i^Udd^' impulse of passmii> 
biit from a gradual dfepeliction of their duty 
to God — ►that they had listened to the de- 
praved and vicious language of those who 
deHded religion^^aiid represented its ministers^ 
and the service tliey performed ^ in a disre- 
spectful naanner — that they first deserted 
their God,^ — that otherwise the tempter, the 
fenethy of God arid of their happiness and 
salvation, would not have had such power 
bi^er them. It is not, however some may 
consider it, a mark of an enlightened mind 
to despise the public worship. A constant 
attendant at church may be exposed to the 
ridicule of the licentious ; but to be deterred 
from the worship of God, through fear of 
ridicule, betrays a weakness likely to be pro- 
ductive of the most dreadful consequences^— a 
weakness which proceeds riot so much from a 
defect in the understanding, as from the 
heart. It betrays a desire to preserve or to 
gaintheapplause of those whose society ought 
rather to be shunned than courted : it betrays 
a propensity tt) indulge those sinfulappetatesj 
iWhich ought to be resolUtfely opposed. To 
those who wish to live soberly, righteously, 
and g&dly, no better advice <»an be oibredv 
than that which ehfbrces the observation of 
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Uie Sabbath day, and the keeping it holy* 
Does any man wish to be happy in hiniself^ 
in his fanaily, and in his children, and yet 
does he suppose that he can attain so de- 
sirable an object by setting a bad example^ 
and neglecting what, under the blessing of 
God, is best calculated to pronaote it ? 

" Him that honoureth me, I will honour/' 
says the Almighty ; and " he that despiseth 
me shall be lightly esteemed/' " He repay- 
eth them that hate him to their face, to 
destroy them : He will not be slack to him 
that hateth him ; he will repay him to his face/' 
Are .these declarations true ? They are true — 
they hav^ been awfully realised in innu- 
merable , instances. The anger of the Al- 
mighty is not a subject to be lightly regarded. 
Think you, then, that it is no insult to the 
Almighty to neglect his house ? Think you 
that no vengeance will await those that de- 
spise his Sabbaths ? Think you that they will 
prosper, or their families, who will not pursue 
those means by which they may obtain the 
blessing of God ? Do not, then, forget, my 
brethren, that there is one day in seven ap- 
pointed, in which you are required to withdraw 
yourselves entirely froni worldly concerns ; that 
there is a sacred house, in which those devout 
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woughts of God, of the duties we Owe him/ 
of the gratitude due to him for all that he 
has done for us, and expressions of confi- 
dence in him for all that we hope, are mpdt 
likely to be awakened. " I had rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of my God ^ than to 
dwell in the tents of ungodhness,*' says the 
inspired writer; strongly intimating, that 
those who do riot attend the pubUc worship' 
of God, will, in all probability, become com- 
panions of those that violate his comriiand-* 
riients. 

Were the mass of the people to attend the 
church service regularly, the moral effects 
would be incalculable. The sad examples of 
depravity and wickedness, which disgrace 
the Christian name, are rarely found among 
the observers of the Sabbath. I might. say, 
are never found among the conscientious 
observers of it. If the observation of the 
Sabbath day were entirely abolished (an idea 
which cannot be contemplated without hor- 
ror), what<5an we suppose would be the efiect 
upon Society? Can we imagine that men 
Would become wiser and better than they 
are now, that vice and licentiousness would 
receive a stronger check than at present? I 

H 



Digitized 



by Google 



98 

believe there are few that would answer in 
the affirmative. 

With respect to the present state of the 
Christian Sabbath, the morning might lead 
us to suppose that men still regarded it as the 
day whioh the Lord had blessed and sanctified. 
In most churches (at this period of the day) 
a crowded audience attends to hear the 
sacred word of God, and ta unite their voice 
in the prayers and praises which are due 
from them, to their Creator and Saviour. 
They listen with devout attention to the com- . 
mandments which are read to them from the 
altar ; and at the close of each they unite in 
sajring, " Lord have mercy upon us, and in- 
cline our hearts to keep this fetw.'' Let us 
hope that the words thus nttered proceed 
from the heart, that they are spoken with 
sincerity. Let us suppose, although the 
churches are nearly deserted in the evening, 
that the audience so lately dispersed has not 
forgotten the solemn commandments deli- 
vered to them, nor the responses made by 
them i «nd, consequently, that every head of a 
fumily (and this applies not only ta the rich, 
but also to the poor), although pi'evented by 
some locial circumstances from being' present 
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tit the e^rcfnlng setrvidfe, is y€i aiiiioiis to pr&> 
^erve the sanctity of the Sabbath daj. Let 
06 t^p^ose that be $t(^plies the deficieiicy of 
^blic we>r«hip, by ae/seanbtiDg hts i^udily 
around him, and either unites urith tbehi ill 
pvayer, or in the perusal of 9011I6 rdigtou^ ^is- 
cf<yurse2-^what ean be mote pleasing thattsuch 
a:8defl«?^^wha« more beudficiall to himself, 
utkd those immediately depevrdiug Upen him ? 
'^what that 6a.n draiw down greatet* bless- 
iti^gs? Nof is this, I ti'ost, an imaginary re- 
pt^ntadon, biit realized in many instances. 
What a contrast must it afibrd to thos^ 
#ho hftve fittetided the pnblie service fi^em 
fdshidfi 01^ sfeaifie^ or for nhtere foim ; to those 
#ho appeat to' have teft» with the seat tb^y 
hkVe Vijcatedi every rehgiotis idiea \ Whiat a 
cfdtitrast Mtist it present^ when eompared ifiik 
ttm eoftdact of thos© WbC withdraw from the 
house ef Gkxd, add Mingle with all the levities 
AAid fellies of the age * Is ndt lihe ceridact of 
sueh Siflrilar to that of the Pharisees, who; 
White they preserved,- ki sontfe m^sure, the 
form, had nothing of the spirit and f^H^y of 
religion in theif hearts? Sow can stich 
expect that the blessing of God will accom- 
pafay them in the lalbotncsand cdncernsof the 
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week ? While they praised God with their 
lips, their hearts were far from him. But 
let us be assured, my brethren, that God is 
not mocked ; that what a man soweth, that 
he shall also reap. 

The Sabbath is a day set apart for serious 
reflections on our present and future state- 
It is not a day for levity and idle amuse- 
ment. What, then, shall we say of those who 
make it a day for settling their worldly busi- 
ness, for greater indulgence in pleasures; for 
those who devote the hours, which God 
has commanded to be kept sacred, to tra*- 
velling or dissipation ? Will they not be 
called upon hereafter, to give an account of 
all they have done, in disobedience to the 
positive cbmmandirient of God, and for their 
withdrawing their domestics, their families, 
and their dependents, from that service which 
they owe to him ? Will they not have to 
account for that encouragement which they 
have given, by their 'exam pie, to licentious- 
ness and profaneness, and the open violation 
of the Sabbath day ? 

It may be diflScult, perhapsy to determine, 
in every case, what is consistent with the 
sacredness of the Sabbath day, and what is 
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not. An attempt to define the exact conduct 
which ought to be pursued, might have a 
tendency to make the Sabbath a day of 
superstition, and man appear to be made for 
the Sabbath, rather than the Sabbath for 
man. If, however, we have no diflSculty in 
understanding . what is impUed by sanctity 
and holiness ; if we have no difficulty in 
understanding that one day in seven must be 
totally withdrawn from all worldly business, 
and worldly pursuits; if we can perceive the 
necessity, in consequence of the infirmities of 
our nature, and the^sinful temptations which 
presjsnt themselves on every side, of there 
being a pei:iod, determined and unalterable, 
in which we; should more, particularly direct 
our attention to tjie will of God, the duties 
incumbent upon us as rational creatures, and 
the hopes of eternal happiness hereafter; 
surely we shall have no difficulty in per- 
ceiving when our conduct becomes incon- 
sistent with the precepts of the Alpaighty, to 
keep holy the Sabbath day. Every man^s 
conscience will form an unerring rule for him 
in this respect. 

It may be proper here briefly to notice 
two principal objections which are brought 
against the keeping the Sabbath day holy : 
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the one having ite soured in the k>ve of 
pleasure^ the other in ^he desire of woiidly 
advsjLntage. The tnan of pleaeure asserts^ 
that the Sabbath s^quld be devoted to pt|b^ 
lie amosements. But the arguments ad^ 
duoed^ however specious, are those of a 
weak and ignqrant being, against the 
positive commandment of the allwise God. 
Evctn if the example of oth^r oonntties be 
pleaded, that docis not prove its validity « 
The whole world lieth in wipkadnese. If 
we are to consult the wprld with respect to 
the propriety of any one commandment 
contained in the Decalogue^ and abide by 
the decision of the world respeotii^g it, we 
virtually reject the authority of God. 

The man of business celculates the sup^ 
posed loss to himself or to society, by the 
loss of labour in every seventh day. Did we 
entirely depend upon our own endeavours ; 
if God be indiffei^nt to our welfate aiid 
happin^sr if his divine Providence can 
neither increase our happinei^s, nor our 
misery; if He neither niaketh poor, nex 
maketh rich; if his blessing be of jio value; 
then, indeedj we might, in Lottie measure, 
perhaps, be justified in not allc wing evert the 
Sabbath day to interfere with our worldly 
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calliDgs. But man does not Uve by bread 
alone. There is the one thing neediiil, on 
which our happiness both here and hereafter 
depends. " Take no thought/' says our 
blessed Sariour, ** saying, What shall we eat ? 
or what shall we drink ? or wherewithal shall 
we be dothed ? But seek yej^rst the king*, 
dom of God 9 and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you/' 

Pleasure and worldly anxiety are the 
principal sources of the profanation of the 
Sabbath. The former too frequently leads 
to a vicious indulgence, and the latter to 
the love of money, which the Apostle calls 
the root of all evil. To deliver us from the 
baleful influence of these passions, forms a 
principal object of the Sabbath day. The 
enemies, therefore, of this sacred institution 
may be classed among the greatest enemies 
of the human race. 

If the observation of the Sabbath tends to 
make men "better, wiser, and happier, while 
its violation tends to destroy the comforts of 
society, and to render men the prey of their 
worst passions, we cannot be too careful in 
adopting every means in our power for its 
preservation. I have already observed, that 
the service of our Church is peculiarly calcu^ 
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iated to impress the minds, even of the most 
illiterate, with a gen^^l outline, of the great 
truths contained in the Scriptures. It may 
be further remarked, that a considerable part 
of the community derive nearly all the know- 
ledge they possess of the Scriptures from those 
portions which are read on the Sabbath day. 
Qn the six days of the week, to speak gene? 
rally, the hours which are^ not employed in 
worldly concerns, are . entirely devoted to 
pleasure and amusement, The attention;!^ 
not directed to the sacred writings; no, not 
for an instant. How great, then, would be the 
dearth of Divine knowledge, were it not fpr 
the regular return of a period, and that at no 
distant intervals, when a portion of the Word 
of God is publicly read, and men are reminded 
of their several duties! The short period of 
our sojourning here, and the certainty that the 
lapse of a few years must .remove us to a fu- 
ture state, renders the advantages resulting 
from the observation of the Sabbath still more 
apparent. Not only do the precepts incul- 
cated on this sacred day provide us with means 
of defence against temptation, but instruct us 
to prepare for that awful change which we 
must all shortly experience. Were the soul 
totally unacquainted with its relative situa-^ 
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tion, both with respect to things temporal 
and things eternal, nothing could be more 
deplorable. But when those means a;re pro- 
vided, by the i nfinite goodness of the Almighty, 
by which it may be fully informed of what 
concerns its real interests, surely no excuse 
can be pleaded for the neglect of making use 
of them. The mercy of God has sent his only 
Son to die for us; he has given us, in his 
holy Word, the rules for our conduct, during 
our sojourning in this world ; and warned us 
of that judgment, when all our actions will be 
thoroughly and impartially considered before 
his unerring tribunal. But, if we despise the 
admonitions which he has given us; if we 
wilfully withdraw ourselves from every oppor- 
tunity of hearing what great things he has done 
|br:i]»; if we stop our ears, and shut our eyes 
to what he has revealed; what can we expect, 
but that the heaviest punishment will await 
our indifference or neglect? Yet they, un- 
doubtedly, expose themselves to this danger, 
who devote those hours to pleasure and 
worldly business, which the Almighty has 
commanded us to employ in serious medita- 
tion on what he has vouchsafed to unfold to 
us. No commandment of the Almighty can 
be broken with impunity. His precepts, as 
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they Bovr from infinite goodness to bb rational 
cneaturee^ are such as, if complied witbf would 
promote their best interests. However we 
may flatter ourselves that disobedience, or a 
partial compliance with them* may advance 
our happiness or our welfare, we must, in this 
respect, be deceived^ Whether, therefore, we 
are induced to violate the fourth command-* 
ment from motives of self-gi^atification or in^ 
terest, we shall certainly be disappointed in our 
expectations. Where we anticipated pleasure^ 
we shall only experience vexation and sorrow^ 
And, instead of reaping any fruits from our 
unhallowed labours, our riches will become 
corrupt, our garments moth-eaten, our gold 
and our silver cankered. We shall only be 
heaping treasure together for the last day. ^ 

Our blessed Saviour compares those who^ 
having heard the Word of God, go forth, and 
are choked with cares^ and riches, and plear* 
sures of this life, and bring forth no fruit to 
perfection, to the seed which fell among thorns. 
And be has commanded us ^^ to labour not 
(only) for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
Ufe, which/' says he, " the Son of man shall 
give unto you." 

While^ therefore, on the one hand^ the 
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ol>wrv9tion of the Sabbath day may, by 
the blas^g of God^ be the meanft of saving u$ 
from that destruction which the cares^ the 
riches^ and the pleasures of life may bring 
upon ud; it may» at the same time, be tiie 
meaofi of providing us with that food which 
nourishes to eternal life* Next to idolatry, 
1)0 fiin is more mprobated than the violating 
the Sabbath day. This day was blessed 
aad sanctified by the AJmighty^. previously 
to the institution of the ceremonial law under 
Moses, The observation of it, as a sacred 
day, was then renewed by a positive command^ 
In consistency with this precept, the imme-^ 
diate followers of our Lord have observed a 
day of rest, keeping, as a memorial of his re- 
surrection, the first day instead of the seventh. 
What applies to the observation of the seventh 
day, or the profanation of it, among the 
Jews, equally applies, at the present period, 
lo the observation of the first, among the 
believers in Christ. The same obUgation, the 
same motives for its sanctification, extend 
to us. 

In conclusion, let me remind you, brethren, 
in the words of St. Paul, " There remaineth a 
rest for the people of God;'' that is, such a 
rest as God entered into when he had finished 
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his work, — a complete, a holy, a happy rest; 
" for he that is entered into his rest, he hath 
also, ceased from his own works, as God did 
from his/' That we may be partakers of this 
heavenly rest, let us keep holy the Sabbath 
day; let us call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable; let us honour 
Himj not doing our own ways, nor'findmg 
our own pleasure, nor speaking our own words. 
"Let us,'* as the Apostle commands us, "la- 
bour to enter into that heavenly rest which 
God has provided for us;'' let us fear, lest a 
promise being left us of entering into it, any 
of us should come short of it. 
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SERMON VII. 

l^ARTYRS. 

Take unto you the whole armour of God^ thai ye 
may he able to mthstand in the evil day^ and 
having done ally to stand. — Eph. vi. 13. 

It cannot be a subject of surprise that 
ttere should exist such an indifference to re- 
ligion, such a deadness in devotion, and that 
such a degeneracy of morals should prevail, 
where the means of that spirituality of mind, 
which we should cultivate, are so much ne- 
glected, or, I should rather say, are by too 
many totally omitted. What wonder is it, if 
the gates of hell, though they shall not pre- 
vail, should gain a temporary and extensive 
advantage over the Christian world ; if those 
who profess the name of Christ forget that 
contest in which they are engaged, cry peace 
when there is no peace, and, as if the battle 
were decided, and the victory assured, relin- 
quish, as useless, the arms of their spiritual 
warfare? The world, the flesh, and the devil. 
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are active enemies; their attacks, open or in- 
sidious, are never remitted. How, then, shall 
the careless Christian escape?— how shall he 
that sleepeth be safe?— how shall he, that is 
NOT zmth Christ, not be against Christ? It is 
not the natural aroi, it is not a temporal 
sword, it is not bodily strength which is re- 
qtxitedi it is wot by su«li meand M these tbat 
we cAtt seksure to cKirseiVes success. ** Though 
we walk in the flesh/' «a;ys flie* Apostle^ ** Wtf do 
not war after the flesh ; the weapons of owr war- 
fare ate not carnal, we wrestle tiot 6trly igaifnst 
flesh and blood, but,*' (to encrease the arduous 
nature of the contest), *^ against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulefs of the dai'k- 
taess of this world, agaiti^t spiritual wicked- 
ness in high placed/' 

The claims updn the exertidns of th6 Chris- 
tian have not beeti' the Same in etet'y age; 
they have varied according tothe'dispoi^tiotis 
arid views of their adversaries. But at en^ery 
period there is a trial of thdr faith. The 
spirit of Antichrist is never at rest: if it caii- 
not effect the destructiori of the cliurch of 
God by torture afid death, it U riot the less 
active in its erideavbufs t6 Stlbv^rt the fki<h 
fey artifice and sophistry. The efforts 6f the 
Christian warrior are demanded against those 
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irho detiy the Lord that bought them, tvho 
tread under foot the Son of God, hnd touf\t 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith they are 
Sanctified, an unholy thing— agakst those 
who regard the sacred Scriptures as a cun* 
ningly-devised fable— who are willingly igno- 
rant of this, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water and in the water— against 
those who say in their heart, and in their life, 
that there isf no God — against the licentious? 
and the profane — against the ridicule of the 
fodty and the sneer of the scorner. These are 
the principalities, these are the powers, these 
are the rulers of this world, which spread dark- 
ness, and the dominion of sin. This is that 
spiritual wickedness in high places which 
exalteth itself, and would withdraw the faith- 
ful believer from the worship of his God, his 
Saviour, his Redeemer. But the Christian 
has, in his baptism, renounced all allegiance 
to* the enemies of his faith. War is then 
declared . It remains, therefore, for the Chris- 
tian to determine Whether he will proceed 
with the contest, Or whether he will send an 
ertibassy, and desire conditions of peace. Too 
many who bear the name of Christ, have 
adopted the sad alternative. They have en-* 
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tered into a species of compromise; and while 
they promise to themselves the enjoyment of 
eternal happiness in a future life^.as soldiers 
of Christ, flatter themselves they can preserve 
a strict neutrality with the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, in this. But, perhaps, those who 
have thus entered into this truce, are not 
aware of its fallacious nature, and that .the 
terms of peace are in fact terms of subjection; 
that they have in effect quitted the banners of 
Christ, under which they were enlisted, and 
are serving that master whose wages are death. 
For let them be assured that in this spiritual 
contest there can be no peace : it is a war 
of extermination ; it is a war in which the 
Christian must either be crowned with victory, 
or bq covered with disgrace. Let, then, the 
Christian warrior adopt those means which 
may ensure success. Let him assume those 
spiritual arms enjoined by the Apostle, that 
he may be able to stand in the evil day. — 
" Take unto you,'' says he, " the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the breast-plate of 
righteousness; and your feet shod. with. the 
preparation of the Gospel of peace; above 
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all, taking the shield of faith, whereiwith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God/' In this hieavenly panoply to 
be einployed by the follower of Chriati the 
first particular mentioned is the girdle of truth : 
this will keep the rest of his armour compact 
and close; for, except truth accompany the 
Christian — except this be the object of his 
search, and he adhere to it when found — 
except, like the great pattern of his imitation, 
"righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins,"' he 
will in vain attempt to support the impbrt^nt 
cause for which he is pledged. 

Moreover, the Christian must be clothed 
with ^ehreast-plate of righteousness. The man 
whose life is irreproachable, who does not 
turn pale with a secret conscibusness of guilt, 
possesses the strongest protection. As it is 
recorded by the Prophet, of Him in whom 
there was no guile, neither was sin found 
ia his mouth, that ^^righteousness sustained 
him,^Vso also the Christian is strengthened, 
and supported, by the innocence of his life. 

The feet of the Christian soldier must also he 
shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace. 
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'^Hotr btmdtiful trpcMi tbe^ oioutttmnif'' s^^jb 
the Propbiet^ ^'alre tbefbetof him tiiiat lNringe& 
good tidings cf good^ that ^rablisbeth salva^ 
tioti/' The sitfcere add faithfid Chkistiaii 
will tbcfrefor^ be ihstoat in seasoh, out of 
season; will reprove^ rebuke, exhort, with s^ 
loilg^suffetiiig and doctrine, will embraot 
every opportiwiity of reminding his bi'ethfeii 
in the Lord of the^^ood tidings of great joy 
which extend to all people, — those tidings 
whidi'wererweived witb'rapturous praise by 
a multitude of the heav^y hOsA^. praising 
Gody and saying, '^Glor^r to God in;^ high- 
est;, and on earth peace, good will tow^irds 

The Christian rnmt akabeprwidedtanththe 
shield offaitkj wherewith he \fill be- able to 
quench all the fief y darts 6f the wickedj by 
wfaicif allusion is ihade to those darts^ h^ded 
vKth combustible matter; anciently in use, 
and which forni a fit em'bkMi of the destructive 
means which are employed by the! adVeieary 
of tiie Ghristian; I^t, slidtered ofnder the 
broad covering of the shieldi6f fMtb^ the' be^ 
Uever iS' always secure. If he lobk forward 
wrthtthe eye of faith toihe^orki unseen^— if 
h6 ndy (m> the promise ofv'God-^thece wiH be 
no attack which he will not^ be etiabledv te 
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re^d; WhtftShalPgiv« thft ChriStkti ddi^dU^ 
tibn atfld sttiengthdil the widfet df pierik?' Faith 
itt Christ. What sliatt scfcure hii; dbedieti^e 
to the comniandtnetft^ of Gdd; and reader 
Jiita; in pitbsperity, ufls&bdtifed by the solJJ^ 
citfetionsf of pleasute;- and in the distrisisscS^ 
pdVerCyi prfeset^e hiffi edtitfehted dtid hottest? 
Faith in Christ. What shall make hitn endi#te 
With ^rnwess affld resofattidn, tribtifation, tttr- 
turfei and death? Faith itf Christ. 

The Christian warrior must cih&pr&oidehim^ 
self tmth the helMet of sahation^ and the sword 
of the Sphit. The helrtiet of sikatioii is hopiev 
andtbe sw'fird of the Spirit ii the Wdrd of 
God* Hope follow*s faith ; for what \**e be^ 
\W«is tii&y happen, we ntay also hope wilth^p- 
p^. While, tberefore> f^ith is a befief inf the 
promises of God, hope is the expectatidtr of 
th^k fhlfilmei^. While f;grith leads us t6 
beKeve in th^ future h^ppines^ of the riglW. 
t^^DWA^ hop&leadii us to expecrt'that; if we'are 
rigtottous, we shall be participators in it. 
Thuis a'rmed^ tbe fkithfu); in c^ery age, hate 
1*^*1 vifcftoridus ovef thfeir s^fSritual eneriries. 

Bat thetfe is' atiothefr Girctrnistatice pe^u- 
Ratfly characteristic of the Christian 'w^arrior 
—PHiyer. Thfe Apd&tfe, after particulariSinfg 
the dlfferetit parts of the Chfristiari' arraoifr, 

I 2 
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in which he i8 to stand fast, enjoins him to 
pray alw^^ys with all , supplication in the 
Spirit, and to watch thereunto with all perse- 
verance. Consider, then, my brethren, how 
naked and defenceless the Christian is to all 
appearance. There is, however, an invisi- 
ble arm that protects him, a secret voice that 
encourages him, an invincible strength that 
supports him. Though flames and torture 
may destroy his mortal frame, they cannot 
destroy his soul. 

The victory of the Christian does not con- 
sist in escaping the temporary . malice and 
fury of his enemies, but in the preservation of 
his integrity and his faith. As long as he 
preserves these inviolate, he is iinconquered. 
If he yield,, in the least degree, in these 
respects, so far he becomes the victim of his 
foe. He is then subdued when he relin- 
quishes his faith — when he denies the Lord 
that bought him. At the first establishment 
of Christianity, what trials and cruel mock- 
eries were endured by the faithfurdiscijJes 
of Jesus ! The intrepid confessors and mar- 
tyrs, rather than deny the nam^ of Christ, 
encountered gladly «very species of torture, 
which the most cruel ingenuity could invent. 
But •* far greater was He that was in them^ 
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than he that is in the world/' True soldiers 
of Christ, in this their heavenly warfare, 
neither deceived by blandishments, nor ter- 
rified by threats, nor subdued by torments, 
they presented to their infuriated enemies an 
invincible band. To them the name of 
Christ, and their faith in him, was dearer than 
all the world could offer. "^Neither friends 
nor relations, neither riches nor honours, nor 
life itself, had any value, when put in com- 
petition with the exalted hope which they 
cherished. "O courageous and blessed bre- 
thren!*' exclaims an ancient writer,* himself 
the encourager of their fortitude, and after- 
wards an example of similar patience, and a 
martyr of the same faith,'t' " how shall I suffi- 

* St. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, beheaded in the persecu- 
tion of the Christians by Valerian, A. D. 268. 

t '^ Quibus ergo vos laudibus prcedieem fortissimi fratres ? 
robur' pectoris vestri^ et perseverantiam fidei quo preeconio vocis 
exornem ? Tolerastis usque ad consummationem gloris duris- 
simam qusestionem, nee cessistis suppliciis, sed vobis potius 
supplicia cedserunt. Finem dolonim quern tormenta non dabant, 
coronee dederunt. Laniena gravior ad hoc diu perseveravit, non 
ut stantem fidem dejiceret, sed ut homines Dei ad Dominum 
velocius mitteret. Vidit admirans preesentium multitudo 
cseleste certamen, certamen Dei, spiritale certamen, preelium 
Christi; stetisse servos ejus voce libera, mente incorrupta, 
virtute divina, telis quidem scecularibus nudos, sed armis fidei 
credentes armatos. Steteruiit torti torquentibus fortiores, et 
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&imt\y declare tl)^e .praises th^t ^pe due to 
you! what eoconiiHoi isreqii£|l toyour deiserts! 
with what language cap I express the strength 
of yoqr minds and y pur .perseverance ! Ypu 
have sufliered, even to the consummation of 
glory, the severest trials by torture. You 
have pot yielded to the cruelties injSlicted on 
you, but have wearied out your tormentors. 
— Crowns of immortal glory succeed to those 
pains which were only terminated by death. 
Men of God, ye escaped from the hands of 
the executioners to the Lord of Life. An 
astonished crowd beheld the heavenly, the 
divine, the spiritual contest, the battle of the 

pulsantes ac laniantes ungulas, pulsata ac laniata membra vice- 
runt. In expiignabilem Adem superare non potuit sseviens diu 
plaga repetita, quamvis rupta compage viscerum torquerentur 
in ^rvis Pei iam non membra sed yulnera. Fluebat sangiiis, 
qui incendium persecotionis epoingoerety qui flammas et ig^es 
g«benn» glonoso cruore ^iret. O quale iUud fuit spectacu- 
Inm Domino, quam sublime, quiMu magnum, qu^m Dei ocu^8 
aiK^mmento, ac deyotione militis ejus acceptufn sicut scriptiim 
sstoto spalmis SfHritu sancto Ipquei^te ad nospafiter et ixio^e9te : 
Prffiosa €9t in (^otupeQtu Domm morsjv^tortm ejus ; p^etipsa moirs 
h»c est quse emit immortalitatem pretio sui s^gjoi^^s; quse 
accepit<;oronam de consummatipne virti^tis. Qus^ leetus illic 
CbristuSc fuit, quam libeus in talibua servis suis ^ pug^ayit et 
vicit protector fid^i, dans credei^tibus ta;^tum, quantum seciredit 
oapere, qui sumit : certamini ^i^p a4fu.it, prceVatpresatqueasser- 
toi«8 sui noroinis erwt, cprroboravit, animavjt."-— P. Cypriflni, 
Tom. i.Ep. viiL 
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Lord'S Christ. They tbeheld his .servants }XDr 
restrained ill. tjbeir speech, of pure hearts, of 
divide virtue; destitute indeed of .worldly 
we^P9QS,,bi^t supplied with the arms of faith, 
^hey stood ^n the midst .of torture more 
rosq^utej^han their ^ortvirqrs ; thqr beaten and 
^lan^led li^bs subdued the efforts of those 
tbat be^t and macigled them. The freq^ept 
and reiterated blow in vain assailed their 
faith, which remained inviolate, although the 
bodies of these servants of God, lacerated and 
disfigured, presented rather a mass of wounds 
than a distinction of limbs and features/' 
How noble, how sublime, how exalted a 
spectacle! Surely the Lord himself, who 
was made perfect by sufferings, beheld with 
approbation this perseverance of his saints, 
tlus triumph of faith over persecution and 
death ! But let us hear the language of the 
confessors themselves, who survived for a time 
their companions in faith, their fellow-soldiers 
in Christ: — *" We have beheld, as it were. 



« '^Extuisergp litteris vidimus gloriosos illos martyrum trium- 
pbo8>.et oculjs nostris quodammodo, ccelum illos petentes,,pro- 
secati SQinuB ; et ^ter angelos ac potestates, dominationesqQe 
ccelestes constitatos, contempUti sumus^ sed et dominum iqpud* 
patrem testimomum nuum illis promb^um perhibentem auribus 
nostris quodammodo seD8iiii,us. Hoc est ergo quod et K^i$ 
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with our eyes, the triumphs of the martyrs ; 
we have pursued them on their way to hea- 
ven; we have contemplated them in the 
midst of the celestial angels, the celestial 
powers, the celestial dominions; we have, as 
it were, seen the Lord himself presenting 
them with the promised testimony of their 
fortitude before his Father. This is what 

anhnum in dies singulos erigit, et ad consequendos gradus 
tant® dignationis intendit. Quid enim gloriosius^ quidve feliciu» 
ulli hominum potent ex divina dignatione contiDgere^ quam 
inter ipsos camifices interritum confiteri Dominum Deum? 
quam inter scevientia seecularis potestatis varia et exquisita tor- 
tnenta etiam extorto, et excruciato, et excarnificato corpore 
Christum Dei filium, et si recedente, sed tamen libero spiritu 
confiteri? quam relicto mundo coelum' petiisse ? quam desertis 
hominibus inter angelos stare? quam impedimentis opmibus 
scecularibus ruptis, in conspectu Dei jam se liberum sistere ? 
quam coeleste regnum sine ulla cunctatione retinere ? quam col- 
legam passionis cum Christo in Christi nomine factum fiiisse ? 
quam judicis sui divina dignatione judicem factum fuisse ? quam 
immaculatam conscientiam de confessione nominis reportasse ? 
quam humanis et sacrilegis legibus contra fidem non obedisse ? 
quam veritatem voce publica contestatum fuisse I quam ipsam, 
quee ab omnibus metuatur, moriendo mortem subegisse ? quam 
per ipsam mortem immortalitatem consecutum fuisse ? quam om- 
nibus scevitise instrumentis excarnificatum et extortum, ipsis 
tormentis tormenta superasse? quam omnibus dilantati corporis 
doloribus robore animi reluctatum fuisse ? quam sanguinem 
suum profluentem non horruisse ? quam supplicia sua post fidem 
amare coepissc V* — Z>. Cypnaniy Tom. i. Ep. xxvi. 

The reader will perceive that the above passages have been 
rather paraphrased than strictly translated. 
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daily rouses our minds^ and urges us to the 
pursuit of the same honour. For what can 
be more glorious, what more honourable, than, 
undaunted in the midst of executioners, to 
confess the Lord God? — than, in the midst 
of the cruelty, the variety, and the refinement 
of torture which worldly power can inflict, 
with a wounded, a mangled, and a lacerated 
body, while the soul is yet receding from its 
tenement, to confess that Christ is the Son of 
God ? What more glorious than quitting the 
world, to go to heaven ? — than leaving men, to 
stand among angels ? — than, bursting every 
worldly fetter, to stand without restraint, and 
free in the presence of God ? — than to possess 
the kingdom of heaven without delay? — than, 
in the name of Christ, to be a partaker of the 
same sufferings ? — than to have maintained an 
unpolluted conscience at the confession of his 
name? — than, with faith unbroken, not to have 
submitted to human and sacrilegious laws?— 
than publicly to have borne witness to the 
truth ? — than, by suffering death, which: is 
dreaded by all, to gain immortality? — than, 
wasted and consumed by every species of 
cruelty, to exhaust by suffering, whatever 
could be inflicted ?— than, in themidst of pain, 
to preserve the mind unmoved ? What more 
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^hbnouiable Iban ,nQt to tshudd^r wbeo tttbe 
blood flowed ? tban lOQt to prefer impuaitiy 
&om toTHient ,to %he ipreservatioa <)f f^ithr 
£luch has been the language of the f^iitibfvd io 
every age. Thus inviolate are the souls of 
the true betieverSiUnder the ;proteotiQii of ttbe 
armour of God. 

This armour, my .brethren, we are equally 
enjoined to put. on. What though the «{une 
obstacles are not presented to our prc^e3siQii 
of the Christian faith ; although torture and 
deq^th may not be threatened, to deter us from 
declaring that we believethat Jesus is the So» 
of God, and that we are saved through faith 
in .him ; yet we have also owv^evil day. The 
evil. day is that in which we are called upon 
to maintain qw faith. The attack may be 
made, either by, open violence, by. expressions 
of contempt, by illiberal ridicule, or the 
temptation? of delusive pleasure. But jin 
whatever way the assault may be made, then 
is the day of trial ; then the Christian is 
made a spectacle to the world, to angels, ^x^ 
to m^i. Happy will it be for him, if he then 
remain qnshaJken — ^if in this his evil day he 
become more than conqueror through Christ 
that loved him, and gave himself for him. 
The contest is not for any temporal honour 
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or r«w;^i[4> but ,fpr his eterqal interest It is 
not a mattet of indifference whether he be 
yiQtoi^iQus or npt; h^s eternal hs^ppiqes^ or 
^nis^ry are inyolved in it. Nor let the true 
and faithfpl soldier of Christ be , displayed — 
he has nothing to fear. The Captain of hi^ 
Salvation is alre^^ly victorious. ^^ Be of good 
cheer/' says he, " I have ov^come the world/' 
Does not our heavenly Saviour, in .these 
words, say to each of us, What have you to 
fear?— -Your enemies are subdued by me. 
you have indeed to pass through the world, 
bqt that world is already vanquished • — Xpu 
may be exposed to many temptations to 
withdraw you from your duty, and to shake 
your faith ; but be persuaded that the tempter 
has no power over you, if you will but have 
the courage to oppose him. — ^^Resist the devil, 
apd he will flee. — In the world you will have 
tribulatipns ; but I am always present with 
you : I will never leave you, nor forsake you. 
Let the Christian, moreover, be excited to 
maintain his spiritual warfare, by the cer- 
tainty of the fulfilment of the gracious pro- 
mises of our Saviour, both with regard to 
tbi;s life and that which, is to coipe, if he con- 
tinue rfaHhful to him; and by the f?ar of for- 
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feiting those gracious promises, should he be 
unfaithful. 

Which of us, my brethren, can read the 
saered Scriptures — which of us can hear the 
glad tidings of salvation, of the joys of hea- 
ven and eternal happiness — which of us can 
peruse the life and actions of our blessed 
Saviour — Oh ! who can hear of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, and the life eternal — who 
can think of the approach of that dread day, 
when the graves shall be opened, and the dead 
come forth — when the Son of Man shall 
come in the clouds of heaven, and all his 
holy angels with him, and not say within 
himself, Oh ! that I were indeed a faithful 
soldier of Christ ! Oh ! let me cast off all my 
sins, let me become a new creature, let me 
prepare, by repentance and newness of life, 
and by faith in my Saviour, to become an 
inheritor of his heavenly promises, of the 
mansions of th6 blest? Let me, if I have 
hitherto neglected it, rank under the banners 
of Christ. Let me fight the good fight of 
faith. Shall the graves be opened, and the 
dead rise, and I not be accepted? Shall 
Christ appear with all the myriads of the host 
of heaven, with the voice of the archangel 
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and th^ trump of God; and shalj I be con- 
demned before this awful, this solemn tribu- 
nal, frpm which there is no appeal ? Ob ! 
whither shall I fly, in that dreadful day, from 
his presence! Where shall I hide my guilty, 
my ungrateful head ! I shall then call in 
vain tp the rocks to hide me, or the hills to 
cover me. While then it is yet in my power^ 
although , weary and heavy laden with my 
sins, let me gp to him, and he will give me 
rest ! 

It is impossibly to imagine how great the 
anguish of their minds will be, who, for the 
sake of the sinful gratiflcations of this present 
life, shall have swerved from their duty, have 
become rebellious against Christ, and thus 
forfeit those hopes of eternal happiness which 
he had purchased for them by his blood; and 
instead of the crown of glory thsjt fadeth not 
away, instead of the reward which will be 
given to the servants, the prophets, and the 
saints of the Lord God Almighty-^instead of 
entering the heavenly Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads, shall inherit 
eternal fire, and, blotted out of the book of 
God, possess a miserable state of immortality, 
an ,t)ie midst of weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. 
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It is vain that ^e assume to ou»elV6s the 
a^^ellatititi 6f soldiers 6f Christ; elcepft' We 
\^alk eveti^ as* he walked, eiM«^'W« endea^ 
tout t& btf pefrfect, etteii as our Father 
wbieh' isi itt heaven is peHtect. The 
Christian^ W^rriof should exattiitie b?S owfl 
htert; If be is couseious to himself that 
he ha& eradfied the flefsh, \vith the affections 
and lusts; that he lives in the Spirit; that 
the fruits 6f thfe Spirit are manifested in his 
life and actions ; if he is conscious to himself 
that he not only avoids the actual commission 
oi s*fi, but flies from it with horror, and 
dr^ds the very approach to it; that he 
abs<ains f¥om all appearance of evil ; that he 
never supports or countetiaUces it in others ; 
aftd that he heartily repents of all his p^t 
sins, and prays to God to enable him, by his 
gi^ce^ to reniain stisadfast in every holy pur- 
pose and resolution; then indeed he is a faith- 
fhl soldier of Christ, and may go forward with 
confidence to fight the good fight of faith/ 

Finally, brethren, endeavour, by the grace 
of God, to prove yourselves faithful servants 
and soldiers of God, in patiently enduring 
every affliction for his sake, by purenfess, by 
kttowlAdgfe, by long suffering, by kindness, by 
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned; by the 
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word oC truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right hand and 
on the left, ever remembering that the time of 
your sojourning here is but short ; *^ that 
your light a£9iction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketb for you a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, while you look 
not at the things that are seen, but to the 
things that are not seen ; for the things that 
are seen are temporal, but the things that are 
not seen are eternal/' 
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SERMON VIII. 

SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO. 

Oitr God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning Jiery furnace^ and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But 
if not 9 be it knoum unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy godsy nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. — Dan. iii. 
17, 18. 

There is no principle more noble or more 
exalted than, unmoved by the fear of torture 
or of death, to resist the tyrannical will which 
would oblige us to yield to its dictates, in 
violation of the laws of God. Such was the 
fjEiithful conduct of Peter and thC; Apostles, 
who replied to the chief priests, when they 
comnianded them to desist from preaching 
in the name of Jesus, *' We ought to obey 
God rather than you/' Numerous, are the 
instances recorded in the Scriptures, of those 
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who chose rather to suffer affliction, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 
Among them is the inspired writer, in whose 
invaluable prophecy is recorded the de- 
livery of the three Jews from the burning 
fiery furnace. He had himself proved his 
fidelity to God ; he had bfeen cast into 
the den of lions, and escaped unhurt. 
*' When king Darius came to the den, he 
cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: 
and the king spake, and said to Daniel, 
Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to deliver 
thee from the hons? And Daniel said, 
king, live for ever. My God hath sent his 
angel, and shut the lions! mouths, that they 
did not hurt me ; forasmuch as before him 
innocency was found in me.'* 

It is this Daniel who is the historian of the 
important fact which will form tlie subject 
of the present disdouhe* Itt the account 
given us of the mii-aculous deliVfefahce of 
Shadrach, Meshach, land Abedmego frbtd the 
burning fiery furnace, it does notHp|)e&r thiat 
they had received any previous intiniation 
of the Divine interference iii their f*r^our* 
They appear to have con^dered the discharge 
of their duty to God as tbe-grcitttfest oWiga- 
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tion which could be imposed them ; relying 
upon his providence to protect them, should 
it be agreeable to his ilirill, they did not hesi- 
tate to expose themselves to the fury of the 
flames. Idolatry was in their, eyes worse 
than death itself, even in the terrible shape in 
which it was presented to them. The God 
whom they served had restricted their, wor*- 
ship to himself alone. "Thou shalt have 
none other Gods before me/' The decree of 
the mighty potentate, thq splendour and 
cK>lossal height of the golden statue, the mag- 
nificence of the spectacle, the grandeur of the 
music, the great men that were assembled, 
prit^ces, . governors, and captains, had no 
effect upon them ; nor were they in the least 
moved by the threat of the incensed monarch 
to cast them into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. The awful command of God^ 
that they should not bow down before any 
graven image, could not be forgotten ; and, 
tfhile it dictated the line of conduct they 
were to pursue, confirmed their courage; and 
elevated their hopes. In the midst of the 
immense multitude thstt was assembled, they 
alone appear to be impressed with the niag- 
hitude of the crime in which they were com- 
manded to unite. Doubtless there were 
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many men of deep research,' of philosophic 
niinds, who secretly ridiculedthefolly of their 
prince; but although they despised the object 
proposed for their worship, and the infatuated 
worshippers, they silenced every scruple 
which might arise in their minds, ahd bowed 
down with apparent reverence to the golden 
image. ^' When all the people heard the 
sound of the comet, fliite, harp, sackbut, 
psaltry, and all kind of music, all the people, 
the nations, and the languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king had set up/' Picture to 
yourselves this mass of human beings, this 
mass of in tellectuar creatures, thus prostrate 
before a senseless idoL But who shall dare 
to dispute the edict of the king? who be 
rash enough to incur his anger, by refusing to 
pay a little homagie to this golden image? 
and thus not only lose all hope of future 
favour, but forfeit their property, ruin their 
families, and be burnt to death? Surely that 
man must be destitute of common sense, who 
could hesitate to comply with the decree of 
the king. Such, probably, was the reasoning 
of the wise men of Babylon; and what men 
wer^ more renowned for wisdom than they? 
who more skilled in science ? where was there 
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greater knowledge and learning, at this period, 
than among the Chaldeans ? But these three 
men reasoned very differently. They were, 
indeed, distinguished for being skilful in all 
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge; and the 
king himself found them ten times better than 
all the magicians and astrologers that were in 
his realm : it is moreover recorded, that God 
had given them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom. The conduct of such 
men, under such circumstances, could not be 
the result of false principles; their behaviour 
could not discredit the high qualifications 
they possessed, or the rank they held, or the 
esteem with which they were regarded ; their 
behaviour could not but be such as would meet 
with the applause of every good man in every 
age, such as, if it suffered persecution in this 
world, would not be disappointed of its 
reward in the next. They were in the prime 
of youth, they were elevated to the highest 
stations in the court of the great king; " they 
were set over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon.*' By uniting with the rest of the 
multitude in falling down before the golden 
image, they might have retained their rank, 
and the favour of their prince ; but despising 
the threats of the monarch, they replied, in- 
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9tigated by no other motives than a sense of 
duty, and a fear of disobeying God, '* Ne- 
buchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter !" we shall answer thee 
plainly and without any subterfuge ; " If it 
be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
^eKver iis from the burning fiery furnace, 
and' he will deliver us, O king. But if not, be 
it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
worship thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up/' This spirited, 
this conscientious reply, and the fortitude 
with which they resigned themselves to the 
flames, presents a bright example of f^ith in 
Ood, and obedience to his precepts. 

In the eyes of worldly-minded men, their 
conduct would b^ considered as the result of 
folly and madhes^. There are, indeed, too 
many who aj^ar to regard all religious wor- 
ship as necessary only in a political view, 
and to think that it is^a matter of indifierence 
what creed is adopted. Surely, the secret 
language of such is. Tush ! how should God 
perceive; is there knowledge in the Most 
High ? Surely such must have deeply imbibed 
the impure stream of philosophy, falsely so 
called, of scepticism, and infidelity, which is 
productive of the most pernicious effects. 
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It is recorded^ that, upon their refusal to 
WDiship the image^ Nebuohadneizaar waa fulj 
o£fury:^ a^A that he cominanded the furnace 
to be heated one seven times more than it 
was, want to^be heatedi and the most mighty 
miett that were in bis army to bind, the oppo- 
nents of his impious wUl, and. to cast them 
inta it. Thus did he vainly endeavour to 
unite all the nations that composed his, vast 
empire, in one religion, and to make idolatry 
supersede the wonship of the true God^. But 
be i was opposed by a. few individuals^ where 
hel^&t expected it; by three men belonging 
to a nation^ whxck he had carried away cap- 
ti^e^ whose city and temple, he had burnt- 
men whom^ fron^ a state of.captivity, be had 
raised to honour and authority in his. own 
dominions. Surely, he did not perceive that 
It was. not his own arm tb^k had^ conquered 
Judea; that he w,as only an instrupientin.the 
handscof the Almighty, to.puni&b a rebellious 
pei^e. Surely he did not peirei^e. that the 
same Almighty power, which had thus made 
him victorious, bad , not quite a century befoiie^ 
destroyed by his angel th& numerous aqny of 
Sennacherib^ who formerly possessed the 
same tbrone. Did he suppose that the God 
o£ the Jews, was like the gods of the nations 
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whom his predecessors had destroyed ; as 
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the chil- 
dren of Eden? Did he not perceive that the 
golden image he had set up was as vain as the 
gods of the nations which he had destroyed ? 
**for they were no gods, but the work of men^s 
hands, wood and stone/' But, although the 
inhabitants of Judea were carried into capti- 
vity, the Lord had not forgotten them ; ^' his 
eyes were set upon them,*' as it is expressed 
in the prophet Jeremiah (chap. 24), " for good, 
to bring them again to their land: to build 
them up, and not to pull them down; to plant 
them, and not to pluck them up; to give them 
an heart, that they might know the Lord, 
that they might be his people, and that he 
might be their God/' 

Those, therefore, that remained faithful to 
him, although deprived of their own country, 
of the temple, and the altar, and in the midst 
of their enemies, were still under his protec- 
tion. Thus the Psalmist says, " The angel of 
the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them. O taste, and see 
how gracious, the Lord is : blessed is the man 
that trusteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye 
that are his saints: for they that fear him 
lack nothing/' — "Then those men were bound 
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in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and. 
their other garments, and were cast into the. 
midst of the burning fiery furnace/' But 
what was the astonishment of Nebuchadnez-* 
zar, when he saw them walking loose in the 
midst of the fire, and without hurl? He had ex- 
pected that the fire would have consumed theni 
instantly, as it did the men that cast them into 
it.. But they walked without hurt in the midst' 
Qf the flames. A heavenly protector appeared 
with them, in form like the Son of God. 

It is impossible to imagine a more impres- 
sive or awfnl spectacle. The decree of the 
king was cancelled in an instant; the image 
of gold no longer attracted the adoration of 
its idle votaries ; the instruments of music 
were heard no longer ; the servants of the 
Most High God were summoned from the 
flamesrr-they came forth from the burning 
fiery fiirnace unhurt. " Then the princes, 
the governors, the captains, and the counsel- 
lors gathered together : they saw those men 
upon whose bodies the fire had no power ; 
nor W3S an hair of their head singed, neither 
were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed upon them/* Those who had 
flattered the king in his vain and wicked 
iptentions, those whose skill he had consulted 
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ini setting up this, golden* image, those whose 
maliceor cruelty he had indulged) by listening 
to> their accusation, what must have been 
their sentiments; what their shame, what 
l^ir terror of having offended the living Gody 
wlien they thus saw his servants rescued? 
The sameaw^ must have been inspired into 
their hearts^ as pervaded the Israelites, wh«>, 
after the fire had descended from heaven, and 
consulted the sacrifice, and the water^ on the 
altar which Elijah had raised, they fell on 
their faces, and cri^d, ** The Lord he is the 
God, the Lord he is the God \" It is un» 
necessary to mention^ that Nebuchadne^tear 
blessed: the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego ; and made a decree that no one 
should speak any thing amiss against him ; 
and that hd promoted these men, against 
whom his fury had been excited,, in the pro- 
vince of Babylon. This example of a su- 
p^intending providenqe afifords^ sufiicient 
encouragement, to every true believer to 
persevere in obedience to the commandments 
of God. That this important fact may be 
productive of some advantage to ourselves, 
we might c^msider the plain of Dura as re- 
presenting the world — the service paid to 
the golden image, as the vices prevailing in 
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influence of the m^i of the world, and their 
eager endeavours, and threats^ to make the 
servants of God unite M^ith them in the same 
vices in which they indulge-r-the fiery fur- 
nace, as the persecutions to which, the faithful 
may be exposed, iii the trial' of their faith — 
the fourth person, in fifte /cfiwii of the Son of 
God^ who appeared walking in the midst, of 
the flames^ to be indeed the Son of God, 
the angel of the covenant, to support; and 
strengthen his servants in all their sufferings 
— ^the ddiverance of the three men, and tjheii 
^oodng Ibrth from the fiaimes; unhurt, as re** 
presenting the resurrectipn of the righteous 
from the dead, to the enjoyment of eternal 
Hfe. 

By thus applying this im^portant hiatory, 
we might be enabled. to render it productive 
to ourselves of the best practical effects. As 
the plains of Dura werje the scene of a splen-r 
did pageant for a few hours, so this world is 
only the place of our sojourning for a short 
period. la a few years we shall be removed 
from it ; but our removal will not be into a 
state, of annihilation— we shall not cease to 
exis^ after our departure. W^e this the case, 
it would be of little importance whether we 
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complied with the dictates of a sinful world, or 
not; then we might say, ** Let useat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die ;" then we might yield 
a ready obedience to the edict that might 
command us to bow before a golden image : 
like some of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
*^ who sat down to eat and to drink, and rose 
up to play*' (that is, to celebrate dances in 
honour of their idol), we might indulge in 
festivity and excess. But after the termina- 
tion of this our mortal existence, our conduct 
will be subject to a severe and impartial 
scrutiny. " The Lord our God is a jealous 
God ; he will not give his glory to another/' 
In whatever degree, therefore, we comply with 
the dictates of the world, in opposition to the 
dictates of our consciences, and the laws of 
God, we so far withdraw ourselves from the 
worship of God, and sacrifice to the god of 
this world ; and we shall have to account for 
such a dereliction of our duty. But as the 
golden image which Nebuchadnezzar the 
king set up, will not be able to deliver his 
votaries in the day of wrath, so neither will a 
sinful compliance with the fashions of the 
world, be able to afford us any support, at 
that awful period, when we shall most require 
it. These things will be in reality our con- 
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demnation; they will witness against us. 
Then will only the true and sincere worship- 
per of God be approved in his pr^ence;. the 
man who had ndt shrunk from a faithful dis- 
charge of his duty — the man who had lived 
in obedience to the commandments of God, 
unterrified by threats, and uriseduced by 
pleasure. There are, perhaps, many who will 
contend, that they cannot be guilty of ido- 
latryi where there is no visible image of wor- 
ship: but there is an idolatry of the heart. 
Thus the Apostle calls covetbusness idolatry. 
For what is covetousness ? Is it not, in fact, 
a trust in riches, rather than in the living 
Grod ? May we not, therefore, be justified, 
upon a similar principle, in charging those 
with idolatry, whose hearts and affections are 
devoted to pleasure or ambition ? Are not 
these idols also ? We are required to worship 
the Lord bur God with all our heart, with all 
our mind, with all our strength. If, there- 
fore, we do not withdraw oursielves from what- 
ever may destroy so sacred a worship, we are 
guilty of idolatry ; instead of serving God, we 
are servirig another master ; we are, to use 
the language of Scripture, servirig that " idol 
which is set up in our hearts/' 
The temptations to withdraw us from the 
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true "wbrs^p of Ood^ are indeed niimeroiis 
aod urgent; trat^ before wi yicWfto tfaein, 
tet us consider liow teuch^^js lost by ^iibmis^ 
man to them. Shall we not lose the favour 
of God) the peace of our i©wn conseiesices^ 
the hopes of eternal happibesb ? But what 
shall we gain in exchange? A telbpimiry 
tojofinent-^the applause of the wor^ess 
and abandoned^ Bat an enjoyment whidi is 
Ottly transitory, cannot be put in cmnpeti- 
^on widi those pleasures which aitre at the 
right hand of G6d for eventtore^ except By 
senseless and in^tUatedmefi. ^^But observe 
the crowd thronging round the golden image. 
Shall we act differently foom others? Shall 
wettiakeoupselves singular, by absenting onr^ 
selves? See, the whole world 4s forsaking tte 
true God, and following the idol which 4hey 
have set up. Shall we not joih oUrsd^es wdth 
them ? Shall we not do as others d6 ? Bhall 
we not be exposed to censure and ridicule, if 
we do ftot comply? Let us free ourselves front 
all restraint. The world is our idol ; that we 
will serve ; and that we will obey .^' Such is the 
language of too many, as is strongly evinced 
by their actions: It is the fear of man ^that 
operates with them^^ and the love of pleasure. 
influeu'Ced by such motiws, they impioilsly 
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attd boldly risk th€ loss'of their souls. vBut 
what are the pleasures of this life? Hoir 
^♦^k ! how ^ transitory ! And what ^re the 
beings 'whofee fevoar and applauds they thus 
diarly pdtchase ?^^Tliat of friil and sinfid 
t»en ^; of cnidn destitute of religious: principle ; 
ofiklen'who have theoistelves forsaken God ; 
of men who, ^whatever disguise iiifey may as- 
sume, tiowever oheerful they 'may appear in 
theeyes of others, poslsess nd itmard ^a^e. 
They cailnot fly frotn the remonstrances ^of 
their consciaices; they cahndt silence that 
intviard rtemorse,or that secret whis{ier> which 
brings to their Remembrance irhatever evil 
thiag they have said or done, and alliums 
tliem with the apprehtosidn of that pnnisii^ 
tn^nt whifch awaits thetn from their bSibnded 
<3rod* Themseh^s the victims of sin, the 
slaves of vice^ they cannot benefit those 
'whom thfey seduce ^o the samd botidagi^. 

But is there no 'autiibritative edict, no 
dreadful pmnishment, lio burning fiefy fur- 
ila6e^ to enforce our compliance with the 
•sinful pleasures of the world?— None at all. 
Where, thien, is the excuse which those can 
|>.lead, who forsake Ood from a love of the 
^orid ? Whiit can they urge in their defeice? 
for the little bWdquy, the little 'contempt, or 
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ridicule they may experience, because they 
do not run to thie same excess with others, 
scarcely deserves* notice; and, at the present 
period, there is rarely any thing beyond this 
to apprehend. But, supposing there weiie 
more to be endured ; that pfersecution awaited 
them; the loss of their property, of their 
friends, of their relatives, of life itself ; yet, 
what are these things, when compared with 
the glory that shall follow a faithful obedience 
to the commandments of God? But, if there 
be no edict which enjoins our submission to 
the world, there is a command which forbids 
us to love the world, or the things of the 
world. If there be no burning fiery furnace, 
into which they shall be thrown, who do ndt 
bow to the customs of the world, th^e is the 
lake of fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels, into which they will be cast, who 
know not God, and that obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But who shall deliver the ungodly froili 
that dreadful doom which will- thtn await 
them? Who sihall deliver them' froln tho^e 
flames that never will be quenched? The 
Son of God will not walk in the midst of the 
flames to deliver them. The sentence &f con- 
demnation will then have passed upon them — 



Digitized 



by Google 



145 

^ Ben t€«ice) wliicb cannot be reveirsed. While 
they setnained in this world, the door of mercy. 
nmsopm ta them t for the Son of God is ready 
tp receive those that rely on him: he will in> 
no wise cast put any that come unto him. 
He is ready to support and strengthen them 
under every trial. But wlien the sentence of 
condemnation has once passed, all mercy is 
for ever excluded. It is no where said in the 
Scriptures, that the wickedshall be able to turn 
toGpd, after theclose of thei r presen t existence.^ 
It is no where said, that repentance will avail 
after death. There are no means pointed out of 
our becoming Teconciled to God in a fnture 
state* The language of the Scripture uni^ 
formly calls the sinner to immediate repenU 
ance. It never admits of delay, ** Now is. 
the accepted time/' — ** Now is the day of 
salvation/'—" Except ye repent, ye shall 
perish.'' — " He that believeth on the Son^ 
hath everlasting life: and he that believetli 
not the Son, shall not isee life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him." — " We are 
sure," says the Apostle* " that the judgment 
of ^God is accor^ding to &ith, against thetn 
which comnjit such things/' — " Despisjest 
thou," says he, " the riches of his goodness, 
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and forbearance, a&d loog-^ufferiDg: not 
knawing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance; but after tbj hardness 
and impenitent heart, treasnrest up unto thy- 
self wrath against the day of wrath, and re- 
yelation of the righteous judgment of God f 
It does not appear anywhere in t^e sacred 
Scriptures, that there will be a period of trial 
for us a second time^^that there will be a 
second atcmenient for iis. The work of sal- 
vation must commence in this life. It is to 
be wrought with fear and trembling, Re-^ 
pentance and newness of life cannot, there^ 
fore, begin too soon. We cannot be too early 
in our endeavours, by die gf^oe of God, to 
becoipoe true believers in Christ, to rdy on his 
atonement for salvation, and to bring forth 
the fruits of righteousness. That greats day, 
oh which the dead will be raised, is the great 
and final day in which the elements shall meh; 
with fervent heat; the earth also, and the 
works that are therein, shall be bumt up. It 
is called the day of God-— 4ihe day of judg- 
ment^--the day of vengeance. It is for the 
approach of thift day for which w^ ought al« 
vmjB to be preparing: the approach of tins 
day, the dread and the apprehension of it^ 
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should dways be upp^tnost. in our thoi^ts* 
It is on thi&(day,.that e¥»y thing we have* 
said and done, will be brought before the tri* 
bunal iy£ God. How shall we be able to stand 
the scrutiny?. Who will not dread lest the 
divine justice should condemn him to ever* 
lasting burnings, to those flames in which 1;he 
heavens and the earth shall then be consum- 
ing? Who will not an^ously look for some 
one to help him, and to plead for him; to 
extenuate his faults; : to moderate thd rigour 
of justice? But who shall be found td plead 
with him ^^ in whose sight the nations, are as 
a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
small dust of the balance? before whom all 
the inhabitants of the earth are as nothing ; 
and they are counted to him less than nothing, 
and vanity V ^ 

Then, the same Shadracfa, Meshach, and 
Abednegb, who were delivered from the burnn 
ing fiery furnace, will, be delivered frohi 
those flames, and that vengeance, which will 
await the ungodly. It will not be an >angdl,^ 
nor one whose form shall be like the Son of 
God, th&t will ddiver them; but it will be th^ 
Son of God himself. That same Jesus^ who 
suffered aad died for us, will then be seen io 
tlie>c)oiids of heaven. Then will hef plead hid 

l2 



Digitized 



by Google 



148 

atoning sacrifice for them who have believed 
inihim; and^ believing in him, have lived in 
obedience to his precepts. 

But what will be the terror and the anguish 
of those to whom the dreadful words will be 
addressed^ " Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels''? For ** the Son of Man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that ofiend, and 
them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth/' 

But from whom will this just but severe 
sentence proceed ?~From the blessed. Jesus; 
from him who. died for them, and suffered for 
their sins.; from him who would have been 
their surety and their propitiation, if they 
would have received him as such, and re- 
pented of their past.transgressions; from him 
who was a man of sorrows, and afflicted witli 
grief; from him who would have all men to 
be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth; from him who called them by his holy 
Word to come unto him; from him through 
whom alone they could have obtained salva- 
tion. Sorrow for past sin wall then be too 
late. When the world shall be:burnt up, and 
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all the things that are therein; when all its 
vices, and its follies, shall have passed away ; 
when the decree of the tyrant shall be heard 
no more; when the workers of wickedness, 
and those who have been seduced by their 
example, or their influence, shall be equally 
exposed to the wrath of God, it will be too 
late to repent. It will then be in vain for the 
wicked to lament that they had not, while it 
was yet in their power, obeyed God rather 
than man; that they had not worshipped him 
alone; that they had suffered themselves to 
be dazzled by the splendours of a transitory 
world, or to comply with the brief authority 
of human power, rather than to set their af- 
fections on things above, and to yield obe- 
dience to God only. Let us, then, my bre- 
thren, not defer for an instant the important 
work of our salvation. Let us accept the 
propitiation made for us by the atoning blood 
of Christ; and pray to God that, by his grace, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that 
we finally lose not the things eternal; that it 
may be the constant rule of our lives to fear 
God, and not man. 
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SERMON IX. 

THE LORD^S FREKMAN. 

He that is called in the Lordj being a servant^ is 
the Lories freeman; likewise also he that is 
calledj being free f is Christ's servant. Ye are 
bought with a price; be not ye the servants of 
men. — 1 Cor. vii. 22, 23. 

WHAtEVER distinctions may exist among 
men, there is no respect of persons with God ; 
they are all equally called by the voice of^ the 
Gospel, to believe in Christ, to repent of their 
inns past, and to look forward, through that 
atonement winch has been made for them in 
his blood, to eternal happiness in the woiid 
to cdme^ ^* Ye are all,^^ says the Apostle, 
" children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus; 
fox as many of jou as have been baptized into 
Christ, have ptU on Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus ;'" that is, no dis- 
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tinction is made; all equally belong to the 
same Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. It mat' 
ters not whether you are lineally descendants 
of Abraham, or Gentiles; whether you are in 
& state of slavery or freedom. No distinction 
is made with tegard to sejc, or rank» or con^ 
dition; you all equally belong to Christ. 
•• For the Scripture saith, whosoever believ- 
eth on him^ shall not be ashamed: for there 
is lio difference between the Jew and the 
Greek ; for the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him. for whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord, shall be 
saved /^ 

The important cotisideration, that the true 
believer belongs to Christ, renders every other 
of little moment: this is the only considera- 
tion really deserving our attention. If we 
belong to Christ, then every thing else ir of 
minor importance: it matters not whether we 
are rich or poor, great and respected, or hum- 
ble and despised ; whether we are of noble and 
illustrious descent, or sprung from the poorest 
and lowest of the sons of men* Whatever, 
therefore, our condition in life may be, it is 
necessary that we should become the disci- 
ples of Christ* Are we rich in the things of 
this world? yet ^re we poor indeed, if we do 
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not belong to. Christ. Are we poor and af* 
dieted ? yet, if We belong to Christ, we pos- 
sess a treasure which neither moth nor rust 
can corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
steal; a treasure more valuable than the wealth 
of princes; which the wealth of worlds could 
not purchase. ^' Let every man abide in the 
same calling wherein he was called/' says the 
Apostle^ that is, in whatever condition you 
may be placed, do not be anxious to change 
it; be satisfied with this, that you have been 
called to the knowledge of Christ, and faith 
in him. '* Art thou called, being a servant,** 
or, as the original word signifies, being aslaive, 
" care not for it; but if thou mayest be free, 
use it the rather.** If you can alter your con- 
dition, if your master will give you your free- 
dom, dp not refuse the ofier ; but still do not 
be anxious to obtain it. ^^ He that is called 
in the Lord, being a servant/* that is, a slave, 
^^ is the Lord's freeman; Ukewise also, be that 
is called, being free, is Christ's serVant/* 

* Among the Romans, masters had absolute 
power over^ their slaves. They might scourge 
or put them to death at pleasure. They were 
often put to the torture, or punished by the 
lash, for the mere suspicion of (crime. When 
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put to death, they 'were generally crucified. 
The treatment they experieikced varied in 
great measure according to the disposition of 
their niasters. They were not regard^ as 
persons, but as a species of cattle which their 
masters might dispose of, or transfer, as they 
thought most conducive to their own advan- 
tage. Yet, to such the Apostle says, ^ Art 
thou called, being a slave? care not for it/^ 
Do not regard yonr present state of subjec- 
tion : remember that you will not always be 
a slave. You are the Lord's ^eeman. 

This languageof the Apostle is metaphorical, 
but very expressiVe. The allusion to the several 
conditions of ireemen and slaves is very fre- 
quent in the Scriptures.' Thus, in the sixth 
chapter of St. Paulas Epistle to the Romans, 
righteousness and sin are personified, and re- 
presented as masters. The followers of righ- 
teousness are called the servants of righte- 
ousness, and the followers of sin the servants 
of sin; and those who are freed from the ser- 
vice of sin^ are said to become the servants of 
righteousness ; and those who are the servants 
of sin, are said to be fre6 from righteousness, 
that is, not to be under the authority of righ- 
teousness. Righteousness is represented as 
having no influepce or authority over them. 
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The dghty-seventh Ptolm affords a remarkable 
instance of the same kind of metaphorical 
language, and beautifully illustrates the ex^ 
pressions of the Apostle. 

It is well known that the earthly Jerusalem 
was typical of the heavenly — 6f that spiritual 
Jerusalem which was to embrace all nations. 
Hence, in allusion to the accession of the Gen- 
tiles to the church, and of their enrolment as 
tntizens of the heavenly Zion, the Psalmist 
says, *^ Very excellent things are spoken of 
thee, thou city of God. I will make ihention 
of Rafaab and Babylon (that is, of the Egyp- 
tians and Babylonians) among them that 
know me. Behold, those of Philistia and Tyre, 
with Etlnopia, shall claim Zion as their birth- 
place. Of Zion it shall be said. This man, and 
that man, was born in her. When the IJord 
wriiteth up, (that is, registereth) the people, he 
shall rehearse of each that he was born there. 
And all tihe Gentiles shall sing with gladness — 
Hie source of our happiness is in Zion.'^ Such 
appears to be the meaningof this Psalm, which 
is so obscure in our translation. The various 
nations which flock to Zion are represented 
as claiming it as the place of their birth, and 
consequently, at the same time claiming the 
privileges of citizens. The meanest slave. 
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therefore, who was converted to the true faith 
in Christ, may be said to have become a free- 
man of the Lord, a free citizen of that *' con- 
tinuing city/' whose walls are salvation^ and 
her gates praise— the heavenly Jerusalem. 
Those who were deprived of the privileges of 
men, who might be separated from their wives 
or their children, might be lashed or tortured 
at the arbitrary will of another; those who 
could not appear as witnesses in a court of 
justice, nor make a will, nor inherit any thing, 
nor possess any property they could call. their 
own; who felt that they were thrust out of that 
rank and condition which they ought to have 
enjoyed as human beings, and fornied of the 
same flesh and blood as their masters, must 
have fully understood the force of the Apo- 
stle's language. They indeed naust have rie- 
ceived comfort from this gleam of hope, which 
penetrated the gloom which surrounded them. 
They saw themselves restored, in that which 
was of most importance, to the same level 
with their fellow-men. They saw that they 
were equally with them the servants of Christ, 
and inheritors of the same promises. They 
saw that their merciful and in;ipartial Creator 
had prepared for them a freedom which wa3 
far superior, more exalted, and conveying 
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greater privileges than that which their earthly 
masters could bestow. They saw those free-- 
men whom they served, fellow-servants with 
themselves to the same Lord and Master, that 
bond and free were all ransomed by the same 
price, — that bond and free all owed the same 
service to him by whom they were ransomed 
from sin. Moreover, the bond rejoiced that 
they were freed from the servitude of sin, and 
were become the Lord's freemen. The free 
rejoiced that they were freed from the servi- 
tude of sin, and had become the servants of 
Christ. Thus St. James says, ^'Let the bro- 
ther of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted : 
but the rich, in that he is made low; because, 
as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.'' 
But although high and low, rich and poor, 
bond and free, are ransomed by the same 
price — although there is no distinction with 
regard Xo that redemption which was made 
for all men — and all men, whatever their con- 
dition^ who. are the disciples of Christ, are his 
servants — ^yet it was not intended that this 
should affect the present constitution of the 
world. A distinction of ranks would neces*- 
sarily continue to exist, although the princi- 
ples and &ith of the Gospel were universally 
received; and always must exist,. as long as 
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men are iinder the influefice of thdr vmrioiit 
prejudices and passions. There must be 
kings and governors^ there must be rich and 
poor» there must be the happy and the af- 
flicted* But let it be remembered, that not- 
withstanding the vast apparent distance be- 
tween man and man, as far as regards their 
external appearances, the poor cottager is 
often happier than the sceptred prince. It is 
not the pageantry of state^ nor the luxuries of 
the opulent, that can command happiness. 
That depends upon the mind, and can only 
exist unalloyed and pure ia the mind that is 
fixed on Uie world unseen, which anticipates 
with joyful hope the resurrection from the 
dead, and the partidipation of those unfading 
pleasures that are ait the right hand of God for 
evermore* 

An instance of the necessity of subor- 
dination, and that thci slave does not be^ 
come emancipated from his subjection to 
his master, by embracing Christianity, is pre- 
sented to us in the history of Onesimus, as 
recorded in theEpistleof St« Paul to Philemon. 
Ojiesimus was a slave of Philemcm, and had 
run away from him. Both master and slave 
had been converted to the Christian faith: 
the master, by St. Paul, previously to his 
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being a prisoner at Rome for that faith which 
be preached ; the slave, by the same Apostle^ 
while he was yet in bonds. *« I, Paul,^' sRys 
he, ^a prisoner of Jesus Christ,, beseech thqe 
for my son Ooesimns, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds/^ thatis^ whom I have converted 
to the faith in Christ, ^^ which in itime past was* 
to thee unprofitable,, but now profitable, tp 
thee imd to me/' The Apostle in treats him to 
receive him again as he would himself; ^^ but,'^ 
says he, ** without thy mind would I do no- 
thing, that thy benefit,^' or kindness to him, 
^* should not be as it were of necessity, but 
willingly/' He beseeches Phil^non bo receii^e 
him ^^ not as a slave^ but above a sl^ve — a bror 
ther beloved/' " If,'* continues he, " he hath 
wronged thee» or oweth thee ought, put .that 
to mine account/' Thus we see that St* Paul 
did not approve of the conduct of On^simus^ 
but sent him back, to that master firoon whom 
he had fled. At the same time he entreats 
Philemon to receive him as a brother iaChrl^ti 
thereby recommending him to his forgivenesii 
for what he had done,^ but by no means ,eman-r 
cipating him from his state of servitud^^ Tki 
inference, therefore, to be deduced is thisir— 
that we JEire tfot so much to regard our ooip^ 
dition'in <this -life, as whether we have a wc^- 
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groumled confidence through our Sayiour, of 
eternal happiness; and fuU of this gbrious 
and blessed hope, that in whatever state we 
are, we should therein be content; that we are 
to submit to all legal restraint, and not enr 
deavour^byany sinister or dishonest means, to. 
better our condition; that we are to render 
honour to those to whom honour is due, cus- 
torn to whom custom, tribute to whom tribute. 
I proceed to consider the next clause in the 
text, which further supports what has been 
said. "Ye are bought with a price,'^says St. 
Paul, " be not ye the servants of men/' What 
his intention is, may be .understood by a.pa-^ 
rallel passage in his Epistle to the Colossians, 
in which, addressing those slaves who had 
been converted to Christianity, he says to 
them, "obey in all things your masters ac- 
cording to the flesh ; not with eye-service, as 
men-pleasers; but in, singleness of heart, fear^ 
ing God. And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 
knowing that of the Lprd ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance, for ye serve the 
Lord Christ." Whatever ye do for your earthly 
and temporal master, consider it as done, not 
more for their interest, than as an evidence pf 
your resignation to the will of God, who has 
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placed you in the situation of a slave, or has 
suffered you to be so placed. For nothing 
can possibly happen in the world, of which he 
is not witness, which he does not pertait. Do 
not imagine, therefore, that he has forgotten 
you, or overlooked you, because you are 
slaves. Be assured, that the evils of life, from 
whatever source they may arise, whether from 
natural causes, or from the cruelty and wicked- 
ness of men, are not unnoticed by him; they are 
permitted for wise purposes, which we cannot 
fathom. But those who are exposed to them 
are enjoined to endure them patiently; thus 
St. Peter admonishes slaves "to be subject to 
their masters, with all fear," that, is, respect ; 
" not only to the good and gentle, but also to 
the froward ; for this,'' says theinspired writer, 
*^ is thankworthy, if a man for conscience to- 
wards God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.'' 
By being the servants of men, is to be under- 
stood, a servitude which has no higher object 
than a temporal advantage or favour. By 
being the servantof Christ, is to beunderstood, 
that those, who are engaged in the lowest 
offices, should consider themselves as bound 
to perform them, not only for the sake of their 
temporal masters, but for the sake of that 
heavenly Master whom they serve, even the 
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Lord J«9U$ QMst« by wbom th^y expect to 
be eteraallj reward^^ should they eoa^tnet 
themselves agreeably to his precepts. The low* 
est slave, ^iCting from such prioiciples^ would 
perform his duties, however laborious, with a 
greater degree of cheerfulae$a^ Ho would say, 
*^Tbe seveare t*sk imposied upon me, which ex- 
hausts my strength and spirits to enrich the 
loaster whom X serve, I will perform with what 
ability I have: after my broken aia^ feeble 
frame is reduced t-o dust—after I shall have 
been consigujed^ unlamented and unregretted, 
to that silent regioij, where the wicked cease 
from troubling^ and the weary are at rest — 
J know that a reward iu heaven awaita me^-^ 
tba4^ Hay i^nqotieed, unrewarded services here 
will iK>t be fofgotten by Christ, whose servant 
I have been./" The lowest slave, acting from 
such motives and principles^ will never com^ 
ply with, any coQimand;, with whatever threats 
the e^ecuMoQ of it may be dei»anded, if it 
iftterfefe vt^tb the precepts of that higher 
Mas^ whom he SQrves. He will not oJoey 
a^y CQmixtand that isi unlawful, m contrary to 
thtbt duty which, he owes to Qod. But <lo» 
not thiink, mj bretbrsa, that what has b^en 
said ^pties only to the most miscra^bte aiid 
tho S30st degraded of human beings. Its 
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ap{dicatioii extends to all; fVotn those who 
are too frequently regarded and treated as the 
"^ €^&ooiiriag and refuse'^ of mankind^ to the 
greatest princes and potentates. Whatever 
our condition or situation in life, we are 
equally called to be the servants of Christ — 
we are equally reminded that we are bought 
with a price, and equally charged not to be 
the servants of men. But, alas! how many 
are the servants of men, who regard them- 
selves as independent and freet how many 
are the slaves of their passions, and of the 
world, who would feel themselves insulted at 
the least imputation of servility t 

To what must be attributed those numerous 
and dreadful crimes, ior the suppression of 
which the sword of Justice seems to be un- 
sheathed in vain? to what that depr^avity of 
morals, which pervades every ckss of society^ 
but to the most abject slavery of the soul^ 
arising from a dereliction of those principles, 
on which alone all those virtues are founded 
which dignify our nature, and raise us above 
the influence of base and unworthy passions? 
What is it that l^ves men an easy prey to 
their spiritual adversary, but the withdrawing 
themselves from that path of duty which con- 
science, and the dictates of religion, prompt 
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them to follow? The,iinhappy examples of 
crime, which so frequently present themselves 
to public notice, offer an argument stronger 
than the most eloquent language can urge, of 
the importance of a scrupulous regard to the 
cultivation of that holy religion which we 
profess — to a frequent perusal of the Scrip- 
tures — to the observation of the Sabbath day, 
and a compliance with the precept of the 
Apostle, "to pray without ceasing;*' which 
will afford the best protection against the 
assaults of temptation, and render us less 
liable to be led away by jthe seductive plea- 
sures of the world. How many, who have 
violated the commandments of God — ^have 
been guilty of defrauding their neighbour- 
have destroyed the peace and happiness of 
families, or polluted themselves with blood, 
have traced the source of their depravity to 
the neglect of these duties? While they pro- 
mise themselves liberty, they are the servants 
of corruption. But, brethren, "Be not ye 
the servants pf men/' " One is your Master, 
even Christ." "Your Master is in heaven; 
neither is there respect of persons with him/' 
Remember the words of our Saviour, that "No 
man can serve two masters : for either he will 
hate the one and love the other; or else he. 
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will hold to the one and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and Mammon/- Be 
assured, that the actions of every man willde-r 
termine which he serves; for the interest and 
service of the one are incompatible with the 
interest and service of the other. Thus St, 
Paul says, " Know ye not that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants 
ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unto 
death, or obedience unto righteousness •/' and 
St. Peter says, "Of whom a man is overcome, 
of the same is he brought in botidage/' 

But what can be more dreadful in its ten* 
dency, and in its issue, than the slavery of sin 
^-a slavery which does not terminate with our 
existence here— whose wages are death, eter- 
nar death? Oh! who shall deliver us frcJm 
such a bondage ? — a bondage, compared with 
which the meanest slave to the most severe 
and cruel of earthly tyrants is in a state of free- 
dom. The earthly tyrants may destroy the 
body," and after that they have no more that 
they can do.'' Their power cannot extend to 
the immortal soul. It hath escaped from them 
for ever. But the servant of sin is a slave 
during his existence here : in the midst of ai>- 
parent pleasures, and splendid magnificence^, 
he is the prey of inward care and anxiety ^ 
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not less goading and full of agony, than in^ 
struments of torture ^nd disath* Nor will the 
grave terminate his sorrows^ ^^ When the Son 
of man shall comi^ in his glory^ and all hi3 
holy angek with him; when he shall sit upon 
the throne of his glory, and before him shaU 
be gathered all nations^ and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats,^^ what shall then be 
the terror, what the sensations of those who 
have lived the servants of corruption and sin — 
of those who had refused to be the servants 
of Christ? How will they tremble when they 
shall hear ^ese dreadful words pronounced 
in thdr ears^ ^^ Depart froxn me, ye cursed^ 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels f ^ If such be tiie wrath that 
awaits the wicked ; if such be the sad fruits of 
sin^ the bitter wages (^corruption, who would 
not strive that he may be freed firom such a 
slavery, that he may become the servant of 
Christ? " Come unto me,^' says he, ** all ye 
ths^t are weary and heavy laden^ and I will 
give ypu T^Jst. Take my yoke upon you, for 
it is easy, and my burthen^ for it is light.'" In 
these gracious words, who does not perceiv«, 
not only a deliverance from the burthen of the 
cereuHHiial law, but <liat the address is made 
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t^ tbooe who are oppressed wilh the weight of 
tbek auw— wha ata worn down by the sinful 
nenrio^ of the world? They^ ibdeed» serve « 
hard fna$ter» releotiees and cruel «~an insidious, 
a deceitful meters who flattera them tbat be 
win provide tbem with every happiness and 
deli^t> Although they find theniB^lves con-' 
tiDually disappointed, yet they still depend 
up<»i the fulfiihiient of his promises. Their 
bondaige grows daily mord oppressive, and yet 
thi6j Qtfire tot to become free^ The deceiver 
prevails ov^ them by his temptations; they 
are drawn on from one vice to another. ^^ They 
encourage themselves in mischief; and coot'* 
mwie among thcanseives how they may lay 
ixmxe^ and say that no man may see tbem» 
They imagine wickedoess and practise it.'" 
Biit what are the fruits- of thdr conduct? 
^ God fktiaiM suddenly ^oot at tbem with a 
swift airiX)W; that they shall be wounded » 
Yea* their own tongues shall tnake them fall/' 
^^ Oh, how suddeoLy do they consume^ peridb^ 
and come to a fearful end T Alas I how often 
has the progress of vice been thus exemplified 
-r^hdw 4»fte« have we seen the sad return 
trhidh those have received, who have been the 
^rva0ts of sin I The commission of sins appa* 
i^tljT trifling gnd oonuKicm,haB led to the per* 
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petration of others of a more serious nature* 
More alarming sins have followed these; still 
more heinous have succeeded, until the man 
has become hardened in iniquity, and ready 
for the most desperate enterprizes. The bit- 
terness of such a slavery, and the dreadful 
issue of it, both here and hereafter, cannot 
be contemplated without terror. But not- 
withstanding the sad eflFects of such a servitude, 
so often witnessed, how many still ** fall into 
the snare of the devil, and are taken captive 
by him at his wilL" They are the servants 
of men, slaves to their passions and their 
vices, slaves of the world. 

But let us, my brethren, pray to God, 
that by his grace we may be emancipated 
from the slavery of the world, and our own 
sinful passions, that we may become the 
servants of Christ, and thus be made his 
freemen, citizens of the spiritual Zion, the 
heavenly Jerusalem; that we may take upon 
us his joke, which is easy, and his burthen, 
which is light. There is no yoke so easy 
as a conscience void of oflFence; no bur- 
then so light, as a heart pure and free from 
guilt; no hope more deUghtful, or which will 
more tend to alleviate the evils of this world, 
than that which anticipates, through the 
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merits of Jesus Christ, a joyful resurrection to 
eternal life. 

Finally, brethren, whatever our calling 
may be, whatever our situation in life, whe- 
ther we are rich or poor, masters or servants, 
let us be content, rejoicing in this alone, that 
we are called to be the servants of Christ, and 
endure every thing, and do every thing for his 
sake, as done in his service. " Let this mind 
be also in us, which was in Christ Jesus, who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God,^' was not desirous 
of possessing while on earth an equality with 
God, " but made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant/' 
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SERMON X. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

Pia ye M the Lord Jesus Christ. — Romans, 
xiii. 14. 

OvR church has appointed for the four 
Sabbathsi previous to the day on which we 
celebrate the nativity of our blessed Saviour, 
such selections from the sacred Scriptures, as 
may tend to awaken our minds to a serious 
and devout commemoration of the solemn 
event. They form, as it were, the harbingers 
of the joyful tidings which will then be an- 
nounced, and which must always be heard, by 
the sincere believer, with freshinterestatevery 
r^edtion. The words of the text are se- 
lected from the Epistle for the day* The 
Apostle had been giving some short, but 
important precepts, for the regulation of the 
lives of his Christian brethren; these heen^ 
forces on the assurance, that the period was 
&st approaching wfaqn they would be for 
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ever with their Lord. " Our salvation,*' says 
the inspired writer, " is nearer than when we 
believed. The night is far spent, the day is 
at hand/' As if he had said, When we first 
embraced Christiaqity^ we anticipated the 
joyful day when we shall be freed from all the 
cares and sorrows of the world, when we shall 
be relieved from the burthen of that sinful 
nature, which now presents so many obstacles 
to our Christian course, when we shall be 
introduced into the presence of our Saviour, 
and be with him for ever. Do not be dis- 
pirited, do not fear lest you should, at the 
period of your dissolution, sink into a state 
of annihilation, or that Christ should not ac- 
knowledge you as his disciples. Be assured 
that the day of your release, the day of your 
salvation, is rapidly drawing nigh — "Your 
salvation is nearer than when you believed.'* 
That night of sin, and sorrow, and death, in 
which you are now involved, will soon have 
passed away, — " the day is at hand," its dawn 
has already commenced — the clouds and 
darkness, which now envelope your horizon, 
will soon be dispersed. You will soon be- 
hold the Sun of righteousness, that Sim 
which will never set, in the brightness of 
whose glory you will for ever dwell ! Ye 
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^ho are the heirs of such happiness, and such 
immortality, live worthy your high calling, 
break from the sins which most easily beset 
you, ^' cast oflf the works of darkness, put on 
the armour of light, walk honestly as in the 
day, put on the Lord Jesus Christ/' liCt 
us, my brethren, consider the language of the 
Apostle as addressed to ourselves. The period 
is but short, that we shall remain in this 
world : we know not how soon we may be 
called upon to quit it. But are we prepared 
to stand before that awful tribunal which 
awaits us? How shall we appear in the 
presence of Christ, if we shall have passed 
the time of oiir sojourning here without any 
sincere faith in him as our Saviour— with- 
put any gratitude and thankfulness for what 
he has done for us — devoted to the vanities 
and the pleasures of sin — unrenewed in heart 
:and spirit — fully, perhaps, knowing his will, 
but never having kept his commandments? 
Such, doubtless, would be the situation of 
many, who call themselves Christians, if they 
were, at this instant, summoned before him. 

But no one knows the hour in which it is 
appointed for him to die. Yet all know, or 
ought to know, " that the wicked will be cast 
into hell, and all the peoplethat forget God/' 
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Let U89 theni proceed, by considenng the 
words of the text. The putting on the Lord 
Jesu8 Christ may be understood either in a 
moral or a spiritual sense. In a iii«tal sense, 
it implies that we most be imitators of that 
example of holiness and goodness which is 
«D eminently displayed in his life* The most 
sceptical will admit this interpretation. Those 
who reject the doctrines of original sin, of 
the necessity of regeneration, or of the 
atonement through the blood of Jesus, can^ 
not object to it. £ven the Socinian and 
the Deist will unite with us here. But 
what was the leading principle which in-^ 
fluenced our Saviour's conduct ? " My meat,'' 
^aid he, ^* is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work/^ Let us, then, 
*' put on the Lord Jesus Christ,'' by our 
imitation of kirn in this respect, by onr obe- 
dience to the commandments of God. Alas! 
which of us is there that can say, he has thm 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ? which of us is 
there wbocan dare to compare his own conduct 
with his? There is not one of us who caa 
presume to say, that he has, in a moral sense, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ. There is not 
one of us that can say that he has kept the 
commandments of God inviolate. But Jesus 
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laevet sinned, no, not in thought^ against bis 
i)ea?enly Father. His bitterest enemies could 
not convince him of sin«, 

In contemplating the character of the bless.- 
ed Jesus, we not only perceive a total abstjL- 
l^ence ironp whatever might deserve the least 
reprehension, but a po^tive performance of 
all the virtues which can possibly give dignity 
to the human mind- Mildness, gentleness, 
compassion, and mercy, characterise every 
fiction of his life : "He went^hput doinggood,^' 
— he reproved the vicesof hiseneaiies,*-^ndea^ 
voured to qOQvince them of their errors, ^nd 
reclaim them from their ^vjl ways, — to bring 
them back to God» and mAk,e them heirs of 
eternal happiness; — and, when in the hs^rd* 
nesfi^ of their hearts, they had resisted all his 
endeavours fear their conversion, by th0 wis* 
dom with which he spake, and the astonishing 
miracles that he wrought, and had con- 
demned him to an ignominious and cruel 
death-^-while he yet hung in agony on the 
cro8$, he prayed to his heavenly Father for 
their forgiveness. If friendship be a virtqe, 
i«hat greater instatice can be exhibited thaei; 
that of Jesus, who laid down his hfe for his 
friends? If humility, what greater than that 
of Jesus, who took upon himself the form of a 
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servant, and wsfehed the feet pf his disciples? 
If patience under injuries and insults, what 
greater than that of Jesus, who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth ; who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when 
he suflfered, threatened not? If deeds of 
compassion and mercy, what greater than 
those of Jesus, who healed the sick, the lame, 
the deaf, and the dumb, and raised the dead? 
If perseverance under the pressure of poverty 
and want, and when enduring every privation, 
what greater than that of Jesus? Yet he 
did not repine against the will of his heavenly 
Father, — hungry and thirsty, his soul fainted 
within him, and he had not where to lay his 
head ; — he was contented with those humble 
supplies which the holy women ministered to 
him from their substance. What man is there 
that can say, that he has thm put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

How many, who call themselves Christians, 
have directly or indirectly betrayed the in- 
terests and reputation of their friends ? have 
resented the Slightest, and even imaginary 
affronts? have treated their inferiors with 
scorn, and been disrespectful to their supe*. 
riors? have acted with cruelty and oppression, 
indifferent to the feelings of those connected 
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with them, or dependant on them? How 
many, under some trifling worldly disappoint- 
ment, -or distress, have even doubted or 
denied the superintending providence of 
God ? But, exclusively of their deficiency 
in those virtues which distinguished the cha- 
racter of our Saviour, how many are under 
the influence of pride and envy, of malice 
and all uncharitableness ? How many are the 
victims of selfishness, ambition, or avarice? 
How many are polluted by impurity, dissipa*- 
tion, and profligacy ? Let such reflect that 
they ought on the contrary to adorn the doc- 
trine of God their Saviour in all things. 

The character of the true Christian, as re- 
quired by the Gospel, is such as must receive 
the esteem and approbation of every one. It 
is such as every one must wish himself to be, 
however he may fall short of it. Far superior to 
whatever was contemplated by thegreatestand 
wisest philosophers of antiquity, it could only 
have been portrayed by the pen of inspira- 
tion. Our blessed Saviour is himself the only 
person in which it has been fully exemplified. 
In all the concerns of this our mortal life, we 
ought to consider whether he would approve 
of what we are doing, how far we are imitators 
of him. " Be ye followers of me,'' says St. 
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Paul, " as I am of Christ/' Oh ! that we 
could always set him before us ! that we always 
actedy spoke, and thought as if he were wit- 
ness of every thing that we did, of every word 
that we uttered, of all that passed within our 
hearts! Alas! how often should we be 
covered with confusion, if he were to appear 
before us ! Alas ! how few would he acknow- 
ledge as his true disciples 1 how would a look 
from him penetrate the hearts of those who 
had denied him before men, who had betrayed 
hJLjs cause by uniting in the scornful laugh of 
the infidel, or dishonoured it by their acquis 
escencein the levities and vices of the world I 
If he stooped to write with his finger on the 
ground, who would not shrink from the tran- 
script which might be made of his own life, 
from that picture of sinfulness which might 
be delineated ? But Christ is not the less pre- 
sent, though invisible to us. We cannot 
violj^te his precepts, but we grieve hira ; we 
cannot connive at the ridicule of the unbe- 
liever^ but we crucify him afresh, and put him 
to w open shame. But the Christian must 
not conform to the sinful vices and fashions of 
the world. He must not be induced on any 
terrns to compromise his duty. He should 
remember that l^is life is a continual warfare — 
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that his spiritual enemies are the world, the 
flesh, and the devil — that in whatever degree 
he yields to these, in the same degree he re- 
nounces his trust in Christ, and his hopes of 
eternal happiness. 

We have considered the words of the text 
in a moral view; let us proceed by consider- 
ing them in their spiritual application. 

By putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
may understand putting on his righteousness: 
thus our blessed Saviour is represented, in the 
book of Revelations, as saying to the angel of 
the Church of the Laodiceans, " I counsel 
thee to buy of me white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed/' The necessity of our 
being clothed with the righteousness of Christ, 
is apparent, from that polluted state which the 
soul has Contracted from sin. In support of 
this interpretation, we may refer to the para- 
ble of our Saviour, respecting the marriage 
which a certain king made for his son, at 
which a man is represented, who had not on 
a wedding garment, " And the king said unto 
him. Friend, how camest thou in hither, not 
having a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. Then said the king to the ser- 
vants. Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; 
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there shall be weeping, aiid wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth/' By the wedding gar- 
meq:t, is, probably, intended the righteous- 
ness of Christ, which is imputed to the sin- 
cere believer, by which he becomes accepted 
in die sight of God. 

I have stated, that there is not one of us 
who has put on the Lord Jesus Christ in a 
moral sense; for there is no man whose moral 
character will bear to be conipared with that 
of the innocent Jesus. All that the most zea- 
lous can hope for, or expect, is a distant imi- 
tation of his goodness and virtues. But sup- 
posing that all our past oflfences were forgiven, 
and that we were all of us to commence a new 
course of life, and resolve to make the exam- 
ple and the will of Christ as our rule, for how 
short a period would any one of us be able to 
conform to so pure, so holy, so coixect, a pat- 
tern? Who is there that would not fail in 
many instances, ere the evening of the pre- 
sent day had closed ? Who is there that would 
not, in some instance, offend against God, 
or man, or both? I do not now speak of 
the profligate and abandoned — of those who 
openly despise the Scriptures— or of those 
who secretly cherish infidelity in their hearts, 
and deny the Lord that bought them. I do 
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not speak of these; but of those who. make 
the Scriptures their delight-^of those who 
wish to be conformed to the image of the 
Son of God, Even such would continually 
find themselves deviating from that, course of 
perfection which they ought to pursue. . But 
this want of conformity with Christ, in a 
moral view, is a strong argument how much 
we need other righteousness than our own, 
that we may be presented ^ultless before the 
throne of God. If we come before him, sin- 
ful creatures, as we are, relying on our own 
imagined merits, we shall find, although his 
mercy would have forgiven us, had we relied 
on the sacrifice of his dear Son, that, having 
rejected his atonement,. his justice must con- 
demn us. Yet, think not that the mere. as- 
sertion of faith in Christ will suffice — the mere 
assertion that we are clothed in the righteous- 
ness of Christ will be of any avail. The proof 
that the inner man is thus clothed, must be 
evidenced by an outward conformity .to the 
will of Christ; by the outward clothing of 
righteousness and holiness, in all we say or 
do. Although we have none of us so far 
iipitated the holiness, the goodness, the pa- 
tience, of our blessed .Lord, jas to enable us 
to say, We Ij^ve put on the Lord Jesus 
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Christ; and althou^, being thus imperfect, 
we may hope for acceptance with God, by 
being clothed in his righteousness, let us not 
suppose that we must not strive to walk in 
that narrow way that leadeth unto life, that 
our faith must not be made perfect by works. 
We must not walk as other Gentiles — in the 
vanity of their mind — alienated from the life 
of God — past feeUng — ^given over unto lasci- 
viousness. " Ye have not so learned Christ,^^ 
says the Apostle. Ye are taught, " to put 
off the old man ;*^— " to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds/' — " to put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness/' The reality and the 
sincerity of our faith must be shewn by the 
purity of our lives. All our words must be 
guided by truth. " Every man putting away 
lying, must speak truth with his neigh- 
bour.*' If any one injure or insult us, we 
must not return evil for evil. If we are 
angry, we must not sin ; " we must not suf- 
fer the sun to go down upon our wrath;" 
<^ we must not give place to the devil .^ 
Hiose who have been guilty of stealing, 
" must steal no more; but labour, that they 
may have to give to him that needeth." No 
indecent or unbecoming words must be per- 
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mitted in our discourse—*' no corrupt com- 
munication, but only that which is good, for 
the edification and benefit of those that hear 
us. We must " not grieve the Spirit of God> 
whereby we are sealed unto the day of re- 
demption/' '* All bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, must 
be put away from us, with all malice; we 
must be kind to one another, tender-hearted^ 
forgiving one another, ef en as God for Christ's 
sake has forgiven us ; followers of God, as dear 
children, walking in love/' 

Such must be the conduct of those who look 
for salvation through the righteousness of 
Christ. Their works must be an evidence of 
their faith, while they renounce all reliance 
on them as the basis of their salvation: thus 
will they be faithful followers and disciples of 
Jesus Christ; thus, while the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ will be like the wedding garment, 
which will render them accepted, they will, 
at the same time, evince to the world, that 
their faith is an active principle, and that 
they have indeed put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, both in a moral and a spiritual sense. 

Let us next consider, how we may be ena-r 
bled thus to put the precept of the Apostle 
into effect. Every one must allow the im- 
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portance of our closely imitating the moral 
perfections of our blessed Saviour; but when 
we reflect on the weakness of our nature, and 
on the temptations that surround us on all 
sides, it will be evident that, however we may 
approve of the precept, we shall have much 
difficulty in obeying it. It will be difficult 
for those who have been habituated to sin, 
immediately to quit the service of Satan, to 
emancipate themselves from their chains, and 
to become the servants of the living God. It 
will not be sufficient to say to those who have 
hitherto lived in injustice or impurity. These 
are the precepts of the Gospel, and these you 
must obey, without at the same time pointing 
out by what means they may attain to such 
perfection. Surely, then, the sinner, being 
first convinced of his sinfulness, must be 
taught to repent of his past sins; to believe 
in Christ; to rely on him alone for the for- 
giveness of his offences; and to pray to God, 
that he may be enabled by his Holy Spirit 
to cast off the works of darkness, and to walk 
in newness of life. He must be taught to pray 
for strength from above, to enable him to carry 
every good and holy resolution into effect. 
Thus St. Paul prayed for the Ephesians, 
*^ I bow my knees,'' says he, " unto the Fa- 
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ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he would 
grant you, according to his grace, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man/^ Surely this strength from 
above, this divine influence of the Spirit, 
exerti ngitself on the inner man, will prompt 
the sincere believer to a faithful discharge of 
his duty, and to a firm reliance on the pro- 
mises of God. 

You have prayed in the service of this day, 
my brethren, that Almighty God would give 
you grace to cast away the works of darkness, 
and to put on the armour of light. You have 
thus prayed, that you may be prepared against 
the approach of that last and dreadful day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious Ma- 
jesty to judge both the quick and dead. Oh! 
who will not tremble when he comes? Where 
will then be the confidence of the self-righ- 
teous? Who will then presume to say, that 
he is complete in himself? The humble be- 
liever in Christ, the zealous imitator of his 
Lord, will then rejoice that, while the door 
of mercy was yet open to him, he had put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But perhaps the prayers of many proceeded 
from cold hearts, and deceitful lips ; they do not 
purpose to withdraw from any of their sinfi)} 
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pleasures^ or to draw nigh to God ; they do not 
purpose to contend against the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, although they have prayed for 
spiritual arms to enable them to be victorious; 
they do not purpose to read the Scripturesr 
more frequently than before, or to meditate 
more seriously on their important interests; 
they do not purpose to regard the Sabbath 
day with a greater degree of reverence, or to 
be more constant in private and public prayer ; 
they do not purpose, by a greater degree of 
attention to these things, to renounce their 
sins, and to approach the table of their Lord 
and Saviour for grace to enable them to be 
his disciples indeed, by keeping his command-* 
ments. Alas! how many will the return of 
this day behold as indifferent to these impor- 
tant concerns, as they are now! How many 
will it behold deeper sunk in iniquity, more 
firmly bound in the fetters of their spiritual 
adversary, more enslaved to sin I 

But, brethren, let us hope better things of 
you, though we thus speak. You will soon 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Consider for 
what became: to deliver you from the bond- 
age of Satan, and to make you heirs of im- 
mortality. His first Advent is the strongest 
evidence we can have, that he will again come. 
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Make, then, this commemoration of his hav- 
ing come clothed in our mortal nature, the 
commencement of your preparation, if you 
have not already begun; or a motive for 
greater circumspection, if you are impressed 
with the importance of your spiritual inte- 
rests, for the approach of that period when 
he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, 
to judge both the quick and dead. Keep 
holy the Sabbath day— be fervent in prayer, 
both private and public — attend at his holy 
table — adopt all the means of grace, that you 
may be enabled to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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SERMON XL 



REGENERATION. 



Except a man be bom again^ he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. — John, iii. 3. 

These words imply, that a great change 
must take place in every individual, before he 
can see the kingdom of God. We know that 
the tendency of all men is to sin. They sin 
in thought, in word, and in deed. No man 
can plead innocent before God. Even they, 
who^ have not been guilty of those crimes 
which might be materially injurious to the 
comfort and peace of their neighbours^ or of 
society in general, are guilty of innumerable 
violations of God's law; there is no man but 
must exclaim with the Psalmist, " Who can 
tell how oft he offendeth? O, cleanse thou 
me from my secret fault !'^ There are some 
who contend against the doctrine of original 
sin, who deny that we have derived any sinful 
taint from our first parents. But, even if this 
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doctrine be not admitted, the truth of which 
may be so strongly proved from various parts 
of Scripture, yet the deviation from rectitude 
commences in all of us at so early a period, 
and branches out so rapidly as we advance in 
years, that there is no man whose conduct 
will bear to be scrutinized by the law of God 
— no man so immaculate that he can be con- 
sidered as worthy to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Who is there that can have passed 
twenty or thirty years in this sinful world, and 
say that he has escaped free from its pollu- 
tions? *• O remember not the sins and offences 
of my youth; but according to thy mercy, 
think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy good- 
ness/* must be the prayer of every one of us, 
who has a correct knowledge of his own situ- 
ation. We are all miserable sinners. ^* Kwe 
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.*' This being the case, 
before we can see the kingdom of God, we 
must be born again. We must repent of our 
past sins, and pursue a new course of living; 
we must, in the expressive language of the 
word of God, ^* become new creatures.** The 
doctrine of original sin is offensive to many; 
but even if this doctrine be removed from the 
articles of our Church, what advantage will 
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those gain, who know and feel themselves to 
be sinners? 

. The only man that ever lived free from sin, 
was Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Sa- 
viour. " He was/' as the Apostle declares, 
" in all things tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin/' He it is, by whom we are in- 
formed in the words of the text, " that except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

The lowest interpretation which these 
words will admit, is to consider them as sig- 
nifying a change in the moral conduct— the 
forsaking of evil courses, and following good 
ones; but it means more than this» — it means 
a change in the heart and affections. Such a 
change as would make those who once loved 
sin, to hate it; those who were indifferent 
about religion, to make it the chief concern 
of their lives. It is a change from darkness 
to light — from the power of Satan to the 
power of God. It is not the avoiding sin 
merely, as productive of any temporal disad- 
vantage — ^as injurious to our health, or our 
fortunes, or our worldly reputation; but as 
hateful to God. It is not merely the adoption 
of virtuous habits^ as being most consistent 
with our own happiness and comfort in this 
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world; but it is a hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness, a fear of offending God, 
an anxious desire to please him in all things. 
It is such a change, that a total relapse to our 
former sinful condition cannot be expected. 
The dispositions and affections of the soul are 
totally changed. The soul remains indivi- 
dually the same; but its views and pursuits, 
its aversions and its affections, are entirely 
altered. It can no longer love either the 
world, or the things of the world ; its treasure 
is in heaven; to heaven alone its course is di- 
rected: whatever may assist it in its road 
thither, is eagerly and anxiously pursued; 
whatever has a tendency to impede its course, 
is carefully and anxiously avoided. Life and 
death, and the judgment to come, the holy 
"Word of God, its promises and its threaten- 
ings, what Christ has done and suffered, are 
no longer matters of indifference. The soul 
is, as it were, roused from a state of torpor 
and death, to activity and life. Thus the 
Apostle says, "Awake, thou, that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light/' " Awake to righteousness, and 
sin not.^' 

Nicodemus understood our blessed Saviour 
in the literal acceptation of the words, " How 
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can a man be born when he is q]^?: 9^n he 
entOT a second time into his mother's womb, 
and be bora f To which our Saviour replied , 
" Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man 
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God/' In which 
words our Saviour indicates, tjiat what he said 
was to be understood figuratively, and infers 
the transforming of the soul by the sacred in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. 

Our Church considers all who have been 
baptized to be regenerate ; but what can this 
mean, except that persons, whether infants or 
adults,are by baptism s^mitted into thq Chris- 
tian covenant, and that, if they ai;e sincere in 
their professiops^ the Holy Spirit will influence 
them to the performance of whatever is pleas* 
ing in . the sight of God ? As /* circumcision 
is not that :which is outward in the flesh, but 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, 
and not in the letter;'' so neither can the out- 
iward form of baptism be of any avail, except 
followed by that inward £uid spiritual grace^ 
of which it is the sign. How the Holy Spirit 
influences the so^l, we^ cannot understand. 
^* Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must 
he born again. The. wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
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bat ean^ ndl-tell wh^ncci it cotnetii^ and win* 
ther itgbeth: so is every otte that is Iwm of 
the Spirit/' It is r^tnatkable that our Saviour 
reproves Nicodemus for not knowing this^^-^ 
Nicodemus had answered and said unto himi 
" How can thesfc things bef To which he 
repUed, ** Art thou a master in Israel, and 
knowest not these things T This charge of 
ignorance fully shews that the dootrine of re* 
generation was no new thing; that it is taught 
in the Old Testament. Thus (Deut- xxx. 6.) 
it is written : " The Lord thy God will cir- 
cumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul^ that thou mayest live."' 
And in several places in the Psalms, particu- 
larly in the fifty-first Psalm^ in which the sab- 
ered writer exclaims^ " Have ttiercy upon me, 
X) God, after thy great goodness : according 
to the multitude of thy mercies do away mine 
ofibnces. Wash me thoroughly frdm nly wick- 
edness, and cleanse me from my sin/^ Td 
these authorities we may add the following 
passages from Jeremiah and EzekieL In the 
former (chap. xxxi. 33.) we read, "This shall 
be the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel : After those days, salth the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
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a&tl wHte it in their hearts j »nd'«^fi he tkeir 
God* ftAd thej shall be my people/' Atid 
in (^e latter (Bzekid^ xi. 19) t^e ^efld, ** I 
iriil give thetii o^de bean,' afld I Will put a 
new Sj^fit within you i and I will take th6 
^Ony hedri out of their tesfa^ and will give 
thttn an heart of flesh/' And in chap, ixi^vi. 
36. of the same inspired writer, <* I will pat 
my S[Hrit within you, and cause you to walk 
in nty statutes ; and ye shall keep tny judg- 
ments and do them/' But however Ob$cur^ 
this dbetritieOf liegeneratioti niay be in the 
Old TestsuQtk^ht ; however it might escape thd 
notice of those who did not make the sac^^ 
Scriptures the subject of their frequent study 
and hieditatiOn ; it is fully revealed to us ill 
the New. " That which is bom of the flesh/* 
says our Saviour, " is flesh, and that Wlneh is 
born Of the Spirit is spirit." It will be nei^ 
cessary to selecit onily a i^W passage§ frOtti th6 
New Testament to this 6fibdt.— In th^ EplitM 
of St. Paul to Titus (iihap. iii. 5, 6.) We Wkd^ 
** Not by works of righteOusUess Which We havti 
done, but according to his mercy he saVed v^^ 
by the Washing of regeUeration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost, which he shed on us abuti-' 
dantly, through Jesus Christ Our Saviour/' 
St. John says (chap. i. 13, IS.), ** As ttiany a^ 
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r6c6ived him, to them gave he. power to be* 
conle th0 SODS of God, even to them that be- 
lieve in his name: which wer? born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God/' And St. P^ter 
(1 Pet. i* 25.) describes the true believer as 
" beiing born again; ^ not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth ifor ever.'' 

To these testimonies we might add the con* 
versation between our Saviour and the Sama- 
ritan womaii; and; also that between our Sa- 
viour and his disciples, respecting spiritual 
food ; all which sufficiently shew that the de- 
claration of our blj^sed Lord, that we must 
be, born again, must be taken figuratively. 
If we are born again, it is by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit on our hearts. But, except 
webe born again, we cannot see the kingdom 
of Heaven. It is therefore of the hi^est im- 
portance that we become partakers of this 
sacred influence— that we become, to use the 
words of St. Peter, ** partakers pf the dlyine 
naftijre." 

The doctrine of regeneration is regarded by 
some as visionary and enthusiastic* It is not, 
hpi^ever, denied,' that all who a^re desirous, 
after the termination of this their mortal life^ 
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to inherit the kingdom of heaven, n^ust live 
soberly, righteously, and godly ;; that whoever 
nameth the name of Christ, must depart from 
iniquity : that those who are Christians only 
in name; that those who are guilty of vio- 
lating the Sabbath, of taking God's name in 
vain; that those who live in the indulgence of 
pleasure, indifferent to all true religion and 
holiness, will not be admitted into the king^ 
dom of God. All are required to renounce 
their siqs~*to renounce, the love of the worid^ 
its vanities, its follies, and its vices. If they 
are not bora of the Spirit, they must at least 
reform their conduct^ by becoming imitators 
of the holiness and purity exemplified in the 
life of Jesus Christ. Does any man suppose 
1^ will be admitted into heaven, while he con^ 
tinues to live in sin? Does he suppose that 
any thing that defileth can enter therein? 
** Bl6ssed," say« St. John, "are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter through the 
gates into the city, the > heavenly Jerusalem : 
for without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
whosoever loveth and maketh- a lie/' Let, 
then, all, whatever interpretation they may 
give to our Saviour's words, endeavour to 
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live a spiritiml life; ,sq to walk in the Sfxirit, 
Ibat they may not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. 
ThosQ vbo thus endeftvour to lire, will doufot-r 
less pray to God that they may carry their 
good inti»itioos into effect. Bnt how do they 
expect to receive assistance? Will they pray, 
in the hmguage of our Church»* **^iac gface 
to withstand the temptations of the world, tk» 
^b> and the devil"? Will they pray to God 
** that, aa by his special grace preventing them 
(that is, antieipating their iieces8itie8),.he puts 
into their minds good desires; so by his contir 
iraal help they may bring the same to good ef- 
fect i'-rr-** That by his holy inspiration they ixMy 
^kink tbdfie things that be good, and by his 
mercffijJ guiding may perform the sao^"? Or, 
vnUX they adopt the language of ^t, Faiil, who 
did not cease to pray to God for his Cotoasian 
bre^en, and to desire that they mij^t he 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
nrisdcm ^ul spiritual understanding, that 
they piig))t walk worthy of the Lord imto all 
pleasing; b^lng fruitful in every good work, 
axkd increasing in the knowledge of God : 
streugthenedwith all might, accofding to bis 
glorious power, unto all patience and long- 

• See Ck>llect8 for the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity; 
Eafttflv Sunday ;. Fifth Sunday after JQuster. 
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suffering with jqyfufaiess? Qr will they, foV* 
lowing the cQB)ip»iid of St. Jude, en4eaTour 
*^ tQ build themselves on our most holy i^tjli* 
piajing in the Holy Ghpsf ' ? Those who thus 
pTfQT to Gp4 ill sipcerity, qapnpt hwt concede 
that God is a,ble to mmt them ; and surely 
thejy most e^^pect iassistance in that way in 
which it shall pleasie God to send it. ** Be 
strong in the Lord," says St. Paul, "and ia 
the power of his. might.'* ♦* I caii do all tbiogs/" 
says he, " thrqugh Chrls^ thft> strertgtheneth 
roe/' 

In that trial with which the Apostle li^ 
to contend, wi^ch he describes act. a thorn in 
the ^esht the messenger of Satan s^t to bxMBEet 
him, he besought the Ix^trd thrice that it 
might depart from him. But the I^ord said 
ujato luin» ^* My grace is suHcieiit for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 
In wksA way, then, can any expect assistance, 
eseept in the same way m which it was ita- 
parted tn the Apostles? — except by the Holy 
S:piiit?— except by his gracious. influence? 
BiU can this divine a^aistunce be expected 
wivere the wofshipp^ is. not 8incere?-«>^nless 
he repents of hb past siBSrrrunless he resolves, 
by the assistance of divine graee, to lead a 
new \iS^ following the coramandmeia4is of 



Digitized 



by Google 



300 

God? But what is this but to become a new 
creature— ^ to put off the old man with his 
deeds, arid to put on the new man ? What is 
this, but to be born of^ the Spirit— to be re- 
newed in tHe inner man— -to be born again? 
Except we afe thus aniibus after holiness; 
except we are thus anxious to keep ourselves 
unspotted from the world, it is in vain that 
We have b^h baptized in the nanle of Christ— 
that we beai* the Christian n^lme. Except we 
thus abide in Christ, we hsive no p^rt in hijn. 
A true faith in Christ must be productive of 
good \^orks. This is that faith to whicb our 
Saviour alludes, when he says, " God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Sob, 
that 'wht>^dever belieoeih on him, shaidd not 
perish:, but have everlasting life/' And' when 
he says, •* He that heafeth my word, and be- 
lieveth on hini that sent me, hath everlasting 
/i^, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life*' — ^and 
i^heh he says, "He that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he /^e/'— surely 
such are born again ; they are partakers of 
of the divine nature ; they will never die eter- 
nally. "These things,'' says Si. John, "have 
I written unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God, that ye may know that 
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^e have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God/' '* We 
Know/' says this beloved disciple^ "that whi> 
S4^ver is born of God, keepeth hiihself, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not/'- « 
- This 62LCted aid cannot be procured by any 
efforts of biir own; it cannot be gotten for 
gold, neither shall silver be weighed for tHe 
prioe therieof : it is freely bestowed oh tho^e 
that ask it. Thiis the Prophet Isaiah says, 
^* Hoi every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters; and h^ that hath no money, come 
ye, buy and eat; yesi, come, buy wine aod milk 
without money add without price. Wh'ere^ 
fore do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread, and your labour for that which 
pfofiteth not?'' " When the popr and needy 
seek for Water, and there is oone, and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, I, the Lord, will hear 
them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake 
them." Surely these strong expressions must 
extend to something more' than any temporal 
relief from poverty or thirst ; they must have 
a spiritual meaning, and be understood in a 
spiritual sense. By sin, that image of God 
in which man was created/became obliterated 
— every evil imagination usurped that heart 
which ought to have been a pure temple for 
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ibe Jiviqg God. Th^ image <^ God can onlj 
|>e restored bj the influ^ice of theHeiy Spirit 
£jr this sacred tnfluenee, the love of the world 
win be destroyed, and be succeeded by the 
love of God. All holy thou^ts will ill the 
hearty and engage the s^^tions ; aod what- 
«^r has a tend^cy to supplant them, will be 
shunned and hated. It is the L<vd *■ tha^t w41 
^pea rivexs in the hi^ places, and lipiuntjuDs 
in the midst ^ the vall^s/' Jt is the God of 
Israfil " who will make the wilden«e)i» » pool 
of water.'' It is his fostering hand which alone 
ean ^^ pdant the cedar, ao^ the Slat^taMre^^ 
and tl» myrtle, and the oil-tree in the wild^?- 
nesB ; which can set in Uie deecd the fir-tree, 
and thepiQe,and thebox-^tr^ ; which can make 
the desert rf^^e, and blossom as the rope." 

But this happy state — this approach to per- 
fection-r-this change of our nature-r-this put- 
ting off of sin, and the bmg clothe^ with 
righteouNiess^ may be ^ef$ted in all who ate 
deairou? of it. ^* Ask, aad ye shall have; 
4eek, and ye shall find ; knock* and H shall 
be opened unto you." Pow thankftd ought 
we, then, to be to the Almighty for the offer 
jctf ao^eat a bk^singl How awH)tt» to be 
partakers of it ! Were our temporal interests 
likdy to be imi^oved by soticiting tibe su|)port 
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hesitate in appljiug for H, although we might 
renaonably suppose it possible our request 
lai^t be m^ected. Why« theo, should we be 
iadiffiareut with regard to our spiritual uite> 
roitft? ^ Grm in grace," says St. Peter, '^and 
ia the knowledge of our liMrd and Saviour, 
Jjesus Christ" Were this growth of no im- 
jpM»rtaoce to us, the apostdic injunction would 
bio unnec^^ary. But if the peace and com- 
£pr<i of our minds, while we remain on earth, 
and our etenwd happiness hereafter, be of im- 
^rt^ce, then the injUnotion of the Apo^ile 
should be complied with. Whether we will 
Xfikp advantage at the gmcious yoflfers made 
|4> v»t depi^St in scnne rooasure, updn oui>- 
sclvM. Forgiveness of our past ofienoes is 
olffred to us» if we will h^eve in Christ, and 
^qept him as our Saviour, and the assist- 
.^uQce of the Holy Spirit to epable us here- 
sy to walk in newness of hfe; whidi grs^ 
cii^s beuefits will be followed by eternal 
h^ppin^s a^r the ^(Qse of this o«ir mortal 
/Bxist^ng^. Jf we reject these gracious offisiv, 
w§ shall have only ourselves to accuse. We 
are fre^ agents ; a choice is proposed to us ; 
we may either continue in sin, or forsake it. 
]gut» suppQ»ng that this holy infiueisce per- 
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vades oar hearts, how shall we be affected? 
We shall doubtless be mclihed.to do what is 
right,— We shall be animated with the joyM 
hope of the resurrection to etenial life: all 
our actidbs will be regulated accordingly.— 
We' shall Jive aa accountable for every thing 
we do, and fearful lest we should by any 
means forfeit the glorious exjp^ctations we 
have cherished. — We shall walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.— Our life will 
be a life of faith*— Disengaging our affec- 
tions from the things of time and sense, we 
sliall direct bur thoughts and hopes to what is 
eternal and spiritual.— Although in the wort^^ 
weshaU Tive ^s not of the world ; we shsUl so 
enjoy the blessings of this life, as not to^buse 
them; and look up with thankful hearts to 
God, who is the author of them.-^We shall 
rely on God alone for all temporal and spi- 
ritual benefits, and, considering how short the 
period is of our sojourning here, bear with 
patience, every present affliction; knowing 
that an eternity of happiness is reserved for 
us: for, as the Apostle says, " the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
us/^ — Adoring that justice which condemned 
us, and gratefully praising that boundless 
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mercy of God which haB rescued us, by the 
death of hiso:wn Son, from eternaJ misery, the 
inward treasure of our hearts will be a lasting 
source of comfort and assurance. — ^We shall 
have no tormenting fearsy np guilty conscience 
toalarniand terrify us.-^Sereneas the abodes 
of heaven, we shall carry that tranquillity 
within us which will keep us unruffled amidst 
the greatest perplexities or the severest trials 
to which we may be exposed in our earthly 
tabernacle. — We shall possess that peace, of 
which, as it is the gift of Him that giveth not 
as the world giveth, : pothing will be able, to 
deprive us.— Our peace will be our own inesti- 
mable jewel ; more precious than the wealth 
of kingdoms, more glorious than the diadem 
of princes, as lasting as the Rock of our Sal- 
vation. — It will be our evidence of the king- 
dom of heaven, of a crown of glory, of eternal 
happiness. — Growing still brighter as we sink 
^n the vale of years, and increasing in value as 
the interests of this world fade in our esteem, 
it will fill our hearts with joy; making them 
superior to every temptation; depriving death 
of its sting, the grave of its victory ; assuring 
us that we shall shortly pass to those mansions 
where we shall be for ever in the presence of 
that Almighty Being, with whom we can now 
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bnly Walk by fmtb ; where we 6hail bdiold Hkir 
fiice td &cej Who ih the litithdr of all good 
towards us, ou^ trtiest fnend, oUr SaviotiTj ditr 
God. 

WotM to (vod, ihj brethren^ that we w^m; 
dl thiri HViAg^t^us goitlg on ftdtti dtttdgCb 
to sti^ttgth^—that we tnigbt tbos bare *< the; 
utietioii ftom the Hdlj Otie^-^hatds Christ, 
the aookitod df Gdd^ Was Pointed by tb^ 
Holy Ghost, to vttt Who b^r tbt bame of 
Christ, may be atioibted by the same Holy 
Spirit-'^hat We ta&y be bom of Water, and 
of the Holy Ghost; that is^, by die baptism of 
the Holy Ghost i then might we antidpate 
the prize of our high calling, although our 
race be hot finished, and look forward to sL 
crowti of glory, although the contest With our 
spiritual adversary be not yet completed. 
But, alas ! What a contrast do^& the conduct 
of too many present. What love have they 
of ChristJ What gratitude dO theiy feel for 
what ht has doUe for them ! how little do they 
tremble at the wrath to Come! hbW careleil^ 
are they, how iadiffeTeUt ne3]^cting thslt 
scrutitoy whioh they must ere long undergo 
before the tribunal of God ! they Call them* 
selves Christians, but the name increases their 
condemnation. " It had been better for them 
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Hbt to h^V& knoWfi thb wtty ^ rtgbtMu^(^/' 
says St. Pfeter^ «« thafi ^ after they hate kfldWti 
it, to tut-n ft6tii the holj coftam^adttiedtg d^^ 
livered id thett;^ Nctf let tliosfe^ Who blrfe 
escaped the poUutidlis df the world, thfdttgh 
the knowledge of the Lord aiid SikvibUf Jegtts 
Christ, suppose they may nevef ikU ftWay 
entirely frojtn the glotioiis hope they had bttcA 
embraced. ^^ Let him that thinketfa he st^tid^ 
eth tbkid heed lesf he fall/' Although bbrn 
again^ abd become heirs bfininiortklity, they 
may forfi^t these glorious privileges, "Al* 
though he Whit^b hath begun A good work ih 
them. Will petfbrbi it until the day of JesU^ 
Chriisit,^' this can only be presumed Where the 
believer endeavours to live iagreeably to the 
coinmandmeilts of God. ! 

Let it not^ however, be supposcid that those 
who are in a regenerate state during their 
abode on earth, are entitely free from sin ; 
they will have much to lament in their con- 
duct during their pilgritnage here. Such, if 
they be overtaken in a fault, may yet be re- 
stcnred. Thus the Apostle says, ** If a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual 
restoi^ such an one in the spirit of meekness, 
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempt- 
ed/ Such, if by any means they transgress, 
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should not persevere in any thing that is 
yiiworthy their Christian calling; they should 
repent^ they should apply for pardon to that 
High ^ Priest, the blessed Jesus, who ever 
liveth to . m^tke intercession for the penitent ; 
they should remember the words of St. John, 
" We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteoqs; and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins/' 

, It remains to be considered how we are to 
ascertain that we; are regenerate. "Beloved,'' 
says St. John, " now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be : 
but we know, that when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him^ as 
he is; And every man that hath this hope 
purifieth himself even as he is pure/^ Our own 
heart will assure us whether we are born again, 
whether we are Christ's or not- We need not 
wait for any internal impulse, any uncertain 
motions to reveal the important secret, " He 
that committeth sin is of the devil: who- 
soever is born of God, doth not commit sin. 
He cannot sin, because he is born of God." 
Such is the criterion afforded us by St. John. 
No other criterion is necessary. "In this 
the children of God are manifest,; and the 
children of the devil." " If our heart con- 
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demn us not, then have we confidence towards 
God." 

Finally, brethren, let us pray to God, that 
if we are unregenerate, and are Christians 
only in name, "we may be born of the 
Spirit," — " that we may become the workman- 
ship of God, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good worksj' — ^and that, if we are regenerate, 
we may never " quench the Spirit," but may 
" grow in grace," — " may go on unto perfec- 
tion," — ^and may be admitted, after our de- 
parture from this world, into the kingdom of 
heaven. 
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SERMON XII. 



SPIRITUAL LIFE. 



The dead praise not theej Lordj neither all 
they that go dotm into silence. — ^Ps alm cxv. 
17. 

That our lives should be so conducted^ 
that we may be prepared to quit this world 
whenever it may please God to call us from 
it, is a precept which no one, who believes in 
a future state of existence, and the judgment 
to come, will deny to be of the utmost im* 
portance« But, important aa this precept is 
allowed to be, how few are there who regulate 
their conduct by it ! The pursuit of riches, 
of honours, or of pleasures, requires no en* 
cduragement ; but the great difficulty is to 
turn men from an inordinate pursuit of these 
things, to that which most concerns them ; 
to make them fix theit* thoughts, their hearts, 
and theiir affections, on that future and 
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eternal state, which will fallow the brief 
period of their existence here. Temporal 
things should be followed only in a subordi* 
nate degree, and never so as to interfere with 
our duty to God, or our hopes of future and 
eternal happiness. Thus, thattnen should la- 
bour for the support of themselves, an^f their 
families, is an apostolic injunction. St. Pad 
laboured, working with his own hands, being 
by occupation a tent-*maker ; he was himself 
an example of the precept which he gave : — 
•* Even when we were with you,^^ says he, in 
his Epistle to the Thessalonians, *Hhis we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat.^^ And in his Epistle to 
Timothy, in which he gives regulations for the 
niaintenance of poor widows, he enjoins that 
those who have children should be provided 
for by them, for, says he " if any provide not for 
his own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel.^^ But this necessary pursuit 
of the requisites of life, degenerates, in t6o 
many, into an inordinate love of money, 
which is the root of all evil. Hence, to ac- 
cumulate wealth, there is no knavery, or vil- 
lany, .which they hesitate to practise. So, 
also, instead of that honour which cometh 
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ffoni God only, the ambitious are desirous of 
worldly honour and distinction; they resent 
every real or fancied insult; they assume to 
themselves an imaginary value, and will not 
suffer the least deviation from that respect and 
attention which they claim. They love sa- 
lutations in the market-places, and the chief 
seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost 
rooms at feasts. They set up their honour as 
a kind of idol to be worshipped. They are 
its high prints, and all must bow down to it. 
Weak, vain, fooFish people ! while they are 
thus tenacious of receiving honour from their 
fellow-mortals, they are inattentive and re- 
gardless of that honour which alone is valu- 
able, " How can ye believe,'' • said our 
Saviour, " which^receive honour one of ano- 
ther, and seek not that honour that cometh 
from God only ?'^ But, it is this honour alone 
which they ought to pursue : for what is the 
applause or the veneration even of millions 
of human beings? Does it not not proceed 
from sinful, ignorant, prejudiced mortals? 
Will it avail any thing in the last day? The 
approbation of God will far outweigh the 
applause of the world, and will last when the 
world shall be destroyed. The contempt a»d 
the insults, and the hatred of a vain world. 
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will Boon have passed away. So that the man, 
whatever his situation here, however humble or 
despised, who receiveth honour from God, oa 
whom the Spirit of glory and of Grod restetih, iis 
rather to be envied than the greatest monarch. 
As little can be said in defence of worldly 
pleasures, as of worldly wealth and honours. 
What i$ the love of pleasure ? Is it always 
innocent — is it always consistent with the love 
of God ? There may be pleasures that are 
innocent, but the greater part of those who 
pursue pleasure, do not scruple to violate 
every principle of modesty and decorum. 
Under the specious names of relaxation and 
amusement, how many offences are committed 
against God— how often are men led to the 
commission of the greatest yices ? 

But shall we say that such live to God? 
Shall we not rather adopt the language of 
Scripture, and say, such are dead while they 
live ? Shall we say, that such praise the Lord? 
^^ The dead praise not thee, O Lord,'' says the 
Psalmist, ^^ neither all they that go down into 
the pit.'' By the word ^* dead,'Vthe Psahnist 
cannot mean those that are literally so, b^t 
those that are so spiritually. It appears the 
intention of the sacred writer, to shew that 
the spiritually dead do no more praise God, 
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than those th^t are consigned to the grave. 
By understanding the Psahnist in this tonse, 
any appearance of tautology is avoided, and 
bis vopda are rendered wore forcible. That 
thia ia bis mi9aning» may foe inferred from 
what precodea, in which hei shews the blindness 
and folly of the heathen* in worshipping idols. 
** Th^ir idols," aays be, <*are silver and gold, 
even the work of men'a hands. They have 
mouths and spfeak not: eyes have they and 
see not :*' they cannot mse the memlwrs they 
possess. " They that make them," says the 
Psalmist, ** are like unto them, and ao are 
all they that put their trust in them." H« 
then calls upon th^ hovse of Israel, and the 
house of Aaron, and upon all that ffcar th^ 
Lord, to pr«»se the Lord and to put their 
trust in hjm. ** The dead," that is, the vain 
worshippers of idols, " cannot ptme the Lord, 
neither those that go down inta silence" It 
is in vain to call upon the dead to pvaise the 
Lord, and these idolaters appear as winaeleM 
as a dead body. ** But «»/' thai ia, those who 
worship God only, and keep hia conunandn 
mmts, and therefore may be considered aa 
Uviog, and as opposed to the dead and sease^ 
less idolaters, ** zk will praise the Lord." In a 
similar application of the word "• dea4," our 
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Saviour said to one of his disciples, " Let the 
dead bury their dead/' 

That faith in God was a peculiar character- 
istic of the Psalmist, is fully shewn in those 
beautiful compositions which he has made, and 
which afford consolation to every religious 
mind : he was also fully impressed with a sense 
of his own weakness and insufficiency. It ap- 
pears to have been his wish and prayer to lead 
a spiritual life. In proof of this we may refer 
to the thirty-ninth Psalm, in which, after expa- 
tiating on the transitory state of man, and the 
vanity of their pursuits, he expresses his hope 
in the Lord, and prays for strength to sup- 
port him during the remainder of his pilgrim- 
age. It is probable that he had been at- 
tacked with some dangerous illness. • " Hear 
my prayer, O Lord,'' says he, " and with 
thine ears consider my calling : hold not thy 
peace at my tears. O spare me a little that 
I may recover my strength (or, as it is ex- 
pressed in the Bible translation, that I may 
recover strength) before I go hence, and be 
no more seen.*' By recovering strength, the 
Psalmist may be considered to mean spiri- 
tual strength; not merely bodily strengths 
which might continue for a few years, and 
then decline, but that spiritual strength which 
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would increase with his years; that strength 
m the inward man, which would survive th^ 
decay of the outward man, and triumph over 
death and the grave. It is this spiritual 
strength which we ought to be anxious to 
obtain, which they who possess can alone be 
said to live, and without which he that liveth 
is dead. It is this spiritual strength which 
will enable us to lead a spiritual life. 

But what are we to understand by a spi- 
ritual life ? We are to understand by it a 
life conducted according to the command- 
ments of God ; a life of holiness and purity — 
pure in thought, in word, and deed ; a life 
full of faith in the promises of God, de- 
pending upon God for every blessing, both 
here and hereafter, accompanied with the 
fear of God, the fear of offending him, and a 
hatred of sin ; a life full of faith, and of 
good works, endeavouring to extend the 
dominion of righteousness^ and to check the 
progress of sin, to bring all within its influ- 
ence to the knowledge of God. But who is 
equal to all these things? — ^To Uvea spiritual 
life, therefore, we must foe assisted in our 
imperfect endeavours by the Holy Spirit of 
God. Shall we say that none can praise the 
Lord, who are not thus situated — who do not 
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thus possess 9 spiritual life? It is, iqideed^ 
possible for us to praise God with our lips, 
while our hearts are far from him. But will 
God accept such praise ? Gaa we, evei» if w^ 
adopt the language of saints aud angels, 
conceal from God the inward depravity of 
our hearts? Does God seek praise from those 
who disobey his commaudm^ts^ slight his 
ordinances and despise his sacred word? 
It is not possible for such to praise God. 
♦^ The dead praise not thee, Lord/* I^t, 
then, those who are assembled here this day, 
consider with themselves, whether they are 
come to pray to God, and to praise him in sin- 
cerity^ or whether they are only come because 
custom requires their presence? whether the 
words they utter are in unison with their 
hearts ? Flattering words, addressed even to 
one of our fellow-creatures, will only bring 
down contempt, as soon as their hypocrisy is 
discovered. But there is no disguise before 
God. He can see the thoughts and intents of 
every h^u-t. It is, therefore, only the true and 
sincere worshipper who can praise the Lord, 
or pray to him. Let, then, any man, who is 
h^re this day, select any prayer he pleases 
which has been read during the service, 
and ei^amine himself clause by dause-^and 
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ask whether he sincerely means and intends 
to act by what is expressed in it? If his 
conscience replies to him in the affimiative, 
he may be satisfied that the worship he pays 
to God is not a mere form ; but, if his con'-- 
science tells him that he has no intention of 
regulating his conduct by what he has said, 
what are the prayers and praises of such ^ 
man better than sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal ? 

For instance, let us examine a few clauses 
in the Liturgy. In one sentence we have 
prayed that God would deliver us from all 
blindness of heart; from pride^ from vain" 
glory y from hypocrisy j from envy^ from hatred^ 
from malice^ and from all unchariiableness. In 
this sentence there are eight particulars, from 
which we have prayed for deliverance. Let, 
then, every man inquire of himself, clause 
by clause, whether he really and sincerely 
wishes and prays to God for such dehver- 
ance ? — In the first clause, prayer is made to 
God, that we may be delivered from a// 
blindness of heart. Are we sincere in this 
prayer? Will it then be sufficient merely to 
have repeated these words after the minister, 
and to use no endeavour of our own to render 
them effectual ? After having prayed, that 
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we may be delivered from all blindness of 
heart, shall we pass the next six days without 
once turning to those sacred writings, which 
God of his infinite mercy has caused to be 
written for our spiritual illumination ? Dur- 
ing the next six days shall we not once pray 
to God, "that he may fill us with all joy arid 
peace in believing — that we may abound in 
hope, through thepower of the Holy Ghost*' — 
that his sacred word may be a light to our 
path, and a lamp to our feet? How can we 
expect, but that we should continue an dark- 
ness, if we do not adopt those means by 
which we may become enlightened ? In the 
same manner, we may examine ourselves 
respecting pride^ vain-glory^ hypocrisy^ and 
the other vices which are enumerated. 

There is another sentence in the Liturgy 
which I shall select, in which we pray that 
" it may please the Lord to give us true re- 
pentance^ |o forgive us all our sim^ negligences^ 
and ignorances^ and to endue us with the 
grace of his Holy Spirit^ that we may amend 
our lives according to his holy word/' Thdse 
who unite with the minister with sincerity, 
and an earnest wish for amendment, in this 
sentence, will use their endeavours that they 
may not fail of obtaining what they have 
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prayed for. Their sorrow for their past sids 
will not be expressed merely in words, but 
l)y forsaking them entirely, by*never return- 
ing to them, and by avoiding every thing 
that may have the least tendency to revive 
them. They will pray to God for the assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit^ and endeavour by a 
constant study of the sacred Scriptures, to 
give their minds a new bias, to impress them 
with the iwportance of things internal, and 
thereby withdraw them from those sinful pur^ 
suits in which they had been once engaged. 
Why should any pray for repentance and 
forgiveness — that is, pray that he may have 
a due sense of the enormity of his offences, 
and for forgiveness of them, except he pur- 
poses to forsake them for ever ? Why pray for 
the aid of the Holy Spirit that he may be 
enabled to qarry these holy resolutions into 
effect^ if it is not his intention to live a holy 
life? Will the Holy Spirit dwell in that heart 
which only dissembles with God ? Will the 
Holy Spirit assist in casting out the impure 
spirit, and making that heart his temple, 
where the love of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, is still allowed to be predominant? 
Do we then inquire where we shall seek for 
spiritual strength, how we may cease to be 
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ally alive, and live for evet? These things 
may be attaiDed by prayer to God — ^by fttith 
in his Son— by the influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit — by obedience to the commandments of 
God. But this can never be attained, if our 
religion be a mere form, if we are Christians 
only in name. 

When we unite in the prayers of the Church, 
we must unite in sincerity. When we pray in 
private, we must pray with sincerity. When 
we attend at the communion service, we must 
attend with sincerity. ** The hour cometh, 
and now is,*' said our Saviour to the Samari* 
tan woman, " when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth : for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him. God 
is a Spirit; and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." It is not 
the place — it is not the form of words, but 
the spirit— the intention — the sincerity with 
which they are used, which is of importance. 

The prayers of our Church were many of 
them framed at a very early period ; probably, 
some of them in the earliest ages of Christi- 
aaity. Their language is scriptural; and, ge- 
nerally speaking, nothing can be imagined 
better adapted for our temporal and spiritual 
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wants. But, if the heart does not accompany 
the expression of the lips, the use of them is 
as vain as the observance of any superstitious 
ceremony. Those, who thus attend the pub- 
lic service of the Church, neither pray to God, 
nor praise him; they are spiritually dead while 
they live. The conduct of many, who call 
themselves Christians, presents a lamentable 
contrast) when compared with those petitions 
in which they have united with the minister in 
the Liturgy and other prayers of the Church. 
It is at variance with their baptismal vows— 
with all thekf professions as Christians. They 
are only outwardly Christiafis, and not in- 
wardly in the heart. To such may be applied 
the language of the Revelations, ** They have 
a name that they tive; but are dead.'' To 
such may be addressed the expressive words 
of St. Paul, " Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead^ and Christ shall give thee 
lighf How can they be said to be risen to 
Christy whose hearts are full of envy, and ma- 
lice, and all uncharitableness; or those who 
are of a revengeful and unforgiving temper; 
or those who are the slaves of passion and 
sensuality? Can such expect that they will 
ever be admitted into heaven? Sin cannot 
dwiell in heaven, neither can any be admitted 
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into it, who continue in sin. The name of 
Christ will not avail those who die in the 
midst of their sins and impurities — who hav^ 
acknowledged themselves Christians only in 
name; and never have seriously endeavoured 
to live in obedience to the precepts, and to 
follow the holy example, of Christ, their Sa- 
viour. Do such forget, that through sin an- 
gels were driven from heaven, arid are now 
reserved in everlasting chains, under dark- 
ness, unto the judgment of the great day? 
Do they forget, that sin brought death into 
the world, and all the miseries of this our 
temporal state? Or do they suppose, that 
after the Almighty has exhibited his ven- 
geance against sin so awfully, that they may 
sin with impunity? T^he Almighty can never 
be reconciled to sin. He can have no plea- 
sure in sinners. He never can admit them 
into his presence. If, therefore, we hope to 
inherit the blessings of futurity, we must re- 
nounce our sins — we must become new crea- 
tures. Thus the Apostle charges the disci- 
ples of Jesus, " that they should not hence- 
forth walk as other Gentiles walk, in the 
vanity of their mind f but enjoins them to 
'* put oflf concerning the former conversation 
the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
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deceitful lusts; and to be renewed in the spi- 
rit of their minds; that they put on the new 
man, which after God is, created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness/' Christ has died for 
sinners; he has paid the ransom. due for their 
sins. But he has not suffered on the cross, 
and shed his blood, that we may continue in 
sin-rthat we may henceforth sin with impu- 
nity. His atoning sacrifice can only be of 
benefit to the sincere believer — to those who 
rely on his merits; depend entirely on him 
for forgiveness ; and being thus reconciled to 
God, through the blood of their Saviour, en- 
deavour to testify their gratitude for what he 
has done for them, by bringing forth the fruits 
of righteousness. They that have a sincere 
faith in Jesus, must necessarily be sensible^ 
that nothing can be more hateful in the sight 
of God than sin. They must be assured that 
their sinS condemn them, that their sins are 
forgiven for the sake of Christ alone; but 
that, if they obstinately and intentionally 
persevere in sin, after obtaining reconcilia- 
tion in Christ, they pull down what they 
have built— they become more obnoxious to 
the wrath of God, than if they had never 
known the way of righteousness. It is, inj- 
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deed, contended by some, that those who 
have once possessed a true faith in Christ 
cannot finally perish. But let no one be in- 
duced, from such an Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, to return to the sins he has forsaken ; let 
him rather pray to God to assist him by his 
Hdiy Spirit to keep his commandments; to 
be an imitator of the holiness, the purity^ the 
goodness, of his Saviour; to enable him to 
resist temptation ; to be dead to the world, 
and alive to God. After we have done all, 
we shall be still unprofitable servants — ^we 
shall only have done that which was our 
duty to do. What shall we be, then, if we 
not only neglect our duty as our Lord^s ser- 
vants, but even disobey his will ? Cmi we, in 
this case, possibly continue to be his servants? 
It is impossible. " His servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness.^ 

St. John, in the Book of Revelations, says, 
** Blei&sed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection; on such thie second deatli 
hath no power.'' 

In accommodating -these words to the 4mb- 
ject before us, we may consider the resurrec- 
tion as two-fold. The first is that of the soul. 
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from the. state of death iq which it is by 
trature, to a fiim and sincere belief in Christ; 
in which, if it continues, it can never die eter- 
nally« The second resurrection is, that of the 
soul and body together, at the last day. Over 
the soul that has part in the first resurrection, 
the second death hath no power. No sooner, 
therefore, will it be united with the body, 
which shall then be raised from the dust, than 
it will be admitted into the paradise of God. 
In unison with which are the words of our 
blessed Saviour, which he addressed to Mar- 
tha, the sister of Lazarus, ** He that believeth 
in itie, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
and whosoever liveth and bdieveth in me, 
shall never die.^' But what is the second 
death — what but the condemnation of soul 
Bxxd body to that lake of torment, where the 
wonn dieth not, and the fiife is not quenched ? 
It is not B cessation of existence, but an end- 
less duration in the fire preparied for the devil 
and his angels, ^hut out from God, and front 
Ms presence, with no hope of ever being re* 
stored to his favour ; under the curse of God for 
ever and ever. God has not yet cursed man j 
but he has cursed the earth for man^s sin : 
"Cursed be the earth, for thy soke/' We see 
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how wretcbed it j$ to live in a place which is 
under the curse of God. But how much 
more dreadful and wretched will the -condi- 
tion of those be, who shall themselves be the 
objects of God's curse? " Depart from me, 
ye cursed f Surely such a state must he in- 
.deed death: death in the most dreadful ap- 
prehension of it. Indeed we cannot imagine 
how dreadful such a state must be. 

What remains for us, then, my brethren, 
but to beanxious, if we are dead in trespasses 
and sins, that we may, by the grace of God, 
be raised from so awful a state, and become 
aUve to God ; that, if we have part in this first 
resurrection, the regeneration of the soul, we 
may continue in it as long as we remain on 
earth. 

Let us, then, neither pursue worldly riches, 
nor pleasures, nor honours. A too eager pur- 
suit of these things is a sad evidence that 
we are dead while we hve. In a short time 
they will be lost to us, whatever share, we 
may now possess of them; and we shall be 
lost to them. But the pleasures at the right 
hand of God, the treasure that is in heaven, 
and the honour that cometh from God only, 
will always endure. Let us, then, only live 
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to these, and for these; that the life we live 
on earth may be a spiritual life. So that, at 
the last day, when we shall rise from the dust, 
we may be partakers of everlasting happiness, 
and live for ever and even Thus shall we 
praise God while on earth, and continue to 
praise him for ever in heaven. 
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SERMON XIII. 

LIFE HID WITH CHRIST. 

Set your qffectwns on things above^ not on 
things on the earth : for ye are dead^ 'and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. — Co loss. 
iii, 2, 3- 

Whatever attachment we may feel to the 
things of this present world, however reluct- 
ant we may be to submit to the termination 
of our existence here, the important truth, 
that the hand of death must, in a very limited 
period, level us in the dust, continually ob- 
trudes itself on our minds. Whether engaged 
in the pursuit of pleasure, of riches, or ho- 
nours, our thoughts are called irresistibly 
back to a recollection of the transitory nature 
of such possessions, and the certainty that we 
shall soon be separated from the enjoyment 
of them by the grave. The changes effected 
by the lapse of a few years, either in ouft 
selves, oqr families, our connexions, or those 
around us, proclaim, with a voice which must 
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be heard, that *' all is vanity and vexation of 
spirit/' Not only decrepit age becomes the 
victim of death, but infancy, and youth, and 
manhood sink into the tomb. The irrevoca- 
ble sentence is gone forth; neither riches nor 
power can divert its execution — " Dust thou 
art, and unto dust thou shalt return/' The 
fleeting nature, therefore, o^ our mortal life, 
an4, the uncertainty to which it is subject, 
should lead us to. direct our views to what is 
lasting and unchangeable. Instead of en- 
grossing our attention with an over-anxious 
regard to temporal things, we should transfer 
our care to those which are eternal ; we should 
endeavour, according to the precept contained 
in the words of the text, to set our aflfections 
on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Not only should we be induced to follow this 
precept of the Apostle, from these reflections, 
which I have thus briefly introduced to your 
notice, respecting the fluctuating nature of all 
human affairs, the certainty of our speedy re- 
moval from these earthly scenes, and the con- 
trast they afford, when compared with what 
is eternal; but also by that motive for our 
obedience which is adduced by the inspired 
writer himself — a motive, not founded on the 
despair of attaining perfect happiness here, 
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and on the uncertainty of success; but derived 
from those sublime and exalted principles^ 
which, while they will render us contented 
and satisfied with whatever may befal us in 
our present state of existence, will so far ele- 
vate our minds, as to render us superior to 
all earthly events ; to consider ourselves not 
as belonging to this world, but to another; 
and a better, to which we are travelling; — • 
such a motive as will fill us with hope and 
confidence in the God of all consolation, in 
whose presence we shall shortly appear. 

" Ye are,'' says the Apostle, ** dead^ and 
your life is hid with Christ in God/' Ye are 
dead to the things of this world. Christ, your 
Saviour, is in heaven, at the right hand of 
God. Your life is hid with him. Known 
only to yourselves, unnoticed by the world, 
your spiritual life is nourished from abovei 
To this clause of the text I shall first direct 
your attention ; a due consideration of which 
may lead us seriously to reflect upon our spi- 
ritual state, and upon what our hopes of eter- 
nal happiness hereafter are founded. The 
Scriptures authorise us to divide mankind only 
into two classes — Believers 'dad Unbelievers. 
There is no third description; and, however 
some men may endeavour to accommodate 
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their religious notions and their practice, as 
to allow them to serve God and Mammon, 
such will find, by a careful scrutiny of thern^- 
selves> that they in reality only serve the latter; 
that, whatever professions they may make 
with their lips, of being the servants of God, 
they have virtuaUy denied him. " His ser* 
vants ye are,'' says the Apostle, " to whom 
ye obey, whether of sin unto death, or obe- 
dience unto righteousness/' And our Saviour 
has decided that we cannot serve two masters. 
If, therefore, the sinful pleasures of the world 
are the object of our pursuit, however we may 
wish to palUate their enormity, and to divest 
them of their most atrocious and revolting 
characteristics, however we may labour to 
soften their Matures, they are still sinful. 
However we may disguise them to ourselves, 
and dress them in the garb of virtue, they are 
not the less hateful in the eyes of the Almighty ; 
tihey are still naked in the eyes of " Him with 
whom we have to do." 

It is remarkable that the word " dead'' is 
applied both to believers and unbelievers. 
Thus our blessed Saviour said, <^ Let the dead 
bury their dead;" and St. Paul says, •* She 
that liveth in pleasure, is dead while she liv- 
eth ;'" evidently alluding to the spiritual state 
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of those who live without God in the world • 
The same Apostle also says, in his Epistle to 
the Romans, " Reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord/' And in the 
words of the text he says to his Colossian 
brethren, ^' Ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God/' 

There is, however, this great diflFerence be- 
tween the death ascribed to these two descrip* 
tions of people. The true believer is dead to 
sin; the unbeliever, and the nominal professor 
of Christianity (for how does he differ from an 
unbeliever, if his works do not correspond 
with his professions?) is dead in sin. But 
what shall we say to those who are spifitually 
dead ? What shall we say to those who con* 
form to the sinful pleasures of the world; 
who bow to its dictates, who endeavour to 
compromise their duty, in violation of the 
sacred precepts of the Gospel, and the secret 
whispers of their conscience? Shall we tell 
^lem there is no second death ? Shall we say 
peace where there is no peace? It is incum- 
bent on the minister of the Gospel to declare 
that God will render to every man according 
to his deeds : to them who, by patient con- 
tinuance in weU*doing, seek for glory, and 
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honour, and immortality, eternal life ; but 
unto them that are contentious, and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation and wrath. This important truth 
cannot be too openly, or too frequently an- 
nounced ; yet, perhaps, there is no truth 
which men are more disposed to disbelieve. 
Hence arises that discrepancy between the 
practice of those who call themselves Chris- 
tians, and the purity of those precepts vfhich 
jEfe,.whose name they bear, has commanded 
tiiem to keep;. The dead are unconscious of 
of: what is passing about them. Their ene- 
mies-may mangle their limbs, or the wild 
beasts may devour them, but they are insen- 
sible of the treatment to which they are ex- 
posed. Their dearest friends and relatives 
may mourn around them, but they remain 
unmoved by their distress. They are equally 
deaf to the shriek of terror, and the voice of 
melody. The greatest luxuries of life possess 
no attractions for them. The most splendid 
pageantry passes unheeded by them. Speak 
to. the dead; will he answer thee ? Call him 
by his name; will he regard thee? His lips 
are: sealed in silence, his eyes are closed in 
darkness, the loudest thunder cannot awaken 
him. Bid him repent of his past sins, atul 
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the merits of Christ, who idled for him : it is 
in vain, " The dead praise not thee, O Lord ; 
neither all they that go down into silence/' 
•'In death no man remembercth thee; and 
who will give thee thanks in the pit?'' But 
is not the condition of those who are yet in 
the land of the living, if not awake to the im^ 
portant truths of the Gospel, similar to that 
of the dead ? The words of the Apostle autho- 
rise us to make this supposition. Tell them 
of the vanity of temporal things — of the sin- 
fulness of the pleasures they pursue — that 
they are born in sin, and are the children of 
wrath — that they have no righteousness of 
their own — that they will be judged according 
to their deeds — that, except they repent, and 
believe the Gospel — that, except they re- 
nounce all dependence on themselves, and 
receive Christ as their Saviour— that, except 
they become imitators of his purity and holi- 
neiss, and bring forth the fruits of a sincere 
faith, they cannot be saved. Whoever thus 
addresses them^ " will seem as one that 
mocks/' They are dazzled with the false 
glare of the world; they are slaves of their 
passions and their vices; to these they yield 
a ready submission : th^ cannot renounce 
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these, and become the disciples of Christ ; 
they cannot put off the old man, and put on 
the new man ; they love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil ; they are 
lovers of pleasure, more than lovers of God. 

But if the state of those who are actually, 
and those who are spiritually dead, is so simi- 
lar, how can the latter be affected ? How is it 
possible to awaken the sensualist/ the mali^^ 
cious, the cruel, the envious, the avaricious, 
the unjust? How is it possible to reform those 
who refuse to receive correction, who have 
made their faces harder than a rock ? ** Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots ? then may ye also do good, that are 
accustomed to do evil/' Such a reformation 
cannot be effected by the interposition of 
human agency alone. " Paul planteth, anH 
Apollos watereth ; but it is God that giveth 
the increase.^' Man may explain the Scrip- 
tures, may publish the glad tidings of great 
joy, may preach repentance, may proclaim 
the important truth, that ^^ there is no other 
name under heaven given amongmen, whereby 
they may be saved, but only the name of the 
Lord Jesus,'' and yet produce no effect upon 
their hearers. 

The inspired Propl^ets and Apostles were 
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often received with derision and contempt by 
those to whom they spake. " They were tor- 
tured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection ; and others 
had trial of cruel mockings, and scourgings; 
yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment ; 
they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword/^ 
Such was the treatment experienced by the 
holy men of old. Their eflforts to reform the 
world were rejected with scorn; and their aeal 
was rewj«4ed with hatred, cruelty, and death. 
The strength, the wisdom, the sublimity of 
their language appears calculated to have 
carried conviction to every heart — to have 
alarmed the fears of the wicked — to have 
awakened them to a due sense of their situa- 
tion — to have brought them to fall on their 
knees, and to pray to God to forgive them« 
But they hardened their hearts against the 
most affectionate and forcible appeals that 
were made to them. Thus the Lord sflid to 
the Prophet Isaiah, " Go and tell this people. 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see 
ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes, lest they see with their 
' eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
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with their hearts, and convert, and be healed/' 
Which words imply, not that the Prophet 
could possibly produce this eflFect upon the 
people ; but that the manner in which they 
they would receive what was preached to 
them, would shew their real state ; that with 
regard to what concerned their spiritual wel- 
fare, they could neither see with their eyes, 
nor hear with their ears, nor understand with 
their hearts — that thej were spiritually dead. 
It is indeed necessary that the Gospel should 
be, preached, that those who are spiritually 
blind may see, or deaf may hear, or being 
dead, may be brought to life. *' For how 
shall they hear, without a preacher V But, 
that the fruits of righteousness may be raised, 
not only must the seed of the word be sown, 
but it must be nourished by the Holy Spirit 
of God. That secret influence, indeed, which 
would encourage its growth, may be resisted, 
and thus render the Word of God unfruitful. 
The appeal, therefore, to the sinner, that he 
should turn from his evil ways and live, that 
he should awake from his dreanis of pleasure 
as from a deep sleep, must not be considered 
as addressed to those who are impenetrable to 
it. If any reject it» they have no excuse to 
plead in exteuu^^tion of their cpnducU Thq ' 
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Word of God, when preached with sincerity^ 
cannot but affect the heart. The secret in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit urges the heart to 
receive the truths which it had itself inspired^ 
and which are written in the holy Scriptures* 
This influence may be resisted ; for can it be 
expected that beings possessed with reason 
and judgment, should be forced to receive 
the blessings which God Almighty offers for 
their acceptance ? 

Thus his providence supplies us with food 
and raiment ; but even these temporal bless** 
ings cannot avail us, unless employed in such 
a manner as our reason and experience teach 
us to use them. Hunger cannot be appeased, 
unless the food be eaten ; nor the body be 
warmed, unless the raiment be put on ; nor 
the influence of the Holy Ghost render the 
Word of God fruitful in our hearts, if rejected 
by us. If any are conscious to themselves^ 
from the tenor of their past lives, that they are 
far removed from that line of conduct which 
the Gospel prescribes — if they are indifferent 
to what Christ has done for them, and rer 
gardless of Tiis commands — if they f6el no int 
terest in the important truths conveyed in the 
Scriptures — if they are offended whenever the 
doctrines of salvation are introduced to their 
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notice — if they either readily unite with the 
licentious scoffer in ridiculing every subject 
connected with religion, and with that holy 
Bible on which it is founded — or if, when any 
portion of the holy Scriptures, or of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, are attacked by the 
daring infidel, they refrain from replying to 
his arguments to the best of their ability — or 
are ashamed to profess their faith in Christ 
before men, — let them be assured^ they are 
spiritually dead. " If our heart condemn us," 
says St. John, " God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things : if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence towards God.'' 
But to what should they have recourse, who 
are sensible of their spiritual imperfections? 
What means should they adopt, that they 
may be alive unto God? Doubtless they 
must search the Scriptures ; they must study 
the invaluable truths revealed in them; the 
words of Jesus must be the frequent subject 
of their meditations ; all that the Evangelists 
and Apostles of our blessed Lord have, written, 
must engage their thoughts ; they must pray 
to God that their souls may be nourished, and 
their minds improved, by this heavenly food, 
** If any of you lack wisdom,'' says St. James, 
" let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
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Kberally, and upbfaideth not; and it shall he 
given him : but let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering/' They must not, therefore, rely 
solely on th^ir own acuteness or intelligence 
to understand the sacred writings. They 
must pray that their imperfect endeavours to 
attain a knowledge effective of salvation, may 
be assisted by the gracious influence of Him 
who giveth that wisdoni which cometh from 
above. The acquisition of this spiritual wis- 
dom will awaken them from that indifference 
to heavenly things, that false security with 
regard to their future happiness, which the 
pleasures and cares of the world produce in 
them. Their whole disposition and inclina- 
tions will be changed. It will be as when 
one awakes from a deep sleep ; as if, to use 
the forcible metaphor of the Apostle, they 
had risen from the dead. A change must be 
wrought in us all, if it has not already taken 
place. He that once, like St. Paul, perse- 
cuted the Church of God, must become its 
defender. They that name the name of Christ, 
inust " put off, concerning the former conver- 
sation, the old man, which is corrupt accord- 
ing to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in 
the spirit of their minds/' They must ** put 
on the new man, which after God is created in 
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righteousness and true holiness/' " He that 
stole, must steal no more; but must rather 
labour^ working with his hands, that he may 
have, to give to him that needeth/' Those 
who gave way to anger and wrath, or to 
swearing, or any improper discourse, must 
" let no corrupt communication proceed out 
of their mouth;'' but only that language, and 
such sentiments as are pure and good, " to the 
use of edifying, that they may minister grace to 
the hearers/' Those who have lived agreeably 
to the impulse of their sinful nature — who 
have lived in impurity or drunkenness — have 
defrauded any — have been revilers or extor* 
tioners, must cast off their work^ of darkness; 
they " must become new creatures/* " Such 
were some of you,^' says the Apostle to the 
Corinthians; " but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified 'm the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God/' Thus it appears that it is possible 
for those who have been spiritually dead, to 
become spiritually alive. Consider, then, my 
brethren, the happy effects of such a change — 
the happy effects, not only as far as they are 
concerned individually, but those connected 
with them, and interested in their welfare. 
Who would not wish to see the prodi^ 
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SOD r^tored to his family and his home, to 
become the support of his aged parents? 
Who would not wish to see the father of a 
family, if addicted to extravagance and ex- 
cess, reformed in his conduct, atid rendered 
steady in the discharge of his worldly duties, 
and a pattern of honest industry and sobriety 
to those whom he will soon leave behind 
Jiim ? Who would not wish to see the wan- 
dering sheep brought back to the fold — the 
dissipated and wicked reclaimed — ^^ to open 
their eyes, to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by feith which is in Jesus '1 Do 
not, then, my Christian brethren, neglect the 
sacred Scriptures; never speak lightly of 
them yourselves, nor suffer others to do so. 
Endeavour, by prayer, to secure to yourselves 
the gracious promises contained in them ; do 
not neglect to keep holy the Sabbath day; 
nor to present yourselves at the Lord's table, 
is occasion offers, to commemorate what he 
has done for you, that, by a contemplation of 
his sacrifice, your faith may be strengthened, 
and vou may be enabled more firmly to resist 
the temptations of the wotld, the fi^esl^ and 
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the devil; so that you may be examples to 
others, and by your good conyersation they 
may be won to Christ; that they may escape 
the pollution of the world, through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour; that he that 
sleepeth may awake, and arise, from the dead, 
and Christ shall give him light. Yes, my 
brethren, the licentious, the worldly-minded, 
and the unbelieving, may deride your &ith; 
but the true and faithAil disciple of Christ 
possesses that inward peace which no man 
taketh from him. Christ is. his lightr— Christ 
is his salvation. He is not in darkness, that 
either the day of the liord, or the day of his 
departure hence, should overtake him as a 
thief in the night. " He heareth the word of 
Jesus; he believeth in ^m that sent him; he 
hath everlasting life; he shall not enter into 
condemnation, but is passed from death .unto 
life.'' Oh! glorious privilege! Oh! blessed 
hope, that maketh not ashamed! 

But perhaps it may be replied by gome, 
that the Christian character, as described in 
the sacred writings, is indeed what we ought 
to attain. We cannot but approve of the ho- 
liness, the purity, the heavenly-mindedness, 
which we necessarily attach to the primitive 
saints and disciples of Christ; but, alas I how 
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shall we arrire at such perfection ? We are 
far, very fisur, removed from such a standard 
of excellence. The more we contemplate the 
sanctity and purity of that religion to which 
we are called, the more we are overwhelmed 
with a sense of our deficiency— the more sen^ 
sible we are, that we are indeed, what we 
have often professed ourselves to be, without 
perhaps attaching much mining to the words, 
** miserable sinners/' These refiebtions lead 
us to the important consideration, how we caii 
obtain forgiveness for our past offences, and 
how we may obtain sufficient strength to pre- 
vent us from sinning in future ; for both^ ias 
may be inferred from what has been said, we 
must apply to Christ, 

As long as we set any value on ourselves-r-r 
as l6hg as we are satisfied with general de- 
clarations of our being sinners, so long we 
shall be indifferent about obtaining fbrgive- 
ness for what is past, or obtaining strength 
for the future. We shall then only value the 
remedy when we fully understsuid the fatal 
nature of the disorder which threatens our 
desti'uction. So long as we feel secure of 
salvation through our own efforts, so Ibng we 
shall remain negligent and indifferent to the 
means by which it has been attained for us. : 
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Alas! while we name the name of Christ, 
he, perhaps, may not acknowledge ns as be- 
longing to his fold. But as soon as we shall 
be convinced, that a dreadful and eternal 
danger awaits us — that by the agency of 
worldly temptations, our spiritual enemy is 
ui^ging us to our ruin^ and endeavouring to 
draw us off farther and farther from God; as 
soon as we become convinced, that we are by 
our natural birth the children of wrath ; and 
by the sins of our own commission have of* 
fended God, and that we cannot save our* 
selves, then indeed we shall be sensible that 
what Christ has done for us is not to be lightly 
regarded ; that it is not to be coldly admits 
ted; but that we should express our thank- 
fulness for it, with our whole heart; that we 
should regard him as our best friend — a friend 
to whom we owe every thing — a friend grar 
tuitously, and of his own will; who has died 
for us, that we through him might live. Is it 
possible for any one to do more for another, 
than to lay down his life for him? This Christ 
has done for us. Shall we then expose our- 
selves to the loss of those benefits which his 
death has acquired for us? Shall the loud 
laugh of the scorner— shall the sneer of the 
infidel^or the profligate, induce us to derogate 
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from the value of his sufferings? N05 my 
brethren^ let the love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ, ever dwell in our hearts; and let 
us yield to that secret influence of the fellow- 
ship of the Holy Ghost, which would animate 
us to a firm and constant perseverance in 
whatever is good and holy* It will not avail 
us in the great day of judgment, to have been 
Christians only in name. How shall we re^ 
ply to him in that day, should our actions 
be found to have been at variance with his 
precepts ? How shall we reply to him in that 
day, that our hearts were with him — that our 
affections were above, where he reigned — that 
our life was hid with him, if, during the whole 
of the short period of our sojourning here, 
we had never shewn our love by keeping his 
commandments? if all our thoughts had 
been devoted to this world? if our greatest 
uneasiness had been, not lest we should dis- 
please him, but that we might not offend our 
sinfiil fellow-creatures, who neither kept bis 
precepts, nor valued his atonement? Christ 
has died for us, the just for the unjust. It is 
only by faith in him — by a reliance on his 
atonement, that we can obtain reconciliation 
with God. If we are without sin, then we 
need not a Saviour. But not only are we 
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conscious of our siniuliiefiB ; b^t we nrast feel 
that we are incapable of ourselves, of doing 
any thing as we ought. 

If we are sinners^ and there is no man who 
livetli that.sinneth not, then may we have peace 
with God, through Christ. The blood of Christ 
cleanseth from dl sin. If we hunger and thirst 
after righteousness — if we are anxious to dis- 
charge our duty as Christians, then the grace 
of Christ is sufficient for us. " As the branch/' 
says our Saviour, " cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in. the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me.^! — " He that abideth 
in me,'^ says he, ^^ and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing/' 

The more we examine the sacred Scrip- 
tures, the more evident it becomes that our 
spiritual life depends entirely upon Christ: 
through him, we obtain remission of our 
sins; and by his assisting grace, we are ena- 
bled to do that which is right. 

What are, then, the practical effects which 
a sincere faith in. Christ should produce in 
us ? Surely, if any one has injured us, we 
should reflect, that as Christ has forgiven us^ 
so should we forgive those who have trespassed 
against us. If we are tempted to sin, we 
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should remember, that Christ has given him- 
self for uSy that he might redeem us fVom all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Are we des- 
titute and afflicted, or deprived of any earthly 
possession? Let us remember, that our true 
riches are in heaven. If any unexpected ca- 
lamity befal us, we should say, " The Lord 
is my helper/* If sickness, or infirmity, " I 
know in whom I have trusted/' In that aw- 
ful moment, when we are about to quit these 
earthly scenes, '^ X know that my Redeemer 
liveth/* — •* My life is hid with Christ in 
God/' 

My brethren, if we are not Christ's in this 
world — ^if we are not devoted to his service — 
if we do not sacrifice our dearest interests for 
his sake while on earth, how can we expect 
that he will acknowledge us for his hereafter? 
After a few short years, this world will be 
lost to us for ever. If, during these few short 
years, we can patiently endure every evil for 
his sake — ^if our affections are set on things 
above — if we can persevere in keeping his 
commandments, then we shall be his for ever. 
Even in this life, he is present to assist and 
encourage his faithful followers — ^he is in the 
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midst.of them — ^tbeir life cannot be destroyed 
^t is bid with Christ in God— nothing can 
separate them from him. Full of this hope» 
and relying oq the goodness and mercy of 
Godj who has created us, of Christ who has 
redeemed us, and of the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifieth us, we may say, ^' All things are 
ours, and we are Christ^s, and Christ is 
God's. 
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SERMON XIV. 

iTHE UNJUST STEWARD. 

And the lord commended the unjmt steward^ 
became he had done wisely : for the children 
of this imrld are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light. And I say unto 
youj Make unto yourselves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness^ thaty when ye 
faily they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations; — Luke, xvi. 8, 9. 

The parable of the unjust steward being 
so well known, it will be sufficient to mention, 
that being called to give an account of his 
^stewardship, in consequence of an accusation 
which had been laid against him of having 
wasted his master^s goods, and dreading the 
distress to which he would be exposed, were 
the stewardship takea from him, he resolved 
to make friends to himself of his lord's debt* 
ors, by falsifying his accounts. Thus the man, 
who owed one hundred measures of oil, was 
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commanded to take his bill quickly^and write 
fifty; and the man who owed one hundred 
measures of wheat, to take his bill, and write 
fourscore. 

It is said, in the words of the text, that 
** the lord/' that is, the master, " commended 
Hie unjust steward^ because he had done wise- 
ly/' but we must not suppose, that the com- 
mendation here mentioned, extended to the 
injustice of the steward; it can only be ap- 
plied to that art which he had displayed in 
making a provision for himself. However 
illegal and wicked his conduct was, it evinced 
a grea.t degree of attention and prudence^ in 
promoting his own interest. The inference 
to be deduced is, that those who profess to 
be anxious for their future and eternal wel- 
fare, should exert the same degree of atten- 
tion and prudence, with respect to heavenly 
things, which the imjust steward employed 
with respect to his worldly concerns. 

In the parable before us, our Saviour con- 
trasts the character of worldly-minded men 
with that of his own followers; the former he 
calls ** the children of this world ;" the latter 
he designates by the appellation of ^^ children 
of light.'' In the men of the world , as in the un- 
just steward, there appears to be no deficiency 
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of zeal — no want of activity and ingenuity to 
promote their temporal interests. Whatever 
their pursuit, even if it be contrary to the laws 
of God and man, they are not easily deterred 
from the prosecution of it. Where fair and 
honest means will not avail, they make no 
scruple to employ treachery and injustice. 
Whether stimulated by ambition, by avarice, 
or by pleasure, their exertion is unwearied, 
and their ingenuity alive, to take advantage 
of every circumstance which may be service- 
able to them; and hence it is, that their ef- 
forts are so frequently crowned with success. 
But what a contrast is too generally afforded 
in the conduct of the children of light ; how 
feeble are their eflbrts; what a degree of las- 
situde, of negligence, and indifference, pre- 
vails in the very important concerns in which 
they are engaged ! It might be expected, that 
tibe exertion employed would be proportioned 
to the object proposed ; that those who are 
pursuing the things of eternity would display 
more anxiety and interest than is manifested 
by those whose only objects are the perishing 
and transitory things of this life. But this is 
not <he case« ' The truth of our Saviour's ob- 
servation, that ^^ the children! of this world are 
wiser in their generation than the children of 
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light/' is sufficiently proved by daily expe- 
rience. 

The conduct of the unjust steward presents 
an instance of that anxiety for a temporal 
support, which we ought to employ to secure 
a blessed futurity. As he exerted all his in- 
genuity in the management of his temporal 
affairs, to procure himself a support after he 
should have been deprived of his stewardship, 
so ought we to be careful that we fail not of 
obtaining eternal happiness after our depar- 
ture from this life. 

But different as the objects pursued by the 
children of this world, and the children of 
light, and the means adopted for their attain- 
ment may be, there is one circumstance com- 
mon to both^ They must remain a certain 
period in this transitory and sinful world ; the 
consideration of which wiU, perhaps, lead us 
to give a right interpretation to the injunction 
of our Saviour, in which, after having inti- 
mated the importance, that the children of 
light should imitate the zeal manifested by 
the children of the world, he commands his 
disciples to make friends to themselves of the 
mammon of unrighteousness, that is to^say, 
daey are required to employ, iq such a man*- 
ner, the perishing and transitory things of this 
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life, that they may not be an obstacle to them 
in the pursuit of those that are heavenly. 
That this is the meaning of our Saviour's 
words will, perhaps, be obvious from the 
following considerations. 
^ The word mammon signifies riches. The 
unrighteous mammon signifies, therefore, tran- 
sitory riches; for that which is unrighteous 
is necessarily fleeting and transitory. But 
we are required to make friends of the un- 
righteous mammon, that is, of frail and trian« 
sitory riches; but how can this be eflPected? 
This can only be effected by employing them 
to a proper use — by not suffering ourselves to 
be led astray by them from the paths of duty. 
If we abuse the advantages we may possess 
in this present life, they will be inimical to 
us. Divesting, therefore, the injunction of 
our Saviour of its metaphorical expression, it 
will simply mean, that we should endeavour 
so to pass through things temporal, that we 
finally lose not the things eternal; for the 
great object proposed, in thus furthering our 
spiritual interests by a properuseof the unrigh- 
teous mammon, that is, of the things of this 
life, is^ that we may inherit eternal happiness ; 
-a conclusion implied in the words which fol- 
Jow, " that when ye fail, they may receive 
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ypw/' that U, that when ye die, the ang^l^ 
in»y receive yow; or, yqu may be Teceive<i 
into everlasting habitations; 

As long a? we remain iq this worid, we are 
necessarily obliged to hare some intercourse 
with it; 9Pd, consequently, are exposed to 
the various temptations with which it abounds. 
3ut we must so use the things of this worlds 
its not tp abuse them ; we must so conduct 
ourselves during the time of our sojourning 
here, that, after our departure hence, we may 
be received intp the kingdom of heaven. Nor 
\fk this all. The faithful performance of our 
duty here will be, as it were, a pledge of our 
fidehty in the discharge of those duties, of 
whateyer nature they may be, which may be 
required of us hereafter. We must, therefore, 
^hew our fidelity in the things^ here, that the 
things of eternity may be committed to our 
care. For our Saviour intimates, that a more 
important charge will be entrusted to us in a 
future state; thus, in the words following 
those already quoted, he says, " He that is 
faithful in that which is least, is faithful in 
that which is much; and he that is unjust in 
th^ least, is unjust also m much.'*—" If, there- 
fore,"' continues our blessed Lord, ^^ ye have 
not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon. 
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who will commit to you the tf ue riches? And 
if ye have not been faithful in that which ife 
another man's, who will give you that which 
is your own^r that is, if ye have not been 
£sdthful in the concerns of this perishing world, 
^j— in the riches of this your temporal state, and 
which are not your own, but only entrusted 
to you, who will give to yout care those richek 
whidi are eternal, and would be for ever yours? 
For whatever we may appear to possess, in 
this world, is not really our own. It is only 
a stewardship intrusted to our care; and w6 
^ shall have hereafter to give an account of our 
use of it. We have nothing which we have 
not received. Our souls, our bodies, our abi- 
lities, our worldly possession^, wh^thier iriore 
CH* less, are so many talents which we are to 
employ to the best advantage. It is on the 
the use or abuse of these talents that our 
haj^iness depa[ids both here and hereafter. 
la no respect are we our own. *' Whether we 
live, or whether we die, we are the Lord's.^ 
We ate his property : both as our Creator, 
and as our Redeemer, he has a elaim upon us. 
Whatever we have, we hold as his stewards. 
If we discharge our duty as we ought, then 
will that joyful address be made to us, which 
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is pfomised to the faithful servant, ^* Enter 
thoti into the joy of thy Lord /' but if we are 
disobedient and faithless, what : caa we ex- 
pect, but that we shall be cast forth into 
outer darkness ? From the highest to the 
lowest, whether rich or poor^ — for God is no 
respecter of persons — we shall be obliged to 
give an account of our stewardship. We 
shall each be obliged to answer the important 
question, What has thy talent gained? Has 
thy time, thy knowledge, thy wealth, been 
devoted to the service of God ? Hast thou 
adopted all the means which were afforded 
thee, of learning his will ; and hast thou been 
anxious to perform it? Has it been thy con* 
stant endeavour to promote the glory of God, 
and the benefit of thy fellow- creatures? Hast 
thou been a faithful steward of thy Lord ? It 
will depend upon the result of this inquiry, 
lyhether the true riches will be committed to 
us — whether that which is our own (and 
which is so called, because, , if once given, 
it will never be taken from \x^) shall be 
given us, or whethfer the little we have shall 
be taken from us; *^ for to him that hath 
^all be given, and from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he 
hath/' 
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It may be necessary here to obviate tHe 
supposition which may possibly arise in the 
minds of some, that the injunction of out JSa- 
viour, to make friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness, has any tendency to encourage 
injustice. Should such a supposition arise 
in the breast of any one, it will be immedi- 
ately removed, by considering the declara- 
tion of our Saviour, which closes the instruc- 
tion, he has himself drawn for us from the 
parable of the unjust steward. "No man," 
says he, "can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon.'' 

This declaration of our blessed Lord, is of 
itself a sufficient evidence of the moral ten- 
dency of the parable before us. It at once 
prevents the possibility of our misunder- 
standing him. It fully shews us, that any 
endeavour to unite the service of God with 
the service of the world, will be vain ; that, in 
all our dealings with our fellow-creatures, wcr 
must conduct ourselves as responsible to that 
Almighty Being whose servants we are ; that 
any attempt to conciliate the love of the 
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^orld^ or to promote our temporal inter^ts 
fcjr the least dereliction of our duty to God^ 
is in effect a rejection of his ^service^ in the 
discharge of which we are required to emu**- 
latethe wisdom displayed by the children of 
the world. With the consideration, of thes6 
words, as naturally flowing from the parable 
(^ the unjust stew&td^ I shall conclude ^e 
present discourse* 

If we are really the servants of God, 
if we hold to him> and love him, all our 
services will be directed to him, as due 
to hi^9 ^bo is the author of all our bless* 
ings, our only hope and dependence. A 
serviqe divided between two masters caii- 
not be satisfactory to either. A desire to 
conform to the tvorld cannot cobsii^t with a 
desire to please God. Whatever^ therefore, 
our professions may be to the contrary, when- 
ever we attempt to please the wbrld by the 
violation of our duty, we really forsake God^ 
and cease to serve him : the folly of which 
is too appare^t to require any comment. By 
thus acting, we should not even gain the good 
opinion of our fellow-creatures, for wlK>se 
s^pplause we had compromised bur princi- 
ples; and we should forfeit all the gkaripus 



Digitized 



by Google 



263 

hopes we bad fbrmdrlj cherished ^ as the fol^ 
lowers of Jesus. 

Here it may be of importance to observe^ 
thdt the spiritaal Adversary of the Christian 
religion is ever ready to withdraw the heed- 
less^ and the unsuspecting, from so glorious a 
clause ; that there is a wisdotn and a cunning 
iiiwajs alive, to render the h^^art apostate 
from Christ. *• The devil, like a roaring 
lion, goeth about, seeking whom he may de^ 
vour/' To escape his wiles, the disciple of 
Christ must not relax his efforts; he must 
never suppose that he is secure; he must 
always consider himself as rudhing a race> 
which he has not yet won — as contending for 
a victory, which is yet dubious; he must 
ever be apprehensive, Ifest he should fail of 
obtaining the prize of the high calling iii 
Christ Jesus, which is set before him; be 
must never vaunt hitnself, as ihough he had 
already attained, or were already made per- 
fect. 

Theonly method by which the mind can be 
thus kept awake to its true and eternal in*- 
terests,is by entirely renouncing whatever may 
have the least tendency to lessen its Idve of 
Ood; The zealous Christian will be anxious 
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to lay aside every weight, and the sia that 
does most easily beset him. Then only will 
he be able; to emulate that wisdom in a just 
cause, which the children of the world employ 
for their temporal advantage. But if the 
children of light . entirely discard the love of 
the world, their love of God will manifest it- 
self in greater endeavours to serve him, and 
to promote his glory. They will become in 
their generation, as distinguished for wis- 
dom and prudence, as the children of the 
world. 

Nor let us suppose, that such zeal in the 
children of light will be without its reward, 
even in this life. The wisdom of such a 
choice must be obvious to all— a choice en- 
couraged, both by the promises of God, and 
the contemplation of his providence. Did 
not God create the herb of the field ? is it not 
his hand which arrays it with splendour and 
magnificence, more . gorgeous than that of 
Solomon ? But, " if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is cast into the oven, how much more will he 
clothe you, O ye of little faith?" If his par 
terasd cafe extend to the birds of the air, is it 
possible that he can ever forget those, his 
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creatures, whom he has endued with reason 
and immortahty ? How forcibly, then, are 
we called upon to trust in hibfi, and to devote 
all. our exertions to his service? 

The folly, also, of not making our duty to 
God our choice, is obvious. If we will not 
trust in the providence and care of God, in 
whom shall we trust? If we will not love 
him, whom can we love ? If the Almighty is 
not powerful to save and defend, there is no 
one else on whom we can rely. But by what 
better means can we secure to ourselves his 
protection, than by zeal in his cause? It is 
remarked in the Prophet Jeremiah, that not 
any of the idolatrous nations had eVerchanged 
their gods for others. They might indeed 
havet added to the idols they served, and 
multiplied the objects of their adoriation, but 
they still preserved the same veneration for 
the stocks and stones which they had first 
worshipped. ** I will yet plead with youj 
saith the Lord, and with your children's chil- 
dren will I plead. For pass over the isles of 
Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar^ and 
consider diligently, and see if there be such a 
thing. Hath a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods ? but my people have 
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changed their glory for that which doth not 
profit/' Fot- it is evident, howerer we diay 
attempt to disguise it to ourddves, that if we 
serve the world, and our guilty passions^ 
whatever claim we may make to be the iter- 
vantb of God, we have, in reality, deserted 
him — We have forsaken his service — we have 
exchanged the sertice of the living God for 
the service of this world, which becomes oui^ 
god. We shall not, like the Heathen, have 
added another, god to the number we wor* 
ship; but impiously, Uke the Jews, have 
changed the true God, for one that cannot 
profit. 

In thus forsaking God, we not only leave 
him who alone is a sure confidence, but place 
our reliance on that which cannot help. 
Thus it is further written in the Prophet 
Jeremiah, ** Be astonished, O ye heaVens, at 
this, and be horribly afraid ; be ye very de- 
solate, saith the Lord. Fof my people have 
committed two evils; they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of hving waters, and hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that hold no 
water/' It is, therefdre, not only our duty, 
but our happiness, to devote ourselves en- 
tirely to the service oF God-^to consider our- 
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^Ives SU3 always in hb presence ; and that^ 
whatever we do or toy, mnst be done oi 
said by us as his servants ; that WheneVer 
we do any thing sinfiiU or say any thing sin^ 
ful^ we are serving th^ cause 6f his adver* 
sary. 

Heikce we may conclude, that the chrldrbh 
of light, that is, those who profess to be fbl*^ 
lowers of Christ, must imitate, in their spiri-^ 
tual cotacems, the anxiety and attention dis«- 
played by the children of the world; and 
that this anxiety and attention must be shewn 
in the service of that Master, whom alone 
they ought to serVe and obey ; thfcit the ser- 
vice of God is that which they ought to 
dioose; that« in their intercourse with the 
^oncern^ of this life, they must hevet* lose 
sight of that future state to which they \till 
ioori be removed ; but tnake ^very thing 
minister towards the attainment of that hap-^ 
piness which \frill be the reward of their well-^ 
doing hete. Fidelity must mark their con-» 
duct in the manageitaent of all their tempo^ 
ral concerns. Th6y milst serve God aloiie, 
and not vainly endeavour to serve the \^orld, 
ahd their sinful passions, and iiliagine they 
can, at the same time, be the servants of 
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God; for if we are really the children of 
light, our treasure will be in heaven, and there 
will our hearts be also. If the hope of hea- 
ven and eternal happiness outweigh with us 
every thing this world can offer, the effect of 
this hope will display itself in our actions. 
The parent will shew it in his anxiety for the 
religious instruction of his children; the chil- 
dren, in their anxiety for the happiness of 
their parents^ and in their obedience to their 
precepts; the servant in his fidelity to his 
master ; and the master in the welfare of his 
dependents. 

Our blessed Saviour has afforded the 
sublimest example for our imitation. What 
he did was for our sakes, that we, through him, 
might obtain eternal redemption. Shall not 
we then, brethren, labour, that we may par- 
ticipate in the fruits of his sufferings ? Shall 
not we labour, knowing that, if we rely on 
him, we shall be strengthened from above, to 
perform all that is required of us ? Shall not 
we shew some zeal and earnestness for our 
own sakes, and for the sake of Christ, when 
^' rist has shewn so much for us? Let us^ 
m, pray to God, that, by his grace assist- 
; us, our wisdom in the promotion of our 
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eternal happiness, may not be surpassed by 
the wisdom displayed by the children of the 
world; that, although in the world, we may 
not be of the world, that we, who cannot do 
any thing that is good without him, may, by 
him, be enabled to live according to his will; 
so that, by obedience to the commandments 
of God, and by faith in Christ, we may in 
this life evince ourselves to be the children 
of light, and when we die, may be received 
into the everlasting kingdom of God. 
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SERMON XV. 

THE PATIBNCE OP JOB. 

Ye have heard of the patience of Job f and have 
seen the end of the Lord^ that the Lord i$ 
very pitiful^ and of tender mercy, — Jambs^ 
V. 11. 

Among the argun^ents adduced by the 
Apostle for our cultivating the virtue of pa* 
tience, is the example of Job. The poem 
which contains his history is the most ancient 
extant. Job is recorded to have lived in the 
land of Uz, a country probably situated in 
Arabia, and to have been a man of high rank 
and great possessions. But it was not in 
these in which his confidence was placed. — 
'* He was perfect and upright^ one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil/' When, therefore, 
he had beard of the loss of his servants and 
oxen, which had been taken away by the Sa- 
beans, of the destruction of his flocks and 
shepherds by lightning, that his camels had 
been carried away by the Chaldeans, and 
their keepers slain by the sword, that his 
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seven sons and three daughters had been 
overwhelmed by the ruin of the house in 
which they were feasting, what was the con- 
duct of this exemplary man ? Did he encou- 
rage any hard thoughts against God? Did 
he meditate self-destruction? Did he pre- 
pare to rush into the presence of his Maker^ 
as if he would upbraid him as the cause of 
his calamities, and daringly bid him take 
back the life which he no longer valued, de- 
prived as he was of his possessions, and those 
who were so dear to him ? No. He was in- 
fluenced by a nobler and more elevated mo- 
tive. He expressed indeed some signs x)f 
grief : he rent his mantle, and cut off hi& hair. 
Not a single word escaped from his lips, 
which betrayed the least degree of impa- 
tience, or distrust in Providence. He fell 
down upon the ground and worshipped. Alas ! 
how few are there who would act thus imder 
such circumstances? All his worldly pros- 
perity had vanished ; there was not a wreck 
of his fortunes left to support him ; j^et, all 
that he said was, " Naked came I out of my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return 
thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away : blessed be the name of the Lord.'' 
But the sum of his afflictions was not yet 
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completed.* The ministering angel, who 
was to try his fidelity (for the word Satan 
may, in this passage, be possibly so inteir* 
preted) went forth from the presence of the 
Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from th^ 
sole of his foot unto his crown. Thus was he 
reduced to the greatest degree of misery. 
" Seated among the ashes, he took a potsherd 
to scrape himself withal. His jflesh was 
clothed with worms, and clods of dust.^^ He 
became the object of scorn and contempt. 
" Those that were younger than himself, 

* Heb. ]Qltf Satanas. Sed hoc loco non de malo genio, qui 
vulgo diabolus dicitur, cogitandum esse, facile intelligitur, si 
ad consilium auctoris in prologo poemiatis attendatur. Lectores 
yeram causam calamitatis Jobo illatsB docere vult. Fingit Deum 
in coelo cum mimstris et amicis suis conventum habuisse, in quo 
de rebus in terrarum orbe peractis deliberatum esset Inter hos 
autem ministros coelestes esse ettam aUquem, qui mores hominum 
observet, requirit tota fictio, cum ejusmodi morum inspector aut 
censor in quavis familia aut republica a sapiente patre familjas 
aut principe constituatur. Hinc mirum non est eum inter reli- 
quos Dei ministros comparere, quippe qui cum reliquis eodem 
jure fruebatur, neque Deo indignum vid^ri debet colloquium, 
quod cum eo instituit : neque malum genium prodit susjpicio, 
quam pr'^ se fert de simulata Jobi probitate. Muneris est hu- 
jusmodi morum inspectoris, suspiciosam esse ad recte dijudican- ^ 
dos vere pios et hypocritas. Tandem neqiie ipsa mala Jobo 
Ulata probant malum genium esse, qui heec intulerit. Nihil 
enim agit,nisi Deo volente et jubente ; atque propterea tam pa- 
rum reprehendendus estet accusandus, quam quivis alius minis- 
ter, qui mandata princtpis sui exequitiir. cf. Cap. 2, S.-^^Dathtus, 
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#hose fathers he would have disdained, from 
their inexperience, to have set over the dogs 
of his flock, held him in derision/' : Tlien 
said his wife unto him, "Dost thou still re* 
tain thine integrity? Bless God, and die/'* 
** But he said . unto* her, Thou speakest as 
oi^ of^ the foolish women speaketh. WhatI 
shall we receive. good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil T'' 

. Th^. friends of Job did not diminish hb 
grief; s they imputed his calamities to his 
having been guilty of some offence against 
God : they argued, that no innocent person 
jCo^ild possibly be exposed tq :^h(e jqgiigefie? 
which he suffered ; that the wicked might 
flourish for a short time, but they would ulti- 
mately sufier the punishment due to their ii^i- 
quHy;; and ttiat God would not suflfer the 
righteous to be overwhelmed with afiiiction. 
In reply to which. Job observes, that we must 
I^ot jucigei pf the piety of mcA bythei? exr 
ternal circumstances ; the providence of God 
so ordering it, that the wicked should some- 
times enjoy evqry worldly happiness, while 
(the upright were involved ip misfortunes. 



f. TO in 6ui translatidD is rendered *^ Curse'*, kietead of 
" Btess." See Tarkhursfs Heb. Lexicon* 



Digitized 



ized by Google 



275 

Thus also Solomon says, in the book of 
Ecclesiastes, " All things have I seen in the 
cj^js of my Vanity: thore is a junt. man that 
pet'isheth itf his righteousness, and there is a 
ittioked man thiat prolongeth his life u^oh the 
earth; -there are just men. tin to Whomrdt Jiap- 
penetb according to the wotk of the iwicfced'; 
and again, there are jw^icked men untQ>wbomit 
happeneth accocding to' tbe^work i>f th^ ri^- 
toous :'' but this isi not «n argument against the 
prcividencfe of God, His superintending care 
stiU ebitende oyer all hi^ creatures*^ Let not any 
one, therefor^, suppose ttbat he iefoi^sak^n of 
God, however; great his misfortudesunray be. 
The evils whith ^e^st^ are ^permitted for wise 
purposes, Which wfe canriOt&ithom/f -^ 
j /f^ I iam,"' says Job, ";as one nkocked of his 
ideighbour, who calletb upon God that he 
may answer him/ The j«st,; uptight man i» 
biughed to scorn. ^ Hfe^thal! Is ready to slip 
with h\h feet*' (howeven virtuous hie inay.be), 
^^.U as a Ump despised in the thought of him^ 
that is at ease,'' of him that is prosperous. 
*i But,'* continues this servant of God, ^' the 
tabernades of robbers prosper, and they that 
provoke God are secure/': Areyousmprised 
at this? The same thing takes place in tht 

T 2 
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animal creation. The stronger overpower 
the weaker ; the fierce and rapacious de- 
stroy the gentle and meek. " Ask now the 
beasts, and they shall teach thee/* says Job ; 
" and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell 
thee ; or speak to the earth, and it shall teach 
thee; and the fishes of the sea shall declare 
unto thee. Who knoweth not, in all these 
things,'' (whatever difficulty we may perceive 
in reconciling them), " that the hand of the 
Lord hath wrought this/' " Yet," says he^ 
" in Ai^ hand is the soul of every living thing, 
and the breath of all mankind." 

Thus our Saviour says, " Not a single spar- 
row is forgotten before God." "Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one 
of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. Fear not ye : ye are of more 
value than many sparrows." 

It is remarkable that no direct solution is 
given by the Almighty of that moral ques- 
tion which is agitated between Job and his 
friends, why the good are often afflicted in 
this life, and the wicked are for a period pros- 
perous. But the Almighty, by a reference 
to the wonders of his creating hand, shews 
that his ways are incomprehensible, thus 
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inferring, because m^n cannot understand, 
or can form only an imperfect and indis- 
tinct knowledge of the works of nature, an 
acquaintance with which is of more easy 
attainment, that therefore it is rash and 
unbecoming of them to discuss higher sub- 
jects, or to desire to be informed of those 
things which far exceed the limits of their 
comprehension; that it only pertains to the 
infinite wisdom of the Creator, before whose 
all-seeing eye nothing can be concealed, 
who perceives the connection of every link 
in the vast chain, either of natural or moral 
contingencies, to regulate the causes of 
-events, and, by his controlling power, to dis- 
pose of circumstances as it appears best in his 
unerring judgment. It is impossible for the 
finite views of man to possess so enlarged and 
comprehensive a knowledge of things; it 
becomes him, therefore, to acquiesce in the 
divine will, nor to entertain a doubt but that 
the most wise and just Deity dispenses and 
governs every thing with the greatest degree 
of wisdom and justice.* 

We might be induced, like the Epicureans, 
from observing that virtue did not often meet 

* See Dathiut. 
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with its Reward in this life, and that vice was 
oftbn flouiishlng and triumphant, to den j the 
frtrovidence of God. But revelation t^afches 
ix$ to direct our views beyond. the present 
sphere of our existence, and to expect that 
the good aiid righteous will: be rewarded ac- 
cording io their worksy at that day when 
their Saviour shall appear. .During ^ttte 
period, therefore, . of ihfeir sojourning . herci 
the 'faithful disciples iof Christ have need of 
patience; they must set their afief^tions on 
things'above, not oia thin^ bn. the earth. If 
their heari is set on earthly .things, their .bap^ 
piness must tiecessarily/fluctuate. with tbem ; 
btit if their treasure is in heaven, hothin^. can 
take it from th^m : then, whatever calamities 
may beffal them here, they will not beabieto 
disturb the inward tranquillity of their hearts, 
nor deprive them of the ^orious hope that is 
set before them. 

The tfiie Christiaii must not regard him- 
self as belonging to this world ; he is only a 
is'^outnei* in it, only passing through it to a 
better. He may meet with distresses, or 
even persecution; but should these things 
move him ? Has not his Saviour told him to 
expect such things? ** In the world,^' says 
he, " ye shall have tribulation.'' Does the 
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^plcjlier, wbo si^yes his prinoei expect l;o b6 
exempt from toil and danger? yet <he b^B 
xjnJy a temporal regard : to expect. Shall, 
.then, the Soldier of Ghf iat tepiqe against the 
iim^hia^ ^^^ evils be may experience 
"^blcb c£U) otlj be for a short tim^ when ht 
>g assured th^t: his Jight ^iflidtion, which h 
but for a moment, worketb for hinot a far 
more ^exeefeding aud abqadaptv weight of 
glory;? ; i V 

All the Qalamiiljies of life may be tegar^e4 
ag )So ijiaijy trials of pur patience. Does auy 
one, ]w^bo c^ll/s himself a follower of Christ, 
suppose thp^t his day of jtrial will never come? 
—th^t, having i^sjs^m^ the name of Gbrist, 
there remains npthing farther for him to dp ? 
.D.c^she supposejtbat the victory was decided 
for him at his bqipti^m ?— tjbat the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, were then subdued? — thajt 
be has only fP pass idly and careles$ly through 
this li^e, and thg-t the gates of heaven will 
open tp receive him^ immediately on hisfquitr 
iing these temporal spenes? Let hjm npt dcr 
ceive himself with such a hope. N.pw is t^e 
jday of trial. Now is the period in whicb be 
must fight the good fight of faith. Now is the 
time in which he is " made a spectacle unto 
the world, and tp angels, and to men-'' Np>v 
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18 the time when patience must have her per- 
fect work. 

The life of the true Christian is a conti- 
nued warfare. The nominal Christian will, 
perhaps, compromise his duty — will break 
his allegiance, and deny his Saviour, as occa- 
sion serves. He will drink with the drunken 
— he will jest against religion with the scomer 
— he will conform to the fashions of this 
world — he will act in opposition to the dic- 
tates of his conscience — he will fear man 
rather than God— he will not copy the ex- 
ample of the holy men of old in the exercise 
of patience — and yet he will call himself a 
Christian. Were we, on all occasions, to act 
according to that holy religion of which we 
profess ourselves to be members, we should 
find that, although we live in a country pro- 
fessedly Christian, we should have much to 
combat with — niuch hatred and opposition 
to encounter— much derision and reproach 
to endure. We might, perhaps, escape the 
censure of the world, by doing as others do ; 
but we should necessarily cease to be sincere 
Christians. " Endure hardness,*' says the 
Apostle, •* as a good soldier of Jesus Christ/' 
— " No man,'' says he, '* that warreth, en- 
tangleth himself with the affairs of this life ; 
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that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier/' The inference is obvious. 
The soldier cannot engage in traffic or mer- 
chandise like another man; his whole atten- 
tion must be directed to his profession. He 
cannot serve his prince faithfully, if he has 
any object in view beyond his interest and 
honour. Think you, then^ that the Christian 
can entangle himself with the pleasures and 
pursuits of the world with impunity? Think 
you that he can at the same time conform to 
the world, and be a servant of Christ? 

But should any one who has hitherto lived 
in a sinful compliance with the world, per- 
ceive the necessity of his being a Christian, 
not only in name, and renounce that sinful 
course in which he had walked, let him be 
assured that he will find much occasion for 
the exercise of his patience — he will find an 
enemy in every one of his former associates. 
As in the time of the Apostles, those who 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking in 
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revel- 
lings, banquetings, and abominable idola- 
tries, thought it strange concerning the fol- 
lowers of Christ, that they did not run into 
the same excess of riot, and spake evil of 
them; so every one, who now turns to Christ 
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witb sincerity, must expect that his patience 
will be tried, and that every endeavour will 
be made to bring him back to his forma* 
habits — that he will Imve to contend with the 
ridicule and scorn of those whose conduct hd 
has had courage enough to disapprove. 

It is impossible to imagine any sitnation in 
life in which the patience of the sincere Christ 
tian is not tried. He cannot conform to the 
fashions of a sinful world ; he th^eforeexposef 
himself continually to its hatred and persecu- 
tion; abd it.i^ill happen, in many idstance^; 
that among those, where he ought to find, an 
asylum, he will meet with the niost Violent 
oppositioh. f^ Think not/' says our Saviour, 
** that I am come to send peace on earth''— ^ 
that peace will be the effect of my coming; 
I came not to send peace, but a sword; 
Instead of that peace apd good-will which 
you would expect from ' the arrival of the 
Prince of peace, expect hostility and fadtter 
contention. " For I ain coifae to set a man 
at variance against his father, and the daughr 
ter against her mother, and the daughter^n* 
law against her mother-in-law. And a man's 
foes shall be those of his own household.'^ 
Nor let any man be surprised should he find 
the truth of this declaration of our Saviour 
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confirmed by his own experience. His family i 
his connexions, aad his househ6ldj hkv6 the 
same sinful propensities, though Varying io 
degr^, with dthers; the satne love of plea- 
sure,ithe same disinclination to a strict regani 
to honesty, virtue, utad holiness; th^ sa4ie 
Arguments to 'plead inl favour of following th^ 
world; and doing as others do; the i^ame fond* 
ness for worldly distinction,; the same reluc- 
tance against reading the Scriptures or attend- 
ing at theSacrameiit, or even at family prayer. 
To be conscientiously and strictly a Christian ; 
not only to avoid evil, but even the appear- 
ance of it, is difficult of attainmetft, and pej^- 
haps never fully attained, even by those whp, 
.through the study of Scrijitijre, and the divine 
.grace,! have imbibed a due sense of the hatred 
of sinin the eyes of the Almighty. The irp-- 
portanfce and necessity of repentance; of 
accepting and believing in Christ as theif 
propitiation ; of putting on the Lord Jesi^ 
Christ; thajt is, of becoming imitators pf his 
holiness, of his purity, of his humility, of his 
jkindness, benevolence, and patience; of doing 
nothing which we suppose. he would not ap- 
prove, of loving nothing which his precepts 
would not sanction, of going no where where 
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he would not appear were he on earth. It 
would be difficult for a man to bring himself 
to be truly and strictly a Christian in this 
sense; it would therefore be still more difficult 
for him to produce the same results in others. 
Much, however, may be effected by patient 
perseverance — " Behold the husbandman/' 
says St. Jam6s, " waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and the latter 
rain. Be ye also patient.'' 

I might adduce the fiery trials to which the 
martyrs of our holy religion have been sub- 
jected, as instances of patient enduring: they 
had no hope of escape in this world — all their 
expectations of happiness were centered in 
the next. I shall therefore say with the 
Apostle, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, " We 
desire that every one of you do shew the same 
diligence, to the full assurance of hope unto 
the end : that ye be not slothful, but followers 
of them who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promises/' 

There is, however, one circumstance which 
awaits us all — the period of our departure 
from these earthly scenes. Some, indeed, 
are taken away without any notice of the 
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awfiil event, in the midst of worldly enjoy- 
ments, and unprepared for that awful tribu- 
nal beforie which they will shortly appear. 
Others linger on the bed of sickness, exposed 
to weakness and pain. How many may say 
with Job — " As a servant earnestly desireth 
the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for 
the reward of his work, so am I made to pos- 
sess months of vanity, and wearisome nights 
are appointed unto me. When I lie down, I 
say, When shall I arise, and the night be 
gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro 
unto the dawning of the day. When I say. 
My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall 
ease my complaint; then thou scarest me 
with dreams, and terrifiest me through vi- 
sions. Terrors are turned upon me. My wel- 
fare passeth away as a cloud ; my bones are 
pierced in me ; my sinews take no rest. He 
hath cast me into the mire, and I am become 
like dust and ashes. My harp is turned to 
mourning, and my organ into the voice of 
them that weep.'' 

In the midst of such affliction, whither shall 
the mourner turn his thoughts ? to whom shall 
he have recourse for consoliation ? If the re- 
membrance of the days which he has passed in 
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vanity trouble his minidr; if the sins which he 
has committed duringlthe time of his sojotarn- 
kig h^e ofccor' to hk anxioui soulr to? whom 
ihall he look for t comfort^ and forgiveness? 
While he feeler himself sinking into that dust 
frdtti which he was formed, oa whom sHall he 
depose, so that he may anticipate' with con-^ 
fidetic^ a joyful resurrection from the grave ? 
Surely on him who has died for our trans- 
gressions ; on him who Mi^as himself & tnan 5f 
Borrbws, and acquainted with grief; on that 
Jesus, the Captain of our ^alvatk)n, who wm 
made perfect through sufferings; on that 
High Priest who hath passed into the heaveps', 
who having been in all points tempted like as 
-We are, yet without sin, canfiot but be touched 
with the feehng of our infirmities/ Surely 
the sincere Christian, repenting of his past 
sins, and relying on the raerciftil and power^ 
ful atonement of. his Sav^oury will meet the 
king of terrors with tranquil reiwgnatioh.' In 
*heniidst of corruption, and pain, and death, 
he will pierce with the eye of faith beyond 
the boundary of these temporal heavens^ and 
will see the Son of God seated at the right 
hand of the Majesty on -high. He witt ex- 
daim, with holy Job, "I know that my Re- 
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deemer liveth! Though worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh* shall I see God : whom 
I shadl see^ for myself, and mine eycb shdil 
behold, and not anothet/' Then shall he, who 
Once cried, f^ Have pity upon me, have pity 
iippn' me, ye, my. friends, for the hand of 
God hath touched me;*' then shall he patti-- 
cipate those pleasures that arfe at the right 
hand of God for evermore. Who is there, 
then, that will not allow that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy ? " Ye have seen,'' 
says the inspired writer, *^the end of the 
Lord." By his kindness and mercy the tem- 
poral miseries of Job were removed ; and the 
Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than 
his beginning. It is the same Lord that now 
ruleth. His ways and dealings are inscrutable 
to us. " As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are his ways than our ways, and his 
thoughts than our thoughts." But let us rest 
assured, my brethren, that " all things work 
together for good to them that love him;" and 
even should it be his divine will that any tem- 
poral calamity should not be removed from 
us in this world — that he will hereafter " ren- 
der to every man according to his deeds" — 
" to them who by patient continuance in well- 



Digitized 



by Google 



288 

doing seek for glory and honour and immor- 
tality, eternal life:'* — let us, then, pray to 
God that he may enable us patiently to re- 
sign ourselves to him " who does not willingly 
afflict or grieve the children of men /' that, in 
all our trials, he would give us strength equal 
unto our day, ^' that patience may have its 
perfect work/' 
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SERMON XVI. 



LAZARUS RAISED. 



Jesus said unto her^ I am the resurrection and 
the life ; he that helieveth in we, though he 
were deady yet shall he live. — John, xi. 25. 

The words of the text, which form a part 
of that conversation which our blessed 
Saviour had with the sisters of Lazarus, pre- 
viously to his raising him from the dead, have 
been adopted into the burial service ap- 
pointed by our church. As often as they are 
read at the margin of the grave, when our 
fellow mortals are consigned earth to earth, 
and dust to dust, they must convey to the 
afflicted friends of the deceased a declara- 
tion replete with the greatest comfort ; they 
must convey the moit solid assurance, that 
the awful separation which has taken place 
is only temporary. The consolation afforded 
by them may be compared to that glow of 
satisfaction which would pervade the breast 
of the lost and benighted traveller, on the 
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sudden appearance of a gleam of light to 
direct him in his course. They are words 
which carry conviction to the heart, and in- 
spire it with holy confidence. They make 
death appear to be, what it really is to the 
true Christian, a passage from a state of time 
to that of eternity ; from a state of sorrow 
and uncertainty to that of eternal happiness. 
Hence the mourner will not tranquillize his 
mind with that negative consolation which 
philosophy derives from an acquiescence 
with the laws of nature. If he be a parfent 
lamenting the loss of his child, he ^ill not 
riierely say, I krio^ that he wfes borfi subject 
to death. lie ^ill look farthfer, he will ex- 
tend his Views beyond the grave. He will 
say, I know iny child wis subject to that 
mortality that awdits us all. I submit to that 
righteous decision of the Almighty, which hasi 
deprived me bf him. "The Lord ^ve and 
the Lord hath taken away, blfessed bfe <He 
tiaiiie of the Lord :'' but 1 also kno^ that hd 
is ehdiied \irith an initnbrtd soiil. I beUeVe in 
the graciciu^ words tif my Redeemer. I be- 
lieve that he is ** thetefeurrectiod and the life:'' 
^Hr6ugh his liiferjts at)d intercession I Ibok 
fo^Tt^ai•d to tHat bl6fesed periddi when We §Hfell 
be again united^ lievet td separate, v^heh yfe 
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Shall liv6 for ever in those happy regions ffoni 
wheiice sorrow and death are excluded. — ^ 
Whatever the relationship^ Whatever the affi- 
nity, li^hatever the intimafcy that existed be* 
tween the triourner iatid the deceased (whe- 
ther it were that of husband and wife, of bro- 
ther and sister, of parent and child) ; in the 
midst of the gtief which is necessarily excited 
i^heh th^ remains of thte beloved objtect ate 
committed to the ground, the Christian is 
strengthfened with the consolation which 
flows from these gracious words. He do6s 
not sorrow like other meii ^f ithout hope ; h^ 
does hot^ in the frantic etnotions of despair^ 
like the heathien, regarding death cfither as a 
stdte of annihilation, or followed by a glportiy 
and miserable existence, defile and cut him- 
self for the dedd. No, my brfethren^ ithatfever 
the Anguish we itiay fed, whatever thfe grief^ 
from thesedwful visitations of Providence, Ihit 
irrevocabfe decree which has parsed upoft all 
meri, which\eiird from us thosie who arfe most 
vAlued and mofet dear, whifch levds thfe ped* 
sant and the prince, the great and the lowly, 
in 6tre Common mass of corruptioh, do revolt- 
ing to our datura, from which out kninds re<^ 
coil with horror, is tem^red with tnercy. 
Th6 dust shall be reaniniated, the dry bones 

V 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



292 

shall live again. All that have once departed 
this life shall revive. ** Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God ; and they that hear shall live/' 

Anaong the numerous miracles recorded of 
our Saviour, there is none which appears to 
have excited the interest of the Jews more 
than the raising of Lazarus from the dead; 
As it affords the strongest proof that he, who 
declared himself to be the resurrection and 
the life, will hereafter raise up all them that 
believe in him, I shall proceed by directing 
your attention to the narrative of the Evan- 
gelist. The circumstances of this miracle are 
minutely detailed, and possess a considerable 
degree of interest,.^ 

Our blessed Lord was in Bethabara, be- 
yond Jordan, at a considerable distance from 
Bethany, the place where Lazarus lived, when 
he heard of his sickness. His sisters sent 
unto him, saying, " Lord, behold he whom 
thou lovest is sick.'' Jesus, however, conti- 
nued two days in the place where he was 
after he had received this message. He then 
intimated to his disciples that Lazarus was 
dead; " Our friend Lazarus," says he, "sleep- 
eth ; but I go that I may awake him out of 
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sleep/' As they understood our Saviour 
literally, they considered this as a favourable 
symptom, " Lord, if he sleep,he shall do well/' 
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, "Lazarus 
is dead/^ The disciples were very much sur- 
prised, particularly as the enmity of the Jews 
was at that period extremely violent against 
our Saviour, that he should choose such a rea- 
son to go into Judea, and into the very 
vicinity of Jerusalem. Exclusively, however, 
of the affection which he had for the de- 
ceased, there was a very important motive 
which induced him to go to see him. " I am 
glad for your sakes,^' said oiir Saviour, *Vthat 
I was not there, to the intent ye may be- 
lieve.^' He had before said to his disciples, 
"This sickness is not untodeath /' that is, not 
only unto death, but for the glory of God ; that 
the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 

Afi soon as Martha heard of the approach 
of Jesus, she went out to meet him. Her 
heart was full of grief at the loss she had so 
recently sustained; and, as if to upbraid him 
with his want of attention, or breach of 
friendship, in not coming to her brother, 
when she sent to inform him •of his illness, 
she said to Jesus — " Lord ! if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died/* but at 



Digitized 



by Google 



294 

the same time, to shew her faith in him, she 
added ; " but I know, that even noTp^ what- 
soever thou shalt ask of God, God will give 
it thee/^ .Hencp we may perceive, that 
Martha^ who bad formerly been rebuked for 
her attention to things, comparatively of aq 
indifferent nature, was now deeply impressed 
with the importance of the *^ one thing need- 
fill/' In the midst of her affliction and dis-^ 
tress, she sought consolation in Jesus: ic^what 
nature that consolation might be, she could 
not tell, but still she expressed her depend- 
anceon him. Jesus said to her, **Thy brother 
shall rise again/' Oh ! what consolation is 
this to the mourner, — their fiiends shall rise 
again! How still more gloomy would the 
wilderness of this world be, were there no 
hope, no anticipation of a joyful resurrection ! 
This hope animated the breast of Martha, 
and diffused a gleam of comfort over her af- 
flicted heart ; ♦^ I know,'' said she, " iJiat he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day." But what must have been hersensar 
tions, what the heartfelt glow of confidence, 
when that friend to whom she addi^ssed her^ 
self, declared himself to be the resurrection 
and the life ?— that the resurrection from the 
dead, and the life to come, depended on Urn 
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aioDC ? Our blessed Saviour isiaid unto her-rr- 
" I am the resurrection and the life : he that 
betieveth in me, though he werie d&ad* yet 
shall he live; and whosoever believeth ij^ WJe 
shall neter die, Believest thou this ?-' Martha 
replied, " Yea, Lord ; I believe that thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God, which should cqine 
into the world •'' Martha then went for her 
§ister Mary, and, afti^r a short interviejvj tbqy 
proceedjed together to the grave, acconipaqied 
with several of their friends, who had assem- 
bled to condole with them. Qur Saviour, as 
he moved toward^ the melanchply spot, wa$ 
sensibly affected* He groaned in th@ spirits 
and was troubled ; and such was hijs compasr 
sion, that he sympathised with the mournful 
train; and he who was himself a nian of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, shewed by 
his tears that he felt for the piseries of others* 
The Evangelist has recorded that Jesus wept. 
The observations of the Jews, who if itnessed 
these tokens of his afieption, were such as 
might be expected. Then said the Jews, 
^^ Behold how he loved him !" And some of 
theip said, '^ Could not this man, w|io opened 
the eyes of the blind, have caused also that 
even this ma^ should not have died T 
There are three instances recorded of our 
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Saviour^s raising the dead. The first was 
when be raised the son of the widow of Nain, 
and called him back to existence while he was 
being conveyed to the grave. The second 
instance was that of the daughter of Jairus. 
The third is that which we are now consider- 
ing, in which the person was not only dead, 
but was also buried, and had been entombed 
in the narrow house appointed for all living 
four days, that is, two whole days and portions 
of two others, one on which he was buried, 
one on which he was raised. Whatever con- 
struction might have been put on the former 
instances, this was a miracle in which the 
least deception could not be practised ; this 
was a miracle, which, if the heart were not 
steeled against conviction, carried sufBcient 
evidence of the Divine power by which it was 
wrought. It was performed within two miles 
of Jerusalem, the metropolis of Judea; so that 
it was open to the scrutiny of all who were 
desirous of inquiring into the truth of it. This 
was a miracle of which there is not a similar 
instance. The reflections of the Jews were 
soon obliged to yield to the miraculous spec- 
tacle which presented itself. Jesus again 
groaning in himself, came to the grave. It was 
a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus com- 
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manded the stone to be taken away : Martha 
objected to this being done, in consequence 
of the probable state of the deceased, now 
hastening to putrefaction ; but Jesus removed 
her scruples, by referring to the conversation 
which had just taken place between them, 
^' Said I not unto thee, that if thou wouldst 
believe, thou shoiildst see the glory of God V[ 
Upon which the stone was removed, and Jie^ 
sus having thanked his heavenly Father for 
hearing him, and giving this evidence of his 
divine mission, cried with a loud voice, "La- 
zarus, come forth/' And he that was dead, 
came forth. Joy, mingled witH astonishment, 
must have j^rvaded the hearts of all present 
Oh! what an awful spectacle! He that was 
dead came forth — shrouded with grave 
clothes, bound hand and foot, and his face 
bound with a napkin. He came forth, not 
feeble, not faint, but healthy iand vigorous. 

I have thus given a short view of the miracu- 
lous circumstances appertaining to the raising 
of Lazarus ; let us proceed, in the next place, 
to consider the important purpose for which it; 
was wrought, namely, that we might believe in 
Jesus. — ^If we are not influenced by the con- 
sideration of this miracle to believe in Him, 
what is there that can influence us? We can- 
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not for a moment imagine it to be a fabrica- 
tion; jLhe internal evid^ce of its vecacitjf is 
such as to invalidate every suspiieioq of this 
nature : if we doubt its authentiifity, we must 
reject the authority of the saqred writings, in 
which it is contained, The interesting detail 
given by the Evangelist ; the simple yet im- 
pressive language in which it is told, together 
with the solemn truths which it ^conveys, ^re 
such as must render the raising qf Lazarus 
from the dead an irr^istil^le eviden^:^ of our 
Saviour^s mission, to all those whose minds 
are uninfluenced by prejudice, or with whom 
the condition of their souls, i^ a future state, 
is an ot^^ect of concern. It is not improbabb 
that some portion of thajt grief which actuated 
our Saviour on this solemn occasion, was ex* 
cited by the reflection^ that the obduracy of 
the Jews would not be overcome even by so 
stupendous a miracle, and tliat the impression 
would gradually wear away, ^yen tn many 
who had beeq deeply a|^ed by it. 

This miracle may be regarded as nearly the 
last appeal to t^e Jews, ^ut it did not inr 
duce them tp believe in Jesus* They harden- 
ed their hearts against conviction. V'ain and 
impious men, thus to fight against God, and 
to suppose they could destroy him who was 
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lifp itself! Bui Jesua retired to Ephraiui» a 
city bordering on the wilderu^s. Six d»yg, 
however, before the Papsover he c«imQ to 
IBethaqy, and a supper was made for binj in 
the house of Simon the Jeper, and Laa»ru« 
was one of them that sat at the table with hiffl* 
At this supper Martha serired, and her sister 
Mary poured the cpstl^ ointment on the head 
of Jesus, and anoin|©d his feet, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head. 

No sooner was it g^jerally known that Je.- 
sus wa3 at Bethany than many people fldqke^ 
Ihither, not for Jesus' sake only, but also 
that they might see La;garus, whom he ha4 
raised from the dead . The malice of the Jews 
was consequently turned npt pnly against 
Jesu3, but also against Lazarus. The chie£- 
priests consulted that they might put Lazarus 
also to (J^ath. Thus wickedly did they en^ 
deav(»)r to invalidate the authority and the 
eFidenqe of t^is wonderful miracle. Yet what 
stronger proof could our Saviour give of his 
being sent from God, thap by raising the 
dead? If we wiU not ^plieve in him, wh^i 
such appeals are made for his veracijty, what 
am possibly convince us ? There ^as indeed 
one miracle which was claiined by the Jews, 
in which, if they were gratified, they pledged 
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themselves to become the disciples of Jesus. 
At the time he was crucified, they cried, say- 
ing, " If he be the king of Israel let him now 
comedown from the cross, and we will believe 
in him/' But it may be asked, which was 
the greater miracle, to come down from the 
cross, or to raise the dead? Those minds 
which are blinded by prejudice, and a love of 
the world, will resist any evidence which may 
be oflFered to them. Our Saviour has declared 
that those who will not believe Moses and the 
prophets, will not beMeve though one rose 
from the dead. In the important miracles 
performed by our Saviour, we perceive the 
accomplishment of theglorious period fore- 
told by the prophet Isaiah.. " Strengthen ye 
the weak hands,'' says the inspired writer, 
*'.and confirm the feeble knees. Say to theni 
that are of fearful heart. Be strong, and fear 
not: behold, your God will come with ven- 
geance, even God with a recompense; he will 
come and save you. Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing : for in the wilderness shall w;aters 
brealc out, and streams in the desert.'' But, 
exclusively of the literal meaning of this pas- 
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sage, which was literally accomplished, there 
is another meaning annexed to it of still 
greater importance — of as much greater as 
the life to come is to our present life, as things 
eternal to things temporal. There is now, 
indeed, no Jesus on earth who can by a word 
command the deaf to hear, the blind to see, 
the leper to be cleansed, the cripple to take 
up his bed and walk. The bridegroom is 
taken from us. There is no Jesus now going 
about doing good : we cannot now cast our sick 
at his feet, that he may heal them; we cannot 
bring him to the tomb, that he may restore our 
departed friends. The sister of Lazarus would 
in vain lament her loss, and the widow of Nain 
return uncomforted from the funeral of her 
son. But, my brethren, this is not all that Jesus 
came to do : our bodily in6rmities and our 
temporal death are but secondary concerns : 
it is the maladies of the soul which Jesus 
came to heal; eternal death from which he 
came to save us. The life of the soul should 
be our principal concern. The sinner should 
reflect that he is dead while he liveth ; that the 
same powerful voice which called Lazarus 
from the grave, addresses him in the Gospel; 
that, if he will believe in Christ, he will raise 
him from the death of sin, by the same power 
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wb]6h raised Laaarus frorti the grave. His 
diving power ii still the same ; his edr is not 
deaf that it cannot hear^ nor his arm shortfened 
that It cannot save. The voice of Christ calls 
us, by his holy Gospel, to rfenounce oUr feins, to 
Jjut off the old man, and to put on the new 
man. By fkith jh him we shall obtain forgive- 
ness for our past offences, and be enabled by 
his grace to live in obedience to his precepts. 
"Come, now, and let us reason together,'' saith 
the Lord ; " thotkgh your sins be as sciarlet, 
they shall be white ^i snow; though they be 
red Kkie crimson, thfey shall be as wool.'' 
*' Come unto hie,'' says our blessed Sctviour, 
" all ye that are weary and h^iaVy laden, and 
I \Vili give you rest." A Sincere belief in Je- 
sus ihust necessarily be prbductive 6f k spi- 
ritual life in us. This is strongly intimated 
in his words on the occasion before hs ; •• He 
that believeth in me, thou^ he were ^Ad^ yet 
shall he live." And aliso in those kddressed 
by otkr Savioii^ to the Je\<rs, on anothei^ occa* 
ision ; " Verily, verily, I say unto ypu, the 
hotit- is coitoing, and nok? is, wheri thd dead 
shall hear the voite of the Son of God, and 
they th'at hear shall live." 

SuVely the^e ^oWs iuiply slif&ciefatly the 
comntiencemeht of a spiritiial life, during this 
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olir mortal state ; tHey also implj^ that thii^ spi- 
rittid lif*e shall never terminate, agffeeably to 
what he ^aiid to the Jews in the teitiple : 
^* Verily, verily, I say unto ybu, if A man keep 
my saying he bhill N£v£k see death:'' and 
to what he said to his disciples previoud^ to 
his passion : *' Because I live, ye shall live! 
also/' Thit we may, therefore, assure our- 
selves of eternal happiness in a Future state, 
that the promise of everlasting life may b^ 
secured to Us, the belief which we have ih 
Jesus Christ must be productive iti us of good 
works; bur lives must be condubted accord- 
ing to the precepts of our Savidiir. It i^rill 
not be enough to assert our belief in Jesus, 
although we may allow the raising of Lazarus 
to biS a sufficient proof of the divine mission 
of our Lord ; such a concession will hot suf- 
^fice, except we are actuated by our belief td 
live a spiritual life, to bring forth the fVuits of* 
righteousness. The consolation, therefore, 
derived from the words of Jesus can be ap- 
plicable only to the sincere believer. Allj 
indeed, will rise from the dead, biit the ire- 
^ard of eternal happiness can only be pro- 
nVised to tHose whose life is inliuenced by 
their faith. It is neciessary, therefore, that 
we 710W live ih Christ, if we ho^e to live 
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through him hereafter. It is incumbent upon 
us immediately to commence — if we have not 
already entered upon it — that spiritual life 
which accords with the precepts of our bless- 
ed Saviour ; that, distrustful of ourselves, we 
seek the aid of his Holy Spirit to enable us 
to pursue, with undeviating steps, that nar- 
row path which leads to everlasting life. We 
may, indeed, tremble for those who, in de- 
fiance of the sacred instruction imparted by 
the Scriptures, have lived slaves to their pas- 
sions, violators of the commandments of God, 
despisers of his Sabbath; who have not only 
defiled their own consciences, but extended 
the contagious leprosy of their sins to all 
within their sphere. We may also tremble 
for ourselves when we reflect on our nume^ 
rous offences against God, our frequent com- 
pliance with the sinful customs of the world. 
That judgment seat of Christ, before which 
we must stand, cannot but impress even the 
most reHgio us with awe. Those who have been 
most scrupulous and correct in their conduct, 
will be self condemned, when brought before 
him in whose sight even the stars are not 
pure, who charges his angels with folly. " But^ 
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and sinner appear?'' What shall 
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be the end of them that obey not the Gospel 
of God ? The minister of the Gospel must not 
render men indifierent to their conduct by^ 
speaking flattering words, and encouraging a 
hope of salvation, while the soul remains im- 
penitent. The preacher cannot say to his 
hearers, ** Walk in the ways of thine heart, 
and in the sight of thine eyes,'" without at tha 
same time warning him of the judgment to 
come: "Know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment/' How 
shall he call evil, good? how shall he put 
darkness for light, and bitter for sweet ? 
How shall he dare to disguise the terrors of 
that day, when the dead, small and great, 
shall stand before God : when they shall be 
judged according to the things done in the 
body, whether they be good, or whether they 
be evil? Do we then look forward to the re- 
surrection of the dead — do we hope to live for 
ever^— do we anticipate the approach of that 
period, "when the Lord himself shall desc^id 
from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God V 
And are we living, and speaking, and think- . 
ing, like men that must appear before him; 
or are we the slaves of the world, the fledi, 
and the devil? It is no light thing which 
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will th^ik l»ke pliace^ The unbelk^eF aia^ tWe 
libertine D^y perhaps despise these decWar 
tions of the Scriptures, andi encoura^ themh 
selves by an^ affectation of indifierencein theif 
vicesu But, except they repent, they will dici 
without hope., In^ vain will they endeavouii 
to sc):eeci^ themselv^ froai) Im presence, whoQ» 
they denied while oa earth. In vain will: 
they cry to the rocks, to. hide them, and to 
the hills to cover them froia his pr^encev 

But, bdavedj if ye are ijideed the true dis-^ 
cipljes of Christrr-if ye ha^e beheved oBb hioiiias! 
the Son of God — if ye have repented of your 
past siuSf and do his will— if the affectloftof thei 
brother and the friend be united with the cha- 
rity of the Christian — if, renouncing all merife 
of your-OiWn, yoii rely on the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ fon salvation — if ye are riseoifrom the 
death, of sini to the life of nighteousness, youi 
niay apply the gracious words of our Saviour 
to yourselves;- you may approach the gravjei 
with the song of triumph. Y(m are Chrisr- 
tians. Throughi hioi who has died for yo«— 
through him who is the resurrection of the lifew 
you live foi: ever. The same divine voice 
which called fortl|: Lazarus^ fk)m the graye 
vfill call forth youv and youi will be imijted: 
wiith. the spirita of just men made peirfect;. 
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with all the holy apostles and prophets; with 
all those who, once sojourners in this world, 
and exposed to its vicissitudes, have com- 
pleted the trial of their faith; with all the 
elect of God. Then will relations and friends, 
long separated, be again united, " God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more sorrow nor death/' 
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SERMON XVII. 

THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATHi, 

YcGj though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of deaths I zdllfear no evil; for thou 
art mth me. — Psalm xxiii. 4. 

There is something awfully tremendouSi 
something which perplexes the understand- 
ing, and sets at defiance all the powers of rea- 
son, when we contemplate the separation of 
the soul from the body. We cannot say what 
death is, although its effects are daily dis- 
played before our eyes ; although we know that 
we ourselves are subject to it; and we know 
not how soon we may become the victims of 
mortality. Why should the body decay and 
crumble into dust? why does it not possess a 
duration equal to that of the stars that glow 
above bur heads, or to the earth on which we 
dwell? What is the nature of the soul, and 
where; and how does it exist when it has es- 
caped from its earthly tabernacle? All this is 
involved in obscurity. Scripture tells us that 
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the soul will never die; it tells us that rewards 
aWait the good, and eternal punishment the 
wicked ; but what will be the joys of the 
former, or the miseries of the latter, are but 
darkly intimated in the jBgurative language in 
which they are proclainied, Hope may lead 
lis to anticipate the blessings of the righteous, 
or agonising and conscious fear may alarm us 
with dreadful apprehension of the punishment 
prepared for the wicked. But how few can 
be certain that heaven and everlasting bliss 
will be theirs; that they shall live for ever in 
the presence of God and of the holy angels, 
partakers of joy and happiness unutterable I 
how few, whose innocence of life (I do not 
mean perfect innocence), and whose firm and 
updeviating faith in Christ their Saviour, may 
enable them to possess a well-grounded con- 
fidence that they shall be numbered amoqg 
^hose blessed children, who shall inherit the 
Ipngdora prepared for the reception of the 
good and faithful from the beginning of the 
world ! It is not the mere state of dying that 
is terrible, but the uncertainty of what may 
befal us hereafter, which makes it so. It is 
the uncertainty whether God will accept us, 
Qrnot; whether we shall be numbered with 
the righteous or the wicked. It is true tb^t 
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till tnetk wish tx> be saved : all wea ho|>6 that 
thfeir sitis shall be forgiven, and that they shti^ll 
be admitted into the paradise of God. But 
•whatever hopes or wishes of this wature they 
way cherish^ let theta not forgttt that they will 
be brought before the impartial aud unerring 
tribunal of the Judge of all the eartfi, and that 
he will decide concerning each without any 
tespeet of persons. " He will render to every 
man according to his deeds; to thetti who by 
patient continuance in well-doing seek fot 
glory^ and honour, and imniioftality, eterWal 
life; but unto them that are contentious, ateti 
do ttcrt obey the truth, but obey unrighteous- 
ness, indignation and wrath .*' If this be trtie^ 
and I trust thete is no one here who doubts 
the veracity ^ what ha^ been asserted, then 
sanely no admiration is due to the fortitude of 
that man who, having been gililty of a heinoUi 
dffence against G&d, is unmoved by the ifear 
of impending death. Some may aflfect to 
admire ^uch intrepidity, and call it hei'oism; 
but if we justly appreciate the conduct of 
those who thus act, we shall rathet regard it 
a& an additional provocation. What is it but 
first to have violated the conmiandmentii of 
the Almighty j and then to bid defiance to llie 
punishment denounced ; or, in other wordis, 
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what ]^ it but practical atheism? What is it 
but to have lived without God in the world, 
and then to die hardened and callous under 
the influence of infidelity ? It is not for us to 
decide what sentence will await any individual. 
It is not for us to open or to shut the door of 
mercy. Yet there is something awful in that 
<ieath which terminates a life of sin with im- 
penitence and hardness of heart. How dif- 
ferent is the death of the true Christian. He 
is resigned, because it is the will of God that 
he should die; he is full of hope, because he 
has believed in Christ; he is calm and com- 
posed, because he is free from the stings of 
guilt; he looks back on the past without re^ 
morse, and anticipates the future as a period 
of unceasing happiness. But he is not sup- 
ported by any self-suflSciency, by any sophis* 
tical reasons of worldly philosophy, but by 
faith in the promises of God; by a firm and 
undeviating belief, that after his frail body 
has mouldered in the dust, he shall rise again« 
He is supported by the secrejt influence of the 
Holy Spirit on his heart; while the outward 
man decayeth, he is strengthened in the inner 
man. He may say, in the language of the 
Apostle, " O death, where is thy sting : 
P grave, where is thy victory ?" He may ex- 
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^laim, in the words of the text, " Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art with 
me/' Such a termination of his mortal ex- 
istence should be the object of every one of 
,us^ We should remember that the longest 
life here is but as a span, when compared with 
the eternity which will follow. It is indeed 
not so much as a drop of water, when com- 
pared with the ocean. 

Every reasonable person would surely pre- 
fer, of any two things that were oflfered him, 
that which is more valuable. Let then each 
consider with himself, whether he would 
choose to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season, that is, for a period of thirty, or 
forty, or perhaps of sixty years, and then to 
be miserable for ever; or to restrain his 
appetites, to deny himself, to persevere in 
obedience to God, and in the profession of 
his Christian faith for the Hmited period 
already mentioned, and ever after to possess 
a happiness of endless duration? There is 
no doubt with respect to the choice which 
reason would dictate. But obvious and valu- 
able as the choice is which she would make, 
how few are there who are influenced by it! 
how many, who appear to consider only the 
efi^oyment of the present moment, and with 
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w<bat p^haps may be caUed an atheistksd 
boklne$iS| to tun the hazard of whatnnayliap- 
peia ia the y^rs beyoad the grave ! 
- But, perhaps^ there are some who will re^ 
ply, that the eternity of punishment is iiucou- 
sistent witib the goodness and mercy of God ; 
and that those passages of Scripture are mis^ 
uaderstood^ which are generally advanced in 
support of such an opinion; and, conse- 
quently, that we need not be so scrupulot^ 
in our conduct, and iso preciae in living in 
righteousness and holiness. Such an argu^ 
ment gives the reins to the worst passions of 
our nature. It eiicourages the supposition, 
that we may sin without any apprdhensitm that 
the consequences will be of much importance; 
it removes the fear of God, and all regard for 
his laws; it renders the man i^eady for tiie 
perpetration of any crime to which his evil 
inclinations may prompt hini% But why is it 
that men thus argue against the interpretation 
of Scripture? Is it too much to assert, tlvat it 
proceeds from a consciousness of gaitt; that 
no man deliberately commits a crime until he 
has.persuaded himself, or endeavoured to per^ 
suaide himself, that he shall escape the punish- 
ment denounce against it; or that it will not 
be so severe as it has been represented? Is 
it too much to assert, that infidelity is the 
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reM, Nt secret, eacoarager oi every crime 
which men commit? But perhaps it may be 
again replied, We admit that such crimies as 
adultery, murder, and open violence, are for- 
hidden by the Almi^ty, and that they will 
doubtless be punished by him hereafter, but 
to what extent we know not; but we do not 
think that the punishment will be eternal. 
Does, then, the drunkard, the adulterer, the 
murderer, the unchaste, concede thus much? 
Are these crimes forbidden, and are they cer- 
taiq that they will be punished ? Do they not 
then tremble lest their punishment should be 
more intense than they could ever have ima- 
gined? Even if they limit the punishment 
to a few years of doleful misery, would they, 
for the sake of their sinful gratifications, 
endure for so short a space the fiery indig« 
nation prepared for the wicked? Such 
misery, even for a Umited period, would be 
dreadful. But we cannot restrict the limit to 
a few years. The Scriptures no where say 
that the wicked shall be tormented in the 
lake that burneth with fire unquenchable for 
a finite period. The period of vengeance is 
pot confined to twenty years, or thirty years, 
or to threescore years and ten. It is not even 
limited to a thousand years; but, according 
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to the most favourable translation from the 
original, endures from ages to ages. If it be 
argued that this expression maj not mean fiur 
ever and ever, yet who can tell the length of 
time it may include? who can be certain that 
it does not mean for ever and ever, and may be 
thus strictly interpreted? Who, then, is there 
living in the constant violation of God's com- 
mandments, that does not tremble lest he 
ishould be on the verge of that eternity of pu- 
nishment ? Is not that then a deceitful confi- 
dence — is not that a fatal delusion — is not that 
a bold and daring infidelity, which can lead 
the sinner to be unmoved at the approach 
of death; which can encourage him to rush 
undaunted into the unseen and everlasting 
world — into the presence of God who has 
forbidden sin, who threatens to punish the 
violation of his laws — into the presence of 
Him who is of unerring wisdomi to discern, 
and of inflexible and impartial justice to con- 
demn or to reward? No sophistry, no dis- 
guise, no vain excuses will avail with him. 
He was not destitute of mercy and goodness 
when he sent his only-begotten Son to die for 
us, when he suffered him to die by a cruel 
death on the cross, when he punished him for 
our sakes; It must be imputed to the infinite 
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wisdotp of God, that such a method was ap* 
pointed to satisfy his justice. It was his inr 
finite goodness and mercy which provided 
such a sacrifice, to rescue us from the wrath 
to come. Doubtless, then, there is something 
dreadful in the nature of sin, which human 
wisdom cannot appreciate; something more 
offensive to the Almighty than our sinful 
hearts will allow us to perceive. How, then, 
ought the sinner, the impenitent sinner, to 
tremble! How anxiously ought we all to pre- 
pare ourselves for that dissolution which, 
sooner or later, will consign us to the grave ! 
How anixious so to live, that we may die the 
death of the righteous, and that our last end 
may be like his! That we must all pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
is a truth so obvious, that it is sufiScient to 
mention it. No condition of life can exempt 
us from it, nor can we be certain. at what 
period it will please the Almighty to call us. 
hence. That those who are advanced in years 
should die, is an event which we are prepared 
to expect; and to those who are encompassed 
with pain and infirmity, death must often be 
regarded with hope and pleasure ; but how: 
often u'e the dearest friends separated in the 
midst of health and enjoyments! Yet surely 
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the Cbristiany while he cont^nplates the isad 
remains of mortahtj, most be cheered with 
the prospects of that eternal happiness which 
awaits his friends who have departed hence 
in the Lord; surely he must look forward to 
that glorious period when death and the grave 
shall give up the dead that are in them. 
Hence it is, that the Christian, in the midst 
of his grief, finds a gleam of consolation per- 
vade his^ breast. In the midst of lifb we are 
k> death; but even in death we hear the shout 
o# victory, we tread the borders of the gravie 
with the song of triumph. It is but a tern-' 
porary separation; the living aild the dead 
dudl meet again* 

But since we must all d5e — and wc know 
not how soon, that we may not be ^!saq^ 
pointed of the hope of a glorious immortality, 
and that we may plbce our trust in Gorf, 
without any doubts of his support, in ikoM 
awfiik and trying hour — let us consider how 
we ought to conduct ourseVves during our 
sojourning here; for it must be evident l^irert, 
if we live in eifcess and? riot, if ouf heartsr 
are filled with malice and wickedfiess^ our 
hope will be Kke' that of the hypocrite that 
perisfaetk God is no respefeter o# pe^onsr 
indignackm and* wrath, tribute*km' and vOb- 
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doe^th evil? hut gfory^ hoitour^ and peace^ to 
every one that worketh goc^. It b evident^ 
therefore, tkat our Eves raust ba directed ac*- 
ccwiding t^ tte precepts o£ the Gospel. It 
will^ Q)0:t be sufficient for us to acknowledge 
the word of God to be true and holy, ireimust 
ako^act agreeably to it— ^' Not every one that 
salth imto me. Lord! Lord! shall enter into 
the kiBgdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of loy Father which is in hearea*'' 
Nor must we vabi© ourselves upon any idea, 
of goodness or perfection which we may at*- 
tach to Qurselives: " Wheni ye shall have doaer 
all those things wbich are commanded you<^'' 
says our S)aiviouri '^say^ We are unprofitable: 
servants: we have done that which waa o*ir 
duty to do^;"^ Men are too apt to encourage 
flatterijng opinions of themselves;; they are toOf 
apt to considra themselves, a& deserving tb^: 
faiKOitr of the Almighty, as a rewardi foar what 
they regard as their best actions^ AJa&l they 
seefin to forget that the pumshment ^mi Uh 
their misdeeds fi^r outweighs any daim they 
nwgi fanjcy they have from* their own meri|s»;. 
they) seem tOi forget that sin hastaceompanAedi 
tfaeiia through every period o£ their existence ;: 
that SjC^rcely a day has. passed in which they 
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halve not rebelled against God in thought or 
deed. Every deviation from the command- 
ments of God is rebellion against him. How 
often do we all of us deviate, either by suffer- 
ing the evil thoughts which arise in our minds 
to dwell in them, or by conniving at the evil 
conduct of others! There is no man that 
liveth, and sinneth not. Alas! how general 
is it for men not only to sin, but to attempt a 
justification of their sins ! Those men, who 
possess the greatest degree of purity, fall in- 
finitely short of that perfection which they 
ought to attain. It is necessary to dwell re- 
peatedly upon our own un worthiness; for it is 
only a due sense of our fallen state which will 
lead us to value the sacrifice which Christ h?is 
made for us on the cross. " If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves; but if 
we confess iour sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.'' We are all sinful, we all 
have need, of forgiveness. In the midst of 
health, and when every thing smiles around 
us, the consideration, of these things is often 
not only indifferent to us, but the very men- 
tion of them excites disgust; but if we go to 
the house of mourning, then, perhaps, unless 
we are callous to every religious feeling, and 
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hare our consciences/' as itis expressec^ by the 
Apostle, " seared with a hot iron/' we shall 
be convinced, that the important truths con- 
veyed to us in the Bible are not to be neg- 
lected, Happy are they who are induced, 
from the awful warning before them, and the 
convictions of their conscience, to pray to 
God that he would enable them to lead a new 
life, and to be perfect in Christ Jesus. 

My brethren, it is an awful Ihing to go into 
the presence of God: those- who have fre- 
quented the chambers of the dying, can 
describe the solemnity of the scene. Riches, 
honours, power, worldly pomp, and worldly 
pleasures, are then despised : the richest and 
the greatest see themselves sinking to a level 
with the meanest; they see themselves hum- 
bled to that dust from which they were 
formed, and to which they are returning. 
The faithful follower of Christ; he who. has 
lived unspotted from the world; he who has 
been a father to the fatherless, and made the 
heart of the w:idow to sing for joy; he who, 
acknowledging his own demerits, has ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour, his Redeemer, 
and his God, quits the world full of the glo* 
rious hope of the eternal inheritance which 
he shall soon receive. But how fearful th^ 
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situation of that man wbo has lived in the 
continual commission of sin; who has never 
thought of God, of Christ, of the judgment to 
come, until his dying liourf Do not intepFupt 
hi^ last prayers — ^the dying accents falter on 
his tongue — he is gone for ever! Has he 
made h^s peace widi his Ood? Is he in die 
arms of his Redboner? l>oes the hbst of 
heaven attend his soul to the tnansions of the 
righteous? Such tiioughtis as these rush on 
ouii minds. In a draeui 'silence,' oa]y in- 
terrupted by the tears of those' around, tre 
hope bur departed brother is in beaVeni We 
wish we could not doubt hk bappiqieM. We 
^0folve his dying worjds, the cbncera he ex-: 
pressed for that Redeemeor whom he had neg- 
lected i his sorrow for his past a^d guilty life; 
his confession, that he rc^Ues oh Chrisit, and 
Qjfimt onty, for salvation; his request that all 
m^ may b^ tv^rned by faisexample tb foHow 
the eotmnandments of God, and th^ pattern 
wMch Chi^t has ^t us in all puni^ of word 
atid deed: Thfere are few so hatdt^nfed in ini- 
cfuity as not to express, in tk^r ktst-hotire, 
some concern^ for thdr past Hires, and i^ 
do ndt inquire how they may dee from the 
wrathi to come. The true €ttiristia|i dss «o 
d^euhy in replying to this important ques- 
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QaDiq4«PQ$ ^mnH 39 intd«r the ptotectioD of 
U» almighty »p<J l;)eneficent Creator ; in every 
pir^in^tajDOepfbis life he exclaims to his Far 
t^f ap4 his .God, " I will lear no eyil, for thou 
^rt with me/* This life is subject to misefy 
^d.dipappointmAnt; Jt^ut, instead of repining 
\}k» the men of the wocld^ the ixue Christian, 
,^he9jru8tmted in bis views, or deprived of 
f sy ^lyoyments which he valued, exclaims 
§r4th fiious r^i^atioo, f< It is the X^ord; let 
Jm^ 4ff yfh»% seemeth him good"—" The 
J^ijd J>il^^> aj)d .the Lord taketh away; 
Megised be the name pf the I^nd." And, iur 
^d, tber/6 is AOAbiog which militates more 
^g^n^t » true Christian spirit, than to suffer 
ii^mxfA to he overwhelmed with discontent 
a^d .dis^atjisffictioQ on tlie occurrence of any 
y^^peeted jCal^mity . . life must terminate, 
9nd with it ftU th4 evils, however great, with 
which it may be afflicted : the consideration 
of ,whiph la^ords jE^a ^dltional motive for our 
iipt;,^a£^ringiou]^lves to <be discomposed by 
iiiem; ** For I reckpq," says St. Paul, ^ that 
fhe wffeKipg? pi Ahis .present time are not 
jyprjthy to be .qompared with .the glory that 
sh^ll biejre\je^ed in,us," 
If we endwe cWtil the.^proaoh of th^ 
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period which shall pttt a termination to our 
existence here, when we shall enter upon that 
unknown path, from the bare imagination of 
which our hearts recoil within us, we shall 
surely thm^ from the consolation and happy 
effects which we had before experienced, 
from a firm confidence in the kind protection 
of) the Almighty, be induced to rely still more 
firmly upon him. And, indeed, on what else 
shall we rely? The world will be receding 
from us; no earthly friend can then interpose 
for us; no riches, no honours, no wisdom, no 
power, will avail us. We shall, if I may be 
allowed the expression, enter an unknown 
sea, friendless and alone, unless that invisible 
hand which formed us, accompany and pro- 
tect us. The Psalmist speaks with confi- 
dence of his reliance on his Creator in the 
awful moment of dissolution ; with how much 
greater confidence ought the Christian to be 
animated! 

Christ has suffered for us, the just for the 
unjust; he has been consigned to the grave, 
he hasTisen from the dead, he has ascended 
into heaven. His heavenly Father did not 
leave his soul in hell, neither did he suffer his 
Holy One to see corruption. The bars of the 
grave were burst, and death subd ued. Finally, 
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he has gone to prepare a place for us, that 
where he is, there we may be also. 

My brethren, ye see what great things 
God has done for us. Consider, then, what 
manner of persons you ought to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God. 
Do you trust in God ? In every circumstance 
and condition of your lives, do you rely on 
him? Do you exclaim, with the sweet singer 
of Israel, " Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me"'? Is such your 
confidence? Oh! then, shew it by the purity 
of your lives, by your zeal for his cause, by 
your defence of his holy word, and your 
eagerness to propagate the Gospel of his dear 
Son; and sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts. And may God, the King of glory, 
who has exalted his Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph unto his kingdom in heaven, 
exalt us unto the same place whither our Sa- 
viour Christ is gone before; and grant, that 
after we have passed through the valley of 
the shadow of death, we may dwell for ever 
in the presence of his Father and our Father, 
of his God and our God. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

THE R£SURR£CTIOK. 

if ye ihen he risen zinth Christy seek those things 
Which^dr6 ahofvk^ wheire Christ sit feth at ihe 
• right hafid qfGod.^Cot. iii. 1. 

J!mb. whole of tU^xhapjtei-, firdm #bich the 
text i? takeitt phesentsi ^ bcJautiflil r^reienta- 
tioioi of those virtues whieh dught to pervade 
eter jr. Cimstmn conitnumtj^ dud affords an 
irresistible argument^ that purity of life can* 
oot be.sl^^ated from. faith in Ghrist^ that it 
is because. he beheres in Christ that the be- 
lieyei* must bring forth the frtiits of righteous- 
ness; becaiise.hedepiends <Hi his Saviour, who 
is risen. from ihe dead, that he must liVe in all 
holiness^ and the performadte of ^rhateVer is 
gjood ajid {:)raisewortlijr. 

The Apostle, in the chapter preceding^ 
sdludes to the anoient practice of immersing 
the whole body in water at the rite of baptism^ 
by which the person who was baptisted y^ai 
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buried with Christ into his death, buried as it 
were to the sinful cares and vices of the world ; 
and, as his body was purified and raised from 
the water, so the individual himself was Faised 
to a new state, in which he was no longer to 
walk in his fbroier sins, but in imitation of 
that pattern of purity which Christ had set 
him. To the same eflfect St. Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Romans, says, " Know ye not 
that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death ? 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death : that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life/' 
It is evident, therefore, that we must both die 
and be buried with Christ in baptism, and 
also rise again with him. They, who have 
been baptized in the name of Christy "have 
been buried with him in baptism, and are 
risen with him through thefaithof the opera- 
tion of God who hath raised him from the 
dead;'' that is, they are risen by that faith 
which they profess in the power of God, which 
raised him from the dead— ", they are quick- 
ened together with him, and have their tres- 
passes forgiven/'—" But," says the Apostle, 
" if ye be risen with Christ, seek those things 
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which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God/' 

Let us first consider the import ' of the 
words, ** If ye be risen/' They cannot be 
addrested to every one who bears the name 
of Christ. Surely they cannot be risen with 
Christ, whose lives present a continued 'series 
of vices and excesses ; they cannot be risen, 
whose hearts are full of all bitterness, and 
malice, and envy, and uncharitableness; they 
cannot be risen, whose affections are set upon: 
the world, and who are influenced by every 
evil passion. It is necessary, -therefore, be- 
fore we congratulate ourselves on the resur- 
rection of Christ, to consider whether we are 
dead to the world — whether we are buried 
with Christ; otherwise we cannot be risen 
with him. To the believer in Christ, whose 
works are an evidence of the sincerity of that 
faith which he professes, there cannot be a 
greater source of consolation and joy, than 
the reflection that his Saviour is risen; it is 
the confirmation of all his hopes, and the 
greatest encouragement he can receive to 
persevere in well-doing, and to. bear, every^ 
present afiliction with patience. He rejoices 
in ful] assurance, that as Christ ha$ risen, he. 
shall also rise. He has a joyful confidence,^ 
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thslt as th^'grsl^e hashad no doraimoo: over 
that Holy One in whom hi^ trUsts^ that :as 
dedth add the gvave are robdu^^ iie shall 
participate in ^ that victory,, in that triiuoph, 
wkei^wiUi Christ has. set him free; that he 
dhall burst tlte bands of.deeltfa^ that he shall 
tiM to life add imiarartalhappiness. Are th€»0 
Wit ^feditigs^> and .a^te our i aotd^ria in uriisdn 
#ith tfaose^ eskltbd prlyileges. to which We 
asfS^re? Dote a Idve of hearenly things |io&- 
dess oilr hearts? .Theil may. i^e indulge no vato 
hope that ire are Hsen .with Christ; The coij- 
sideraticfti (^ the diortnesa of our fexiste})oe 
here^ and the certainty that we ought to be 
pteparingifor a future i^tate, ought to lead us 
to^a sdriofus examination whether We are thus 
the true disciples o£ Christy or not* . . , . 
- Were our ^^teace ia this wOHd.to be for 
ivdf, consideriiig^ the many.caresi.vexatiQns> 
^d disappointmieintB^.to which we .are. ex- 
pdsiEldi and the ' ilniseries, . infirmities^ . and 
dtisUalties^ which Jon evorjr JBide fiurroiltid u^^ 
Aial prospect would ituleted.be ffiddcicholy^ 
Misef Kble would be the condition of such an 
itnmortality ! But we knowihat our duration 
here is for a very contracted space^ that our 
Hib is but a bpan, that a fbw years will toon 
reduce us to that dust froii) which we Werie 
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formed. Wealsokuovr thsit tii^reissL^jud^- 
theat to conife, arid tb»t, ticcording to the de^ 
ci»ion M ikt& dread tribanal before which we 
shall stand, we shsM be adjudged to everlast-^ 
ifig happiness, or everlasting miserj* How 
awfill k'thepro^peet of such An immortality 1 
What fetn^ knd hopie^ ^oes it inspire ! How 
are we pret)aring for it ? We have becb hap-i- 
iimi ill the nlafme of Christ. We profess to 
b$ €hfi0iians. But is our prbfessioti Sincere? 
IH> wet regard Uie ceremony of ba{)ti»h} as a 
^(^mth unto sin, and a new birth unto righ- 
teousness? Are we, in the words of the te^t, 
rkfed with Christ? Then, 5 as the Apostle 
admmandst let us Seek those things whic^ 
are acbove. Let us Aotf suffer ourselves to b6 
dasizled by the Vtfin dnd s^eeious ap^y^r&uee 
6f temporal thin^; nor^ because that future 
state to which we ought to direct our Ji^es 
MA views is unreVeated to tis, let us be Ith 
dueed to enjbjr the pleasures of Mn fbr a 
season. l%e nature of that eternal 'hsippi-> 
tmb Whidi d Waits the blessed is indeed 60 
ti^erb diistinotly unfolded ki the saened writ- 
iilgg_a«» Eye hdth not Se^^ rior eiw heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of main, 
the things which God has prepslred for them 
that love him." But because We khow riot 
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the nature of that happiness which the righ- 
teous will enjoy; because the. things which 
contribute to their felicity, are. hid. from us, 
they arenot therefore less worthy pur pursuit. 
It is. sufficient for us to know that they are 
infinite and endless, and will far excqed what- 
ever w^ now conceive of theiji. " In my Fa- 
ther's: house,'' says our Saviour, " are many 
mansions. I go to prepare a place for you.'! 
What Infinite Goodness and Wisdom, pre- 
pares for his faithful servants, must far out- 
weigh the gfea;tfest pleasures which this earth 
can jsupply. Fancy, in its liveliest moments, 
cannot. picture to itself Ihe nature of that ex- 
ceeding and eternal weightof glbry which the 
redeemed willposse»s; of that inheritance, in- 
corruptible;and,undefi.led, and that fadj^th npt 
aw2^y, reserved, in heaven for. .them. What 
imagination can anticipate the happiness of 
that kingdom, where the, righteous shall sh^e 
forth, as the sun, and they that, be wise as the 
brightness of the firmament, ; ; whence sorrow 
and, sighing shall flee away;, where, clothed 
with immortality and crowns of glory, those 
that are made perfect in Christ, just men, and: 
saints, and. martyrs, shall reign for ever and 
ever ! An immortahty, a glorious immortality, 
is reserved for the faithful servant of Christ ; 
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for the attaidment of which, all the sorrows 
incident to humanity should be cheerfully en- 
dured. "We which live/' says the Apostle^ 
" are always delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortal flesh/' The Apostle 
endured every tribulation for the furtherance 
of the Gospel. "For which cause we faint 
hot/' says the inspired writer; " but though 
our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is^ renewed day by day." How great must 
be the happiness of that man who can mea- 
sure his growth in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of the Lord, by the number of his days ; 
who, as years increase 'upon him, feels an in- 
crease of confidence in the Lord that bought 
him; whose prospects of immortality brighten 
as hfc advances towards the borders of the 
grave ! The thick clouds of death can spread 
no gloom for him; the impenetrable darkness 
of the regions of the dead cannot veil from his 
eyes the radiance of that bright and morning 
Star which guides his footsteps to his heavenly 
home. The Lord of life and the rewarder of 
his troubles here is reveiiled to the eye of faith 
—he beholds, enthroned in glory, and sitting 
at the right hand of God, that Jesus before 
whom every knee shall bow. Surely the man 
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who thus lives, is indeed risei) with Christ, 
and anticipates mth hearlfelt a^fi/cjenc^ the 
(Completion of that resurrecUon in whijch he 
now participates^ 

The Pagan, when he dopowted hi> ^pfo^ 
rdatt^je in the eaitb, had no certainty gf sf, 
staite of eoustaoce bejond the grave; he must 
tben^ore have approached its.^briidj:^ wijth.<l 
degree of gloom fiod appr^^isiw. \i^npw9 
to the Christian. He sorrowed UI(fi mm w'kihr 
oat hope — death wa9 to him anJnvincibi^ 
^nemy — ithe grave an eternal hiarrier,:wh¥^ 
appeared to swallow up irrevpcaWy wbntewsr 
,was commitied to its devouring j^wp; .bu|^ 
with the Christian, death is. deprived ;Qf h^ 
stingj the grave of its: victoi^y : he japp^oa/diije^ 
its margin inspirisid fmd mm^tted . with . ,the 
glorious expectation of the re^wrectip^ jtp 
ettesoe^l life. He knows, and ff^els that he^^^l 
Aevier dier— that he hfts Jlife ipihiip^lf th?o^g^ 
Christ; lihat though ,the gr;«ye,inay co^er^J^W* 
UtmUl be but for a ftc^awn: Ws ppwe;?^ fi^ 
he suspended, but itiwill be pptya tewpofa^ 
sleep* and 5vhen. h§,sh941 ^w^k^i from ,|Jlj^t 
sleep <and awJ^kei h©, wiM), tp vh»t w'^ k^ 
a,wake? Tp^v^fl^ing life. This, thw « his 
«ncourageinent tp. bear Jh^itjotls. and l^e^tfpf 
hisipneaentday ; ibis this which ^u^qa hip 
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to sqpport with puti^iap eviery sorrow and 
f^isrj calamity pf thb evi) world. In the 
midst of affliptioo he shares in the triumph of 
the Csptaiji of hirsaJyation-T-" I shall," sacjr« 
he, <^ live iii anothier w^rld. I shall, after the 
plo^e of this biy t§mpc^r»ry; and mpocrable 
^tistenoe, awake to new heavecus and a new 
earth, wherein dw^eth righteonsness. tTher^ 
will be no more pain^nor sorrQW,-nor ecying. 
I shall obtain the prtzcrof my high calling; 
I shall receive the crown of cternii] glory; I 
shall be admitted into the heavenly Jerur 
salem, whose waUs are salvation, ( and; her 
^1^ p^se. i shail be united with ti)e 
apostles, and saints, and martyrs, and apirils 
of just men made : perfect, i .1 shall «ee my 
Siavionr, who has died for me, I i^U be;i^ 
partaker of tibote pl«isnres which are at the 
right hand of iQod ik^evier/' 7 : 

Such langiuage ab this natiirally springs iflt 
the heart of every true Christian. Bivt \99iw 
Um aro thene who xan escamin^ their hefirt^, 
and say thait they are ris^ w«th Gkv'i&tl Ala^l 
hciw many aie th^re who are rather de^d in 
trespasags - and- was — how .fmiay -whose pr^' 
fiss0ton of Christianiiy i& a mere name ! Sueh» 
1vhate«e^ satisfaction they ioayiesqpress at the 
resuixeetian of Christ, hove no interest in him* 
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They have denied him ; they have done de- 
spite to the covenant of grace; their portion is 
the worm that dieth not, and the fire that is 
not quenched. The pleasures and enjoyments 
of this present life are their only concern. 
The objects of sense engross their attention. 
Overwhelmed with the cares of the world, 
grasping at pleasures which fly from their 
embrace, or heaping up treasures which can- 
not profit in the day of wrath, they are un- 
mindful of the silent but rapid approach of 
that period, when all that this world can oflFer 
will no longer excite in them the least con- 
cern ; they are regardless of those important 
reasons for which Christ died and rose again. 
Blind and infatuated men ! they live as if their 
period of existence here would never termi- 
nate — as if they were exempt from that sen- 
tence of death which is passed upon all men; 
or as if, after the close of this their mortal 
State, there would be no dreadful judgment- 
seat, before which they would have to ren- 
der an account of all the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good, or whether they 
be evil ; as if there were no mighty angels in 
flaming fire to take vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; as if there were no 
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everlasting punishment prepd.red for the 
wicked, no weeping and wailing, no gnash- 
ing of teeth, no outer darkness into which 
the unprofitable servant would be cast. What 
will be the sentiments of such at their last 
hour, when conscience shall summon before' 
them all the ungodly deeds which they shall 
have committed ? What will be their anguish, 
when their weeping friends call their attention 
to that gracious Gospel which they had de- 
spised ; when they are reminded qf what Christ 
has done for them ; when the resurrection of 
the dead arid the judgment to come are men- 
tioned in those ears which had hitherto been 
deaf to every remonstrance, and had listened 
with delight to the voice of blasphemy or in- 
fidelity ? Alas ! it too often happens that the 
expiring sinner cannot find a friend to point 
out the danger which threatens him, to move 
him to repentance, to lead him to that haven- 
where he might have rest* It too often hap- 
pens that a false sense of delicacy will neither ^ 
call the profligate to a sense of the sins he has 
committed, nor the infidel to a serious consi- 
deration of those awfiil truths which he has 
renounced. But, when eternity is unfolding 
to the view, when not a moment ought to be 
lost to reconcile, if possible, the sinner to his 
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ofibnded Creator, is that a time to suppress 
truths which ought long brfore to hate met 
with a serious regard^ These occurrences 
are, I fear, too frequent. How much more 
urgent^ theti^ i^lhe necessity i while -the mthd 
is yet unseduced by the fallacious reasoning 
df the infidel, that proper principles should be 
instilled into it; that whatevfer is excelkint in 
morals, or important in religious doctrine^ 
shduld be inculcated I How much more ur- 
gent the neces^ty that those of riper years, 
ere the evil days come in which they shall say 
we have no pleasure in them, should look back 
on their past livesj and examinewhether the 
path they are treading lead to life or death I 
If they are emulating the righteous, let them 
persevere to the latest period of their exists 
ence here; let them be a light and a guide to 
others, as their reflections on their past lives 
will be a comfort to themselves. If they shall 
find that their path leads to death (the dis^ 
covery will be easily nmde, for conscience will 
do its duty), let tfaem^ retract instsmtly. If 
they neglect the innportant change which rea-* 
son^ religion, and conscience dictate, they 
may regret the many years they shall have 
mispent when it will be too late to recal their 
steps to the strait and narro^tiir path which 
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lead^th to life. Let them reflect, that if they 
do not rise with Christ in this life, they may 
never participate in the golden harvest of 
eternal happiness which Christ has prepared 
for them that love him. Christ has not only 
risen from the dead, but has ascended into 
heaven. He sitteth at the right hand of God. 
All power is given him in heaven and in 
earth. He openeth, and no man shutteth ; 
He shutteth, and no man openeth. All our 
hopes, both in this Hfe, and in that which is to 
come, depend upon Christ. He sitteth at the 
right hand of God to make intercession for us, 
to obtain remission of our sins by that sacri- 
fice which he has made of himself, and to send 
us that spiritual aid by which we may bring 
forth fruit uiito holiness. How vain then must 
the hopes of that man be, who does not seek 
to rise with Christ; and how delusive must be 
the expectations which that man cherishes of 
obtaining eternal happiness, who, while he 
professes to believe in Christ, and to repose 
in his merits, instead of seeking those things 
which are above, is absorbed in the pursuit of 
worldly pleasures and worldly gratifications! 
The precepts contained in the chapter from 
which the text is taken, will point out what is 
required, in the true Christian. In the first 
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place, it is necessary that he have an abso- 
lute command over himself— that he should 
never yield to the solicitations of those adver- 
saries to his spiritual interests which he has 
renounced at his baptism. " Mortify/' says 
the Apostle, " your members which are upon 
earth: fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetous-, 
ness/^ He is required to put away all anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy copimunica- 
tion out of his mouth« In the next place, he 
is not only to be free from the dominion of 
vice, and the influence of evil passions, but it. 
is necessary that he should exert those virtues 
which may be beneficial to others; to culti- 
vate that heavenly temper, and those holy, 
dispositions, which may diffuse comfort and 
relief to all around him. " Put on,'^ enjoins, 
the Apostle, " as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of niercy, kindness, humble- 
ness of mind, meekness, long-suffering; for- 
bearing one anothier, and forgiving one ano- 
ther, if any man have a quarrel against. any : 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.'' The 
close of which precept shews the motive for all 
our actions — namely, the reflection of those 
great and inestimable services which Christ 
has wrought for us. Charity, which is the: 
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bond of perfection, extending in acts of dis- 
interested benevolence, terminates the list of 
these exalted virtues. After these injunc-, 
tions, the Apostle says, "Let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts'^ — that peace which 
the world can neither give nor take away. 
The mind, unruffled by passion, and eagerly 
emulating the blessed Jesus, who went about 
doing good, will possess this inward and hea- 
venly tranquillity, which will preserve it un- 
moved and firm amidst all the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, while its course is 
steadily directed to that invisible and blessed 
world, where it will never more be exposed to 
misery and uncertainty; but, in the fruition 
of eternal happiness, will be for ever in the 
presence of Him, at whose right hand are 
pleasures for evermore. 

But that the believer may remain stead- 
fast and unmoveable, and may never with- 
draw himself from the contemplation and 
hope of such blessedness — may never fcdl 
away from his love in Christ and faith in 
his merits, and may continue unseduced by 
temptation and the snares of the devil — 
his mind must be fortified by the precepts, 
and encouraged by the consolation derived 
from the Scriptures. The inspired writer 
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further says, " Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly with all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord/' And that all 
these precepts, and others which he addresses 
to particular classes of people, as wives and 
husbands, fathers and children, servants and 
masters, may have a common bond, he adds 
one rule ; a due obedience to which will evince 
whether we are risen wiUi Christ, or not — 
" Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; for ye serve the 
Lord Christ/' Were those who call them- 
selves Christians thus actuated, the miseries 
of our mortal state would be diminished, and 
that heavenly community, to which the be- 
liever hopes hereafter to be admitted, would 
be in some measure anticipated ; that king- 
dom of heaven, for the coming of which we 
so frequently pray in the words of our Sa- 
viour, would have commenced, and Christ 
would possess an undivided dominion on that 
earth where his word is rejected by too many, 
and his commands violated with the same 
contempt which he experienced when he 
visited it in the likeness of man. 

Let those, then, who have felt any interest 



Digitized 



by Google 



343 

in what has been thus presented to their se- 
rious consideration, pray to God, that, by 
his grace, they may rise with Christ, and 
be enabled to set their affections on things 
above. Particularly, let them seek that spi- 
ritual food which is offered them at the table 
of their Lord and Saviour, that they may be 
enabled ever hereafter to serve him in new- 
ness of life. Let them ask the spiritual aid 
of the Lamb of God, who by his death hath 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again hath brought to them everlasting Ufe : 
to whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, be ascribed, as is most due^ all praise 
and dominion, for ever and ever. 
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SERMON XIX. 

an exhortation to attend at the 
lord's table. 

Ye shall not surely die. — Gen. iii. 4. 

Almighty God placed our first parents, 
after their creation, in the garden of Eden, 
that terrestrial paradise, where they were in 
possession of whatever could promote their 
happiness. Out of this blissful spot made the 
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight, and good for food* As a trial of 
their obedience, there was one tree, the fruit 
of which they were forbidden to touch, "And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying. 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the 
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die/^ 

Such was the injunction of the Almighty; 
but the serpent beguiled Eve through his sub- 
tilty; and by her violation of the command- 
ment of God, she incurred the penalty annexed 
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to it. ** She took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat; and gave also unto her husband with her, 
and he did eat.'^ Thus sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin. The sin of Adam con- 
sisted in his disobedience. The sin. of Eve 
consisted, not only in disobedience, but in 
disbelieving the declaration of God : she dis- 
trusted, at the suggestion of the serpent, the 
veracity of God^s word. Thus, tl^ Apostle 
observes, " Adam was not deceived ; but the 
woman^ being deceived, was in the transgres- 
^on,^ Some commentatorshave considered 
the account delivered by Moses of the fall of 
our first parents as an allegory; but, if this bp 
ao allegory, it is. the only one that occurs » 
the -five books which, he has written-^a strong 
argmnent Jn favour of a^lit^ral interpretation ; 
for, indeed, it would be extraordinary if a cip- 
cuitastance of such nioment, in which the 
happiness of the human race has-been so seri- 
ously involved, should be represented to us in 
emblematical language.^ The serpent, called 
the Devil and Satan^. which deceiveth the 
whole world, encourages, men in thecomnois- 
sion of sin by the hopes of impunity. Satan 
tempted our Lord — Satan entered into Judas. 
In the form of a serpent, he beguiled Eve. 
Satan is that prince of the power of the air 
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that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience. If the Scriptures authorise us to 
believe that men are urged by the instigation 
of the devil to' the commission of evil, it is of 
little importance for us to inquire how it is 
effected. Let us rather consider by what 
means we may escape the snare of our spi- 
ritual adversary, who as a roaring lion goeth 
about, seeking whom he may devour; let us 
rather provide ourselves with the shield o£ 
faith, wherewith we may quench the fiery 
darts of the wicked ; let us rather resist the 
devil, that he may flee from us. But, in 
whatever light we consider the temptation 
of Eve, this is certain, that she believed Jhe 
declaraticm of the serpent rather than the 
declaration of the Almighty. The serpent 
said unto the woman, " Ye shall not surely 
die.^^ A similar suggestion too frequently 
arises in the minds of those who are prompted 
to the commission of sin. They are apt to 
flatter themselves they shall escape with im- 
punity ; that, although the terrors of future 
and eternal punishment are threatened against 
the workers of iniquity, they will never be put 
in force ; or that, if the wicked be punished, 
the misery to which they will be exposed will 
be neither so intense, nor of such duration as 
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the Scriptures represent. The Lord, they say, 
is described, in the sacred writings, as mer- 
ciful and gracious, long*suffering, and abun- 
dant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression. How can God, say they, who is of 
infinite mercy, punish with never-ending tor- 
ment the sins committed by frail and finite 
beings? Is it possible that the transgressions, 
committed during the period of the little span 
of our existence here, shall never be forgiven? 
that ages after ages shall roll away, and stiil 
leave the miserable sufferer without respite, 
and without a hope that his pains shall ever 
cease ? If we are encouraged in the commis- 
sion of sin by such reflections as these> what 
is it but to listen to the language urged by the 
tempter — " Ye shall not surely die'^ ? Shall 
we, then, suffer ourselves to be seduced from 
our obedience to the Gospel, by a supposition 
that we shall not be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power? Shall we 
yield to the solicitations of sinful pleasure, on 
an assurance that we shall not be cast into the 
lake, where those^ whose names are not written 
in the book of life, shall be tormented with 
fire and brimstone; and they have no rest day 
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ndr night, and the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth for ever and ever ? Shall we flatter 
ourselves that these debunciations of divine 
vengeance are not true? Shall we say to 
ourselves, they are misunderstood— they must 
not be interpreted in the strict meaning of the 
words ? Shall we say to ourselves, "We shall 
not surely die'' ? 

The Almighty is of infinite purity and 
goodness ; we cannot imagine the least im- 
perfection in him. Nor can it be supposed 
consistent with his infinite perfection that he 
could tolerate the least degree of iniquity in 
his creatures. His infinite justice Jtherefore 
requires that the penalty of every sin should 
be exacted. It might indeed be argued, that 
man fell in consequence of the frailty of his 
nature — that he was originally created inqiperr 
feet: but the Scriptures assure us that God. 
saw every thing that he had made, and behold 
it was very good. Man was created with 
powers equal tO; the trial to which he was 
exposed. The infidel may charge his Creator 
as the e^use of his imperfections; but He, who 
is of infinite wisdom, while he made man free 
to choose the good and to refuse the evil, left 
him, at the same time, without excuse, should 
he incline to the latter. Whatever arguments 
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may therefore be urged to the contrary, let us 
be assured that the God of all the earth can- 
not but do what is right. Man has fallen : 
the specious declaration, "Ye shall not surely 
die/' led him to disobey the commandment 
given him. The serious consequences are too 
apparent, not only from the miseries of our 
present existence, but also from the great 
atonement which has been necessary to avert 
the wrath of God. This atonement has been 
made for us in the person of Christ. He has 
descended from heaven, and taken our nafture 
upon him. He has died for us. By listening 
to the artful suggestions of the tempter, our 
parents lost the possession of an earthly para- 
dise. We cannot recover that paradise from 
which they were rejected; there are, however, 
those means by which we may become in- 
heritors of a heavenly paradise. Let us then 
beware, lest, through the wiles of the devil, 
we fall short of this. We are, like our first 
parents, in a state of trial: we are free to 
choose whether we will serve God or not. 

Behold! now is the accepted time; behold! 
now is the day of salvation. If we neglect the 
salvation that is now offered us, do we suppose 
that we shall in a future state have another 
day of trial; that Christ will again die for u^; 
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that he will again interpose himself as an 
atoning sacrifice for us; that he will again 
invite us to repentance and newness of life; 
that he will again address us with these gra- 
cioijs lirordfr^*' I am the resurrection atid the 
life : he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live"' ? When the grave 
has covered us, and vre have stood before his 
tribtinal, and the sentence has been passed^ 
when the tlreadful words have been pro^' 
nounced from bis lips which shall consign us 
to the fire prepared for the devil and hi& 
angels; when he once shall have called us 
** cursed''— " Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire,'- — what hope shall we 
cherish that we can ever be released? 

We may noar, my brethren, be the followers 
of Jesus Christ. We may now be the friends 
of Jesus Christ, and of his fold. We may 
now be numbered among those that are re- 
deemed by his blbod out of every nation^ and 
kingdom, and tongue. We may now be among 
his elect— we may now be members of his 
body, the Church. We may be brethren and 
feBow-heirs with him. But should the black- 
ness of darkness^, which is reserved for the 
wicked for ever^ haVe once covered us, then 
all these high privilegiei^ will be fc«pfeited — 
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then our portion will be weeping and wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth. The rich man is re- 
presented , in the parable of our Saviour, as 
praying Abraham that he would send Lazarus 
to his father's house; " for/' says he, ." I have 
five brethren, lest they also come into this 
place of torment: if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent/' Shall zs)e wait 
for such a visitation as this, ere ts^e repent? 
Shall we disbelieve the reality of those re- 
gions of sorrow and pain, " where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched," until 
some one from the dead shall assure us of 
their existence? He who knew the nature 
of the human heart— he, who knew what was 
in man-rhas pronounced that it would be in 
vain : ** If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead/' The only period, 
therefore, in which we can accept the gra- 
cious ofiers of mercy, made to our fallen race, 
by the kindness of God our Saviour, is the 
present. . To which, then, shall we rather 
listen: to that benignant and impressive, 
voice which calls to us, " Turn ye, turn ye 
from your eyil ways, for why will ye die?" or 
shall we listen to the voice of the tempter, 
which would lull us into a false confidence of 
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our security — Miiiich cries peace, when there 
is no peace — which would instil into our 
hearts the fatal delusion, " that we shall not 
surely die*"? The beloved disciple of our 
Lord says, " He that is unjust, let him be un* 
just still ; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; and he that is righteous, let, him be 
righteous still; and he that is holy, let him 
be holy still/' But what interpretation shall 
we. give to these words ? Shall we imagine, 
** that all things come alike to all ; that there 
is one event to the righteous and to the wicked ; 
to the good, and to the clean, and to the un- 
clean ; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that 
sacrificeth not ; that as is the. good, so is the 
sinner*' ? This indeed is true, as far as regards 
the ordinary concerns of life and the terminar 
tipn of our existence here ; for " it is appointed 
unto all men once to die/' But here the simi- 
larity of condition .ceases, and even, in this 
instance, it is jiot exactly the same— for who 
would not prefer to die the death of the righ- 
teous, to the horrors of a guilty conscience, 
at that awful moment ? Shall we suppose that 
it is a matter of indiflFerence how we conduct 
ourselves here ? By no means. The inspired 
writer will correct any erroneous ideas which 
we may have formed in this respect — ^^ Behold, 
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I cotne quickly : and my reward is with me^ to 
give to every man according as his work shall 
be. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the first and the last. Blessed 
are they/' says he, " that do his commahd- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree 
of hfe, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city, the heavenly Jerusalem. For 
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and mur- 
derers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth 
and maketh a lie/' This language of the 
inspired writer by no means leads us to 
suppose that we may sin with impunity — it 
rather certifies to us that the denunciations of 
the Almighty, against those who disobey his 
commandments, shall surely be fulfilled. We 
know, from the authority of the holy Scrip- 
tures, that the present miseries of the human 
race are the sad effects of the primitive dis- 
obedience. Hence it arises, that it is ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die. But this 
is not the only penalty attending our trans- 
gressions. After death a tribunal awaits us, 
in which we shall be judged according to the 
things done in the body, whether they be good, 
or whether they be evil. Had not Christ died 
for the ungodly — had not the sacrifice which 
he made for us on the cross been acce|>ted, by 



Digitized 



by Google 



355 

the mercy of God, as a sufficient atonement 
for us, then, indeed, eternal misery would have 
been our portion; then, indeed, we should haye 
had no refuge from the^wrath to come ; tbat 
second dmih^ which will await Ae ungodly, 
would have overwhelmed us in everlasting 
sorrow. Duly impressed, therefore, with the 
certainty that the declarations of the Al* 
mighty will receive their accomplishment, let 
us, as the Apostle enjoins us, "avoid those who 
cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine we have learned, who by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple/' 

Whether the present be the period alluded ^ 
to by St. Peter, in which he forefels tbM 
there should be scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying, " Where is the pro- 
mise of his coming ?'*—" all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of tljte ere* 
ation ;'' — ^^wbether the present be the period to 
which the Apostle alludes, it may be difficult 
to determine. At all times there have been, 
as St. James describes them, " «u>ckei!S, 
walking after their own uagodly lijsts, sepa- 
rating themselves, sensual, having not the 
Spirit ;" and perhaps there nev^r was a pe- 
riod, since the introduction of Christianity, 
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when these characteristic features of an in- 
fidel party were tnore conspicuous. The le- 
prosy of infidelity is not now confined to a 
few pretenders to supie^rior knowledge, and a 
more enlightened understanding, but has ex- 
tended its pernicious taint to the lowest 
classes of society. Immorality and vice are 
the necessary and fatal companions of infi- 
delity; and never has the secret whisper of 
the tempter greater influence, than where 
the authority of the sacred writings becomes 
either suspected or denied. Then the deceit- 
ful words, **Thou shalt not surely die/' are 
admitted, not only as an encouragement, but 
.as a sufficient apology for the commission of 
every sin. But, " let no man^ deceive you 
with vain words; for because of these things 
Cometh the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience.^' Let us rather, from a con* 
sideration of what Christ has suffered for us, 
and the offensive nature of sin which could 
require such a sacrifice, pursue those means 
through which, the grace of God assisting us 
in our imperfect endeavours, we may be holy 
and without blame, "walking worthy the vo- 
cation wherewith we are called.'' 

To enable us to live as the disciples of 
Christ, what better method can we adopt 
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than that which ofFeFs itself in the participa- 
tion of the emblems of our Saviour's body 
and blood? To this important subject, there- 
fore, I shall briefly direct your attention in 
the remainder of this discourse. 

It was to counteract the fatal effects arising 
from the fall of our first parents that every 
religious institution, of Divine appointment, 
owes its origin. The sacrifices of the Pa- 
triarchs, the ceremonies of the Mosaic law, 
and the participation of the Lord's Supper, 
have all a reference to the atonement made 
by Christ for the sins of mankind. As those 
who lived previously to the coming of Christ 
looked forward by faith to that day when he 
should be manifested to the world, so ought 
we by faith to look back to that period when 
he came. We ought to contemplate in him 
that seed of the woman which was to bruise^ 
the serpent's head ; we ought to regard him 
as the Captain of our salvation, under whose 
spiritual banner we can alone become con- 
querors over our spiritual adversary. Christ 
suffered on the cross to expiate the penalty 
due to our sins. If, therefore, we repose by 
faith on his atonement, and evince the sin- 
cerity of our faith by the holiness and purity 
of our lives, we shall, in a future state, be 
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partakers of the benefits arising from iL We 
cannot indeed escape that temporal death 
t^hich awaits all living creatqres^ but we shall 
never die tternally. When we partake of the 
holy Sacrament, we are forcibly reminded of 
what Christ has done for us ; the state of hap- 
piness from which we are fallen, our insuf- 
ficiency of ourselves to recover this state,* 
and the means of attaining to it^ are brought 
to our recollection* We realize to our- 
selves the fruits of Christ's passion. We are 
encouraged to holincBs and purity during our 
sojourning here» and are strengthened in our 
hopes, of a blessed immortality. These lively 
representations of Christ's death (of which, 
if we partake with true faith, we spiritually 
eat tlie flesh of Christ and drink his blood — 
then we dwell in Christ and Christ in us — 
we are pne with Christ and Christ with us) 
present, as it were, a tree of Hfe in the midst 
of this our wilderness, to which we may have 
free access. We may take of this fruit, and 
eat, and live for ever. Jesus said, '* Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my 
flesb, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life : and I will raise him up at the last day.*' 
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Here, then, is fruit offered us which nourishes 
to eternal life. But it is required of those 
who partake of this holy fruit, " that they 
re'pejft them of their past sins — that they are 
in lovie and charity with their neighbours — 
that they intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God/' Then, indeed, 
they will he meet partakers of these holy 
mysteries. But let not this consideration act 
asr an obstacle to any; let not the necessity of 
repentance for past gins, and a resolution to 
live hweafter in obedience to th^ commands 
of God^ be urged as a plea for the neglect of 
this important duty. If any withdraw them- 
selves from this holy communion from a sup* 
position that they are not prepared for it^let 
them consider with themselves wbetheir they 
can possibly be prepared for that awful change 
which, they know not how soon, they must 
necessarily undergo. If we are not suffi- 
ciently attentive to our moral obligations, or 
sincere in our resolutions, to attend the table 
qf our Lord, neither can we be prepared to 
undergo that scrutiny . at his tribunal from 
which there is no escaping. Many, who ad- 
vance this excuse, while they affect an awful 
i^ense of God's majesty and their own insuf- 
ficiency, are in reality fostering a secret de- 
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termination to continue in their sinfiil pur- 
suits* The fatal suggestion^ " Ye shall not 
surely die/' while it encourages an indif- 
ference to moral duties, at the same time 
hardens the heart, and renders it indifferent 
to every religious obligation. The invitation 
to the table of the Lord is neglected, and 
the emblems of that body which was broken, 
and of that blood which was shed, are viewed 
with suspicion. 

But, my brethren, o«r spiritual adversary 
has then, indeed, cause to triumph over us, 
when we either become persuaded by his sug- 
gestions that the Scriptures are "a cunningly 
devised fable,'* or when his subtilties have 
prevented our participation of the emblems 
of our Saviour's death. All the excuses that 
can possibly be pleaded for neglecting the 
Sacrament, must, when closely examined, be 
found to originate in a deficiency of true faith; 
in the love of the world and its pleasures pre- 
vailing in our hearts, more than the love of 
God. Who is it that invites us to the sacred 
feast? who, but he that died for us? who, but 
he that came to destroy him that has the power 
of death, that is, the devil ? When, therefore, 
we reject or slight the gracious invitation, to 
what source ought we to attribute our disobe- 
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dience ; to what, but to that spiritaal adver^ 
sary, whose object it is to draw us fi'om God, 
and to make us miserable for ever? It is ne- 
cessarily expected of men, who attend at the 
Lord's table, that they should be circumspei^t 
in their conduct, eager to approve themselves 
to their Lord and Master. How, then/ shall 
we explain the behaviour of those who plead 
the deficiency of their morals for absenting 
themselves, but by supposing that they cherish 
a secret fondness for the very sins which they 
affect to condemn ? If they are really con- 
scious of their un worthiness, how is it that 
many have pleaded the same excuse, not only 
once, or twice, but for a series of years? How 
is it that, under an impression of their un- 
worthiness, they have not repented ; that they 
have not become new creatures; and, having - 
put on the Lord Jesus, having accepted with 
all thankfulness his sacrifice for their ofiences, 
have become imitators of his purity and good- 
ness ? How is it that many, who have thus 
pleaded their excuse for neglecting the Lord's 
table in the early period of their lives, con- 
tinue to plead the same excuse when ad- 
vanced in years? If they were sincere in 
their first expressions of awe, lest they should 
offend God by their presumption, how is it that 
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tbeir sincerity has not been evinced by tbeir 
quitting their sins, and by their presenting 
themselves at the table of the Xtord at a pe- 
riod when life is ebbing fast to a close, and 
they knovir not how soon they must appear bcr 
fore him ? " Ye shall not surely die/' The 
neglect ye have shewn to the command of 
your Saviour, who has died for you, shall not 
be laid to your charge. Ye may become in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven without 
possessing that holiness and purity required 
in the Scriptures, without any public profesr 
sion of faith in Christ ; without any public de- 
monstration of your love to him, and gratitude 
for what he has done for you ; without any sa^ 
crifice of your sins and pleasures. These and 
similar sentiments are suggested to their hearts. 
But what say the Scriptures? "Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you/' — 
** Kesist the devil, and he will flee/' Be sin- 
cere in your professions of faith as Christians; 
be sincere in that consciousness you expresp ^ 
of your un worthiness and sinfulness ; be sip- , 
cere in your desire to become the true dis- 
ciples of Christ ; be sincere in ypur desire to 
become conformed to him in your hatred of 
this sinful worlds and your hopes of eter- 
nal happiness; and you will not long delay 
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adopting those means which, by the grace of 
God, may assist you in the attainment of those 
exalted objects for which Christ died. The 
words, "Ye shall not surely die,"' will no 
longer have any influence over you. The 
fear lest Christ should have died for you in 
vain — lest he should reject you for ever — lest 
death eternal should succeed to your tem- 
poral death — ^will excite the greatest appre- 
hensions in your hearts. You will be anxioiv^ 
to flee from the wrath to come. 

But more^ particularly would I address, on 
this important subject, those in the humbler 
paths of life — those who have so little a share 
of this world s good. How is it that so few 
of them attend at the Lord's table? Is it not 
to the poor that the Gospel is preached ? Are 
they excluded? Are not all invited ? Are not 
high and low, rich and poor, equally called 
to drink of the waters of life ? Does not our 
blessed Saviour say, " Come, all ye that 
are weary, and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest"? Has Satan also whispered to the 
poor the delusive words, "Ye shall not surely 
die''? Has he suggested to them, that God 
has overlooked them ; that he is indiflferent to 
their welfare ; that they are not learned enough ; 
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that the daily cares of life, which continually 
oppress them, do not allow them leisure to pre- 
pare themselves for these solemn occasions? 
Let not such suggestions have any influence 
with you. Search the Scriptures. Learn 
finom them that you are equally under the 
protection of the Almighty with the rich and 
noble; that, in the eyes of your Creator, the 
distinctions which separate man from his 
fellow, and make them forget that they are 
brethren, are of no value— ^are as light as the 
very dust in the balance. The Almighty is 
no respecter of persons. " To this man will 
I look,^ saith the Lord, even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word.'' Listen, then, no longer to the de- 
ceitful arguments which would keep you from 
a spiritual communion with your Saviour: eat 
of his flesh, and drink of his blood, and live 
for ever. Delay not until the approach of 
that hour, when you shall be about to quit 
this world for ever, to accept the sacred call 
of your Saviour. Devote yourselves to his 
service while health and strength remain ; re* 
nounce your sins; renounce the world; be not 
influenced by the laughof the scorner^ or the 
bad example of any in a higher station than 
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yourselves. Be assured, that while you con- 
fOTin to the world j you cannot be the disciple* 
of Christ ; . that unless you feel thankful : for 
what Christ has done for you, you cannot be 
his disciples ; that except ye eat of his flesh, 
and drink of his bloodi ye have no life in you. 

Important truth! too much neglected — a 
truth which demands the serious attention of 
all — ^in the due regard of which our eternal 
salvation is involved • Contemplate the agony 
of your dying Saviour ; call to your recollec- 
tion the sufferings he has undergone for you; 
reniember that he invites you as his disciples, 
. as his servants, as his friends, as his brethren^ 
to eat of his body which was broke©, and to 
drink of his blood which was shed for your 
sakes. Be careful to have yourselves always 
prepared for the solemn occasion. Be assured 
that your obedience in this respect will afford 
the most certain means of defeating the. ma- 
lice of your spiritual enemy, and rendering 
you .what you ought be— the true disciples of 
Christ, full of faith and truth, exemplary in. 
your lives, and heirs of immortality.. 

The nature. of the holy Sacrament.has been 
so often, and so fully unfolded, to you,, that J 
need not enter into any explanation of this 
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subject: there is more occa^on to Caution 
you against those secret suggestions which 
would prevent your participating in it^ But> 
my brethren, ^^ die time past cmy suffice to 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles/' — *^It 
is now time to wake out of sleep/' — "The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand/' — '* Let 
us, then/' as the Apostle commands us, " not 
be unwise, but understanding what the will 
of the Lord is" — "let us put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that he may keep us from the 
hour of temptation/' — lest Satan should get 
an advantage over us. God will not suffer 
any man to be tempted above what be is« 
able; b^t will with the temptation make a 
way to escape, that he may be able to b^r 
it. Such, however, is the frailty of our feUen 
nature, and such the wiles of our adversary 
(" We are not ignorant of his cjevices," says 
the Apostle), that we cannot be too watchfid 
— we cannot be too fervent in our prayers — 
we cannot be too earnest in working out •our 
salvation with fear and trembling. ILet us, 
then, watch and pray. " O man of God, lay 
hold on eternal life"-- eat of the bread tfiat 
came down from^heaven— <irink of the living 
waters. Thus will be defeated that " envy of 
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the de^il, through which death came into the 
world/' and instead of a savour of death unto 
death, there will be a savour of life unto life. 
Finally, my brethren, whenever ye hear 
the invitation to the Lord's Supper, think ye 
hear the voice of the Spirit and the Bride. 
**The Spirit and the Bride say. Come; and 
let him that heareth say. Come; and whoso- 
ever will, let him take of the water of life 
freely." 
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SERMON XX. 



AN EXHOBTATION TO ATTEND AT THE 
lord's TABLE. 



Like as the hart desireth the water-hrooksj so 
longeth my sotd after thee^ O God. My soul 
is athirst for God; yea^ even for the living 
God. When shall I come to appear before 
the presence of God? — Ps. xlii. 1, 2. 

When we consider how few there are, 
notwithstanding the frequent opportunities 
which are presented, who attend at the com- 
munion table, it may be supposed, witjiout 
any breach of charity, that the greater part 
of professed Christians do not possess that 
sense of religious duty which ought to in«^ 
fluence them. It may be supposed that there 
are but few who can say with the Psalmist^ 
^* My soul is athirst for God — ^for the living 
God. When shall I come to appear before 
the presence of God?'* It may indeed be 
rather supposed that nothing could excite 
greater alarm in the breasts of the generality 
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pf professed Christians, than to be told they 
must quit this world — that they must, in a few 
short hours, stand before their Creator ! Were 
such a summons to be given them, how would 
they 'tremble at the awful account they would 
have to render up ; how would the numerous 
sins they had committed rush upon their 
minds, and overwhelm them with their enor- 
mity? How would they bring to their recol- 
lection the many opportunities they had neg- 
lected of being reconciled to God, of growing 
in grace, of participating in those means by 
which they might become strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit ! Alas ! how would they be able to 
recount the numerous violations of the laws of 
God of which they bad been guilty— how 
would every Sabbath they had btoken witness 
against them I The sinful gratifications in 
which they had indulged would appear as so 
many accusers. They would lament that they 
had never considered, with the interest which 
is due to so important a subject, that they 
must give an account of all their thoughts, 
their words, and their actions 1 What would 
be the terror of the adulterer, the fornicator, 
the unclean, the dishonest, the despiser of 
God's word! How would they tremble to 
appear beforfe God — before the living God! 
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Bat it is not only those who have been guilty 
of any gross violation df the commalndments 
of God who would be thus aflFected — some 
terror, some fear, would attach even to those 
whose consciences are less stained with sin. 
There are few who would not lament tha;t 
they had neglected some oppbrtiinities of 
improving themselves, and preparing for the 
awful change they were so shortly to undergo 
— ^few who would not have some secret appre- 
hensions of the just vengeance of God — not 
only for sins committed, but for duties neg- 
lected, Alas ! how frequent it is, not to men- 
tion the neglect of other duties, to meet with 
professed Christians who have never partaken 
of the Lord's Supper. Let us then proceed by 
considering some of the reasons urged for this 
neglect. 

There are some who think it too satired 
for them to unite in ! Are, then, any too sin- 
ful to attend ? . Is this their plea ? Do they 
then purpose to continue in sin ? The plea of 
sinfulness, or of being unfit for so holy, so sa- 
cred an ordinance, can only continue to exist 
in those who are determined not to part with 
their sins, or who will not apply tb Mm who 
has power to forgive them. But can such be 
ready to appear before God— before the living 
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God? They cannot If they are unfit to ap« 
pear at the table of the Lord on earth, bow 
can they be fit to appear before him in 
heaven ? But what ought we more anxiously 
to prepare for than this ? It is to prepare 
you for this that the Sabbath day was ap- 
pointed; that you are commanded to keep it 
holy; that tl^ Lord God Almighty has dic- 
tated his holy word to the Prophets, the 
Apostles, and the Evangelists. It is to pre- 
pare you for this that you are assembled here 
this day. It is to prepare you for this that 
Christ came into the world, that the Scrip* 
tures are read, the Gospel preached, and the 
Sacraments ministered. May God, of his in- 
finite mercy, grant that we may embrace the 
means thus offered of preparing ourselves, 
mitil we shall exclaim with the same earnest* 
ness which animated the inspired Psalmist — 
"As the hart jmnteth after the water-brooks, 
so longeth my aoul after thee, O God. My 
soul is athirst for God ; yea, even for the living 
God. When shall I come to appear before the 
presence of God V 

. It frequently happens that those who are 
en die bed of death, express an anxious wish 
to take the Sacrament. Then, indeed, the 
name of a Saviour is precious to them; 
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then, indeed, tbey are desirous of doing some- 
thing which may render them acceptable to 
God, and be a sign of the necessity they feel 
for an Intercessor. Then, indeed, it is not un- 
common to hear such expressions as these — 
" If it please God to restore me, I will be more 
constant at church; I will never again neglect 
his holy fable. I will be carefbl to keep God's 
commandments, and endeayour to be an ex- 
ample to all my friends and neighbours, that 
they may do the same. I hope God will be 
merciful to me, for the sake of his dear Son 
Jesus Christ* I acknowledge myself to be a 
grievous sinner. I have no righteousness of 
my own — nothing on which I can trust. lam . 
thankful to God that Christ came into the 
world, and has died for me; and I hope, ft>r 
his sake, that I shall be presented before him 
faultless ; that when I appear before him he 
will receive me as his, and that I shall be for 
ever happy !" 

WouW to God that such were our senti* 
ments, while we are yet healthy and strong 1 
that none deferred until the evil day to con- 
sider why Christ came, and what he has done 
for them, and what they ought to do ! There 
would not, then, be that indifference to re- 
ligion — there would not be that love of the 
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world, and the things of the world — then, many 
things, that are regarded as innocent, would 
be viewed, in their true light, as sinful. What- 
ever had a tendency to alienate us from 
God, would he shunned, as destructive of our 
truest happiness and most important interests. 
Our thoughts and our affections would be 
turned to those things alone which would 
promote our spiritual life. All sinful books 
and 3inful amusements, whether public or 
private, would be avoided. It would not be 
either genius, or wit, or the fear of offending 
others, or the dread of ridicule, which would 
ever induce us to countenance any thing we 
disapproved. 

It is not enough for us to be Christians in 
name only — we must be Christians in deed 
and in truth. There is an easy test by which 
we may always determine whether we are so, 
or not. Let it be our constant inquiry, 
whatever we say or do, — Does this becomewe, 
who profess to be a follower of Christ? does 
this become me, who profess to be an imitator 
of Christ ? Were such an inquiry constantly 
in our thoughts, how different should we be! 
What a change in the manners, in the conver- 
sation, in the very thoughts of the heart, of 
those who call themselves Christians ! How 
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iDany sins would they avoid — how little would 
they have to. reproach themselves with ! Each 
would say— Was Christ, who came into the 
world for my sake, obedient to the precepts 
of God? Oh! let me imitate him; let me 
obey ray God, as Christ has set me an. exam- 
ple. Was Christ humble and meek? Let 
me, then, put away all wrath, and malice, and 
evil speaking. Did Christ suffer for righ- 
teousness" sake? Let me not be afraid of 
offending, by eschewing that which is evil^ 
and cleaving to that which is good. Did 
Christ say, " Blessed are the poor in spirit, and 
themeqk, and they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness; and the merciful, and the 
pure in, heart, and the peace-makers, and the 
persecuted for righteousness' sake''? Then let 
me ever pursue such blessedness — let me not 
be deterred by any thing that men can say. 
May I be lowly and meek in spirit, merciful 
and pure in heart ; Jet it be my meat and drink 
to do the will of God! Should men revile 
me, or say all manner of evil against me, yet 
let me not be moved; rather let me rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for if 1 can thus 
imitate Christ, it will not be long before 
I shall be able to exclaim, in the language of 
the Jpsalmist, " My soul is athirst for God. 
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When shall I appear in the presence of God?" 
Then, how vain will every thing in this world 
seem to me! how fearful should I be of being 
entangled by any of its false and fleeting 
pleasures, and thus weaken that desire which 
I ought to fedi of being with God ! Yes, my 
brethren, then only do we really commence 
our heavenly race, then only do we begin to 
be Christians indeed, when this world appears 
to us in its tme colours; when all the glare 
and pomp, which may once have attracted 
our admiration, no longer has any influence 
over us; when we regard it as the residence of 
sin, and are more anxious to live unspotted 
from it^ and free from its pollutions, than to 
remain in it; when the name of Christ, and of 
salvation through laith in him, is more pre- 
cious' to us than all the wealth it could bestow, 
than all the honours with which it could in- 
vest us, than all the pleasures it could impart. 
Let us but once have our treasure in heaven, 
and then our hearts will be there also. 

There is one sect of Christians which denies 
the divinity of Christ, and, consequently, the 
value of his atoning sacrifice. To such, an 
attendance at his table would be destitute of 
a religious signification. How could they eat 
of the bread which is an emblem of the body 
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of (Christ which was broken for them; how 
could they drink of the wine which is an em- 
blem of his blood which was shed for them» 
consistently with their religious professions ? 
They would then allow the truth of what their 
creed renounces. There is another descrip- 
tion of Christians who indeed profess to 
believe that Christ has died for them, but yet 
think the commemoration of his death, by 
partaking in the Supper which he has in^ 
stituted, is only an useless ceremony. They 
think that they can obtain every advantage 
of Christ's death without conforming with this 
bis dying command. They plead that their 
faith in Christ cannot be increased; or the 
sense of their obligations to him, or their love 
of him, be more intense, by their compliance 
with it. It is upon the same principle that 
many argue against going to the house of 
God on the Sabbath day. They can read 
the Bible at home; they can say their prayers 
at home; they can improve their minds, and 
prepare themselves for heaven, by reading re-^ 
ligious books at home. There are again others 
who think they may be very good and ex- 
emplary in their conduct, without any revela- 
tion at all. They do not want the Bible to 
teach tJiem their duty; they know it in- 
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stinctively, from their own rcASon, Whftt 
* can be more deplorable than such ^enti- 
nients, and yet how frequent they are be- 
come? Thus, while some take aw^y the 
Sacrament as useless, there are others who 
go a step furtl^r, and would persuade us that 
there is no atonement; and others, who woqld 
urge us to reject the authority of the Scrip- 
tures altogether. Nor is this the limit. There 
are others, still deeper in infideMty, men who 
disbelieve in a future state, who think that 
soul and body will perish together, and that 
they shall never rise again. I would not men- 
tion the name of atheism, were it not evident 
that so horrible a doctrine hassometimes.foqnd 
its advocates. What shall be our safeguard 
against such delusions? what shall preserve 
us steadfast in the faith? what shall better 
enable us to hold fast the form of sound words, 
than a conscientious discharge of the duty re- 
quired by our Saviour — a duty not of an ex- 
clusive nature, but which all are enjoined to 
discharge? When our blessed Saviour brake 
the bread, and gave it. to his disciples, and 
said to them — "Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you:, do this in remem- 
brance of me'' — are we to suppose that this 
command was restricted to them alone? We 
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might then indeed suppose that Christ came 
into the world and died only for those whom . 
he was then addressing-^-a supposition which 
cannot be admitted for an instant. Again, 
when he gave the cup to them, he said, 
" Drink ye all of this ; for this is my blood 
of the New Testament which is shed for you, 
and for many for the remission of sins: do 
this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remem* 
brance of me/' But who , are required to 
drink it? Are not all that believe in Christ; 
not only the disciples, but also the many who 
should, through their preaching or example, 
become followers and behevers in the same 
Lord? Is it possible to hear these words of 
our Saviour, and to suppose tha:t any are ex- 
cluded from this ordinance? Is it not rather 
obvious that all, who believe in Christ, are 
commanded to participate in it? Is it not 
obvious that all ought to be thankful for such 
an institution ? Was not this ordinance ap- 
pointed by Christ himself? Shall we, then, 
presume to imagine that the institution he 
was establishing was not founded in wisdom? 
Shall we presume to suppose that there is no 
value that can be attached to it? Shall we 
flatter ourselves that these excuses, which are 
usually urged for neglecting it, will be of any 
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avail? Farfrmnit The holy Sacrament was 
ordained bj Infinite Wisdom fi^r our eternal 
benefit. The neglect of it must necessarily be 
attended with infinite dangw. Did not he^ 
who knew what was in man^ know also what 
was best adapted for the promotion of our 
spiritual interest, and to retain those in his 
fold who had been once admitted into it? 
Doubtless he saw the frailty of our hearts, our 
proneness to sin ; how liable we are to be led 
astray by the follies and vices of the world; 
how irresolute, how exposed to temptation 
and the snare of the devil. What better me- 
thod, thei\9 could be adopted, than that such 
an ordinance should be established which 
would, in the most striking manner, recal to 
our recollection what Christ had done for us, 
and at the same time supply us with that in^ 
ward and spiritual strength, by which we 
might continue in obedience to his precepts? 
Even should the ministers of Christ pervert 
the doctrines of the Gospel, and endeavour 
to suppress the invaluable truth, that we are 
saved by Christ; yet as long as the ordi- 
nance of the Sacrament remains inviolate, 
their errors would have little eflfect. The in- 
stitution of the Sacrament must ever lead 
those, who attend it conscientiously, to a cor- 
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rect knowledge of the great principles incul- 
cated in the Gospel, that we are sinners — 
that Christ came into the world for our sakes 
— that he has died for us — that we are saved 
through him alone. The Supper of our 
Lord was observed bj all who assumed his 
name, during the time of the Apostles, as is 
evident from the allusions made to it in the 
Epistles of St« Paul, and from the ancient 
history of the Church. To what cause, 
then, shall it be attributed, that so important 
a duty is now limited to a comparatively 
small number of Christians — a duty once re- 
ligiously observed by the whole body? It was 
indeed reckoned a great disgrace to be de- 
barred from performing it, and a culpable 
neglect to abstain from it. It was not con- 
sidered too frequent to administer it on every 
Sabbath day, or even twice on the Sabbath 
day — in the morning and in the evening. It 
might be urged, that so frequent a repetition 
would take away from its solemnity; but 
this argument cannot be alleged against the 
custom of the present period. It cannot in- 
deed be expected that the whole congrega- 
tion should remain at every celebration of the 
Sacrament; but it is certainly incumbent on 
all, at least occasionaUy in the year, to at- 
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^easd thk aokflwi og^mbmbcv pnrtknkrfy at 
those periods when we commemorate his birth 
or bis passion. None indeed should attend^ 
who are not in love and charity with \heir 
neighbours, who do not truly and earnestly 
repent of their past sins, and who do not in- 
tend to, lead a new life, following the com- 
mandments of God . But are not these things 
required of all, even if they do not attend 
at the Lord's table? Will the avoiding 
that holy communion exempt any from the 
same obligation to repentance^ and newness 
of life, and universal charity? Are not these 
things equally demanded of all those who are 
now in the house of God? Is it to be ima- 
gined that various degrees of holiness are al- 
lowable in the worship of God? that one de- 
gree of holiness is requisite to attend in the 
church of God, and another at his altar? Is 
it to be supposed that a greater latitude of 
sinning is permitted to those who come only 
on the Sabbath day to attend the usual ser- 
vice of the church, than to those who present 
themselves at the communion ? By no means. 
There is not in the church of Christ a holy 
place, and a holiest of hoUes. There is no 
such distinction. We cannot devote our- 
selves partly to God, and reserve ourselves 
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in part for the world. Such a double service 
is not possible. Homt great, then, is the error 
of those who satisfy their consciences bj a 
partial service of God. Th6 language of 
Scripture is, "Give me thy heart ;''~r.^* Thou 
shait love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy mind, with all thy soul, 
with all thy strength.^' Is it too much thus 
to serve God? After we have done all, we 
shall be unprofitable servants. By abstaining 
from the church of God, and from his table, 
we shall only render ourselves less able to 
serve him. By being frequent at both, we 
shall be the better enabled to offer him an 
acceptable, service; that service which does 
not Consist in the letter, but in the spirit of 
the institutions which we shall observe; to 
make us good members of society, worthy 
the vocation wherewith we are called, true 
disciples of Christ, children of God, and heirs 
of immortality. It is incumbent on us, before 
all other things, to seek the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness. "The world passeth 
away, and the lust therecrf; but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.'' Let this 
be our chief concern — ^let this be the con- 
stant object of our hearts. We must die — 
we know not when. Our souls may be re- 
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quired of us ere the sun shall set. Death 
may come as swift, as irresistible as tight-* 
ning. In a moment we may be numbered 
with the dead. Neither riches, nor honours, 
nor wisdom, can delay for an instant the pe- 
riod when we shall be called into the presence 
of God . Oh ! that such a summons, whenever 
it may arrive, may be received by us with joy ; 
that we may not have reason to wish that our 
departure may be delayed ; that we may be 
prepared to meet our Lord ! Is it too much 
to tell the aged, that the time of thdr so- 
journing here cannot be long; that their little 
span of life is coming to a close; that they 
must prepare for the second advent of Christ? 
They are well aware of it. All around thenj 
proclaims the approach of that change they 
must undergo — the silent decay of their cor- 
poreal strength, the decay of sight, of hearing, 
or of health. They have passed through the 
stages of infancy, of youth, and of manhood. 
The winter of age now closes upon them. 
But if they are ready and prepared for tiiat 
journey they are to make 'to the unknown 
world,, let it be a source of joy to them. 
Their Lord is waiting for them. That Jesus, 
who was born in the lowest state of humility, 
now awaits them in the highest glory. They 
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will be for ever in his presence; they will be 
united with the first-born of God, with holy 
angels, and martyrs, and prophets, and just 
men made perfect. Theirs will be the fulness 
of joy for ever and ever; clothed with incor- 
ruption and with immortahty, there will be 
no fear to terrify, no sorrow to distress them. 
Let not these absent themselves from the ta- 
ble of the Lord ; let them teach the young 
and the unthinking to set their affections on 
the world unseen, on thjngs beyond the grave; 
let them shew, by their attendance at the al- 
tar, the confidence they feel in the promise of 
their Saviour, their reliance on his atonement 
for forgiveness of their past sins, and accepts 
ance with God hereafter. Nor let the young 
suppose they have no interest in the sacred 
feast: they too are called to commemorate 
the death of their Saviour. If any require 
support aiid assistance, surely it must be 
those who are just entering on the journey of 
life. If any want encouragement to resist 
the temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, it must be those who, from the 
weakness and infirmity of their nature, are 
half subdued already. What friend, what 
guardian, what parent, does not tremble for 
the issue? Alas! how many are there, who, 
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by their example or their connivance, are the 
instigators of the very sins they ought to 
check; and thus strip of the armour of God, 
and render an easy prey to their spiritual 
enemy, those whom they ought to protect 
and guide! Let ihe, then, entreat every pa- 
rent, much as he may value the temporal in- 
terests of his children, to value still more 
highly their eternal interests; let me entreat 
them to lead them to the table of the Lord, 
and to be themselvei^ examples of holiness 
and devotion. It is upon their care, and their 
nurture, that the tender plant must be most 
indebted for its future vigour and strength in 
spiritual things. 

Children and parents — let me address yoq 
both. It matters not whether you are rich 
or poor : all have the same need of a Saviour. 
Is 3"our affection towards each other great? 
It will be increased by the observance of your 
religious duties, by feeling an interest in the 
common Saviour of us all. Do you wish to 
meet again, and to be for ever happy here- 
after? Pray for one another — unite in the 
same religious ordinances. Bless God that 
such exist. Approach his sacred table with 
confidence and hope. As you approach, for- 
give your enemies; renounce the world ; de- 
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vote yourselves to God; pray to him for the 
aid of his Holy Spirit, to keep you his for 
ever. Thus will you prepare to quit this 
sinful world, whenever your appointed tim6 
shall come. Then, indeed, no longer the 
slaves of your passions— no longer the ser- 
vants of sin — no longer dreading the sad 
wages of such a servitudie, you will not be 
so solicitous about the things of this life J 
you will set your affections on things above; 
you will be the sons and daughters of the 
Lord Almighty! 

Alas ! iny brethren, except this be effected, 
how dreadful will be the result. I would say, 
to those who disregard every admonition of 
this nature. If you are hot prepared to meet 
God ias your friend, how will yoii be able to 
meet him as your enemy? You will not be 
able to contend with Omnipotence. Should 
his justice condemn you, what will you be 
able to plead in your defence? Will you, in 
that awful hour, direct your eyes to him who 
has died for you? Alas! he was never re- 
membered by you while you were in the 
world ; you disobeyed his commandments ; 
you slighted that holy ordinance which he 
had instituted ; you never awakened your love 
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for him, nor expressed your dependence on his 
atoning sacrifice, by eating of the bread, and 
drinking of the cup, in remembrance of him. 
Hie world, and the things of the world, en- 
grossed your affections: but the world, and 
the things of the world, will then have passed 
away. But the holy Jesus, whose religion 
and whose precepts you had slighted, will 
still remain* That Gospel which you had 
either totally neglected, or only partially ad- 
mitted, will receive its full and final accom- 
plishment. The Lord Jesus will come in the 
clouds of heaven, and every eye shaH see him, 
and they also which pierced him. Think you, 
that he is less present with you now^ than he 
will be then? There is not a thought of your 
hearts which he does not know; there is not 
one that neglects his holy communion whom 
he does not see; there is not one who attends 
with sincerity and devotion with whom he 
will not be present. It is not the minister 
only who calls you to this sacred ordinance — 
it is Christ himself, by his own commandm^t. 
The minister can only njrge you to obey the 
gracious call : the commandment originates 
with Christ But perhaps the words he 
addressed to l^e Jews may be applied to 



Digitized 



by Google 



389 

you — " Yqu will not come unto me, that ye 
might have life/' You will not adopt those 
means by which your hearts may be moved to 
a true sense of your duty; by which every in- 
ordinate affection may be subdu$d ; by which 
you may be enabled to put off the old man, 
with his affections and lusts ; by which you 
may be enabled to put on the new man; by 
which ye may become new creatures. To 
those who are impressed with the importance 
of things eternal; to those who regard this 
world only as the place of their sojourning, 
through which they are travelling to a better 
country, that is, a heavenly; to those who, 
convinced of the vanity and transitory nature 
of all earthly things, are anxious to attain to 
' the same spirit which animated the Apostle, 
and to say with him, that they are desirous to 
depart and to be with Christ; to such I would 
say, Come with full assurance of faith to this 
holy ordinance — Come with hearts full of 
faith, and love, and gratitude, to the table of 
your Saviour. There partake of his body and 
of his blood; there hold holy communion with 
him ; there pray to God that, by his grace, 
you may become more and more conformed 
to those heavenly dispositions, and that purity 
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of mind^ which ought to distinguish you as 
followers of Christ. There pray that you way 
be freed from the dominioa of sin; that your 
only anxiety may be to live in obedience to 
God ; ^* that your souls may be athirst for God, 
for the living God;'' that you may be pre- 
pared, whenever he shall call you, ^^to appear 
before the presence of God/' 
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